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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Russell house, built in 1772, is an almo_a±_a 
bajLJStde, timber-framed house faced in rubbed brick. The 
faces east, and at present is set above a ground level of 
The appearance of the original basement level is not known 
it is possible that a double flight of steps led to the main 
trance set above. A change in the level of the street may ace 
for the unusual. ._3iea^^.. b'^.±£l^iaseffient - 4«v^l. It is of tiiree 

   the third one of diminished height    and has a ~~ 
oaf cajDpecLJby_a jsmall monitor. Such fenestrated moni- - 

tors became a common characteristic of Providence houses by the 
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, and this is one 
of the very earliest. A round-ended, three story projection has 
hanged the appearance of the south side in the past century.

There is little exterior adornment, but what there is is 
visually meaningful. Projecting,horizontal brick courses divide 
the large cube into three^ units. An elaborate, ce^ro^ ̂ T^TS^CLC^ 
on the eastern front provides the decorative f ecus'  0"f""tHe Ifiacade i, 
opied from Plate ^6 of Batty Langley's Builders' Compleat Assis 
tant (London, 1736), the wooden doorway is framed by a mpdillioned 
and dentilled segmental pedimenf resting on a Corinthian entabla- 
bure en fessaut abow ejigagej^^^ columns. A rus- 
bicated area is in responl'io the columns and entablature and 
forms a surround to the door. A fine, academic wooden cornice of 
modillions and dentils runs continuously around the house below 
the eaves. Splayed brick lintels above the windows on the facade 
are in contrast to the segmentally-arched windows on the other 
levations.

The interior plan is conventional for large houses of the 
period: two rooms placed to either side of a long, central hall 
with two interior chimneys providing back-to-back fireplaces for
ach room. With storage areas and passageways adjoining the fire 
places, they appear flush to the wall. The main staircase rises 
Ln two runs at the back end of the hall, lighted by a pilasteret, 
Palladian window on the landing.

The interior has been greatly altered. Most, of tji,e^ ^wood 
work has^beerf cllspersect among museums in MinneapolijB^Brookiyn, 

. , "' an<T15ehver. The length of the first-floor hall was 
originally paneled from mop-board to chair-rail height with hand 
some raised and bevelled paneling, and decorated with an elaborate 
cornice of modillions and dentils. A semi-elliptical arch with 
keystone, supported on engaged Corinthian columns, divided the 
entrance hall from the main hall. The ramped rail and turned bal 
ustrades of the stairway curled around the newel on the first 
floor.

Interior trim throughout was academic and derived from 
^English builders' handbooks of a decade or two earlier. The 
principal rooms were fully paneled, cornices were elaborate, and

iiiternal openings were given paneled arches supported on 
pilasters. The fireplace mantels throughout were elaborate and
varied - (Continued)
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7. Description (continued)

The house suffered increasing neglect and decay. In 1875 
it was converted into a hotel, and in 1920 the interior was 
stripped and the structure was used for storage and commercial 
activities. Today it is used for shops, lofts, and apartments, 
but it has retained tha major part of its original exterior 
character.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian! Q 16th Century 

Q 15th Century D 17th Century

[Xj 18th Century 

Q 19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Known) 1772

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

I | Prehistoric

I | Historic

[~1 Agriculture

1£\ Architecture

a Art

[~1 Commerce

[~1 Communications

| | Conservation

I | Education 

I I Engineering 

( | Industry 

I | Invention 

|~~l Landscape

Architecture 

I | Literature 

Q Military 

D Music

n Political

D Religion/Phi 

losophy

Q Science

I | Sculpture

I | Social/Human 

itarian

Q Theater

I | Transportation

I| Urban Planning 

n Other (Specify)

' Erected in 1772, the Russell house was one of the earliest, 
large-scale brick houses built in Providence. Such expensive 
and academi cally-^iiispir ed decoration was far more common in 
Newport than in Providence , and was not to be repeated in the 
city until well after the Revolutionary War. Built by the 
Russell brothers, who had prospered c\s_r^tailers , the house was 
1 o cated _near ̂ jbhe d own t own conmercia^lT^and sJiTppTng areas rather 
thfth in the ""increasingly  fa^sEibnabie 'Benefit Street-College 
Hill area.

The fine entrance and elajb^r.aj^1_jojc*j^na,l inter i,or Retail 
fully reveal the th5iLJl0filipj.~^a^cM^^^ to 
co|>y Bfrp.ffi_Jlxa,-Englia}i de0ignM,books, such as those of Batty 
LangXey. Even in its altered and neglected state, the Russell 
house retains its fiii proportions, its careful, tejxtured"^ 
brickwork, and its sparse," tKough striking, exterior adornment.



Cady, John Hutchins. The Civic and Architectural Development of
Providence, 1656-1950. Provider
46(floorplan). 

Downing, Antoinette F. Early He

ice: The Bookshop, 1957, pp. 44- 

mes of Rhode Island. Richmond
(Va.): Garrett and Massie, Inc., 1937, pp. 235-38, 244-45, 247, 
280.

Hitchcock, Henry-Russell. Rhode Island Architecture. New York:
Jjauapo Erases. 1^bw.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

———————— . ——————————————————————— ———————————————————————
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
N W ° o • »

NE ° ° 
SE ° ' " ° •' . "

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
3 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
41 ° 49 • 10 - 71 ° 24 ' 36 » 

West
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NAME AND TITLE:

Alice H.R. Hauck and Clifford M. Renahaw III, Survevora
OR.GANI ZATION

Rhode Island Historical Preservation nnjrmn nsion
STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 124 f State House
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State £§[ Local Q

Title State Liaison Officer

Bate Aaril 29. 1971

STATE

DATE

A.pril,,iPO T iq71

CODE

Rhadft Island 0?9Q3. , ,,,.44

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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