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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bacon-Gleason-Blodgett Homestead, or Old M i l l House, l i e s i n the eastern portion of 
the town of Bedford, near the Burlington town l i n e and Route 62. I t i s a pre-Revolutionary 
brick-end t r a n s i t i o n a l Georgian dwelling situated on a one acre corner l o t upon a h i l l 
w ith open lawns, shrubbery, and evergreen plantings. From the northeast corner of the 
property, a dead-end stretch of Old Burlington Road leads approximately 200 feet to the 
h i s t o r i c s i t e of the 1680 John Wilson corn m i l l . To the west of the house the land slopes 
downward past an old stone w a l l i n t o a small pasture with boundary plantings of l i l a c trees, 
white pine, apple, and evergreen trees. The immediate v i c i n i t y i s r e s i d e n t i a l ; i t i s 
primarily coniiBaTipsrary;'Cape Cod & ranch houses on 1 acre l o t s . The Homestead i s approxim 
mately Ih miles from the center of town. 

Archi t e c t u r a l l y , the house i s an early New England t r a n s i t i o n a l Georgian s t y l e . I t has 
brick-ends, i s two storey, and contains eight rooms. I t has a low l i p roof with four t a l l 
inside end chimneys, two on each brick end. The nassive foundation i s of f i e l d stone with 
rough granite facing blocks. The facade i s f i v e bays wide. The fro n t entrance, facing 
south, has a centradly located six-panel crusader door with a simple f a n l i g h t and framed 
by simple p i l a s t e r s . Above the door i s a cornice with d e n t i l molding, and fan l i g h t with ' 
arch & keystone molding. T*o of the front steps have recently been replaced with granite. 
The bottcm step i s an old millstone from the nearby John Wilson corn m i l l . The east and 
west elevations are brick; the north and south are clapboarded. The o r i g i n a l boards have 
lapped j o i n t s , and b u t t to the brick ends. Projecting from the f i r s t f l o o r center of the 
north elevation i s a small enclosed, hip-roofed porch. The o r i g i n a l 16 over 8 fenestration-
hasbeen replaced with 12 over 12. The two brick ends are i n excellent condition. They 
are comrtruofced of small 6 3/4 inches long by 3 inches deep by 1 7/8 inches high bricks 
l a i d i n common bond. The 1*5 storey clapboarded wing extending from the westerly brick 
end has been converted in t o a "cobnial" style kitchen and laundry, while retaining the 
ociginal exterior features. 

The i n t e r i o r f l o o r plan i s a simple two room deep rectangle with a central corridor. The 
i n t e r i o r consists of a moderate sized h a l l leading to a s p i r a l staircase and two s i t t i n g 
rooms, each with a brick fireplace, wide c e i l i n g cornices,flat pine wainscotting, and 
random width hard pine f l o o r i n g . I n the rear there are two kitchens of similar layout, 
each ccntaining large brick fireplaces, and the same style wainscotting as appears i n 
the s i t t i n g rooms. A small rear hallway contains a staircase leading to the second floor 
composed of four i d e n t i c a l bedrooms, each with a small fireplace and side closet. From 
the enclosed porch on the northern elevation, an inside door enters in t o a h a l l containing 
three inside doors opening into the northeast and northwest rooms and down to the ce l l a r . 
The c e l l a r retains i t s o r i g i n a l packed earth f l o o r . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bacon-Gleason-Blodgett Homestead, or Old M i l l House, i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an unaltered 
example of the early to mid-lSth century brick-end t r a n s i t i o n a l Georgian. I t i s the only 
house of t h i s period and type i n the town of Bedford. I t s h i s t o r i c name i s derived from 
the f i r s t owners who were Nathaniel Bacon, Indian f i g h t e r ; Thomas Bacon, Militiaman; Jonas 
Gleason, Minuteman and m i l l e r ; Lt. Simeon Blodgett, m i l l e r . A l l of these men contributed 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y to the early development of the town of Bedford. 

In 1680, John Wilson established a corn m i l l at Vine Brook, near the s i t e of t h i s house. 
Because of Wilson's m i l l , a small wilderness community sprang up around the m i l l pond 
atrea which flourished u n t i l the middle of the 19th century. The Bacon-Gleason-Blodgett 
Homestead and one other house are the only remaining structures of the early community. 

Nathaniel Bacon, son of Michael Bacon of B i l l e r i c a , acquired 100 acres from his father, 
and by approximately 1740 b u i l t the brick end Georgian house. Thomas Bacon, Nathaniel^s 
youngest son, purchased the property i n 1744, and continued to improve i t while managing 
the estate as a farm. After the death of Thomas Bacon i n 1792, Jonas Gleason, who operated 
the Wilson corn m i l l , purchased the house and resided there u n t i l his death i n 1815. Lt. 
Simeon Blodgett, an enterprising m i l l e r , farmed the property and operated the g r i s t m i l l 
after Gleason's death. 

Between 1859 and 1865 James Smith Monroe, former Lexington (Mass.) Town Treasurer, owned 
the Bacon-Gleason-Blodgett Homestead property. He was the son of Jonas Monroe and grand­
son of William Monroe, both of whom were proprietors of the h i s t o r i c Monroe Tavern of 
Lexington. In 1840 James Monroe managed a small paper m i l l located on Vine Brook at 
Bedford by the s i t e of the e a r l i e r Wilson-Gleason-Blodgett m i l l s . From t h i s experience 
he started a larger plant at South Lawrence which developed int o the Monroe Felt and Paper 
Company and of which he was president for many years. 

A later occupant of t h i s house was Hugh I . Hunt, U.S. Army, Infantry, who died from wounds 
received i n France i n 1918. He was the youngest soldier and the f i r s t to die i n World 
War I from the town of Bedford. 
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