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CESCR BE THE PRESENT AND (R G NAL (IF KNOAWY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Bacon-G eason-Bl odgett Honestead, or O dMill House, lies i ntheeastern portion of

the town of Bedford, near theBurlington town line and Route 62. | ti sapre-Revolutionary
brick-end transitional Georgian dwelling situated on a one acre corner | ot upon a hill

with open lawns, shrubbery, and evergreen plantings. Fromthenortheast corner of the
property, a dead-end stretch of O dBurlington Road |eads approximtely 200 feet to the

historic site of the 1680 John Wlson cornmill. To thewest of thehouse theland slopes
downward past an ol d stone wall into a small pasture with boundary plantings of lilac trees,
white pine, apple, and evergreen trees. The inmediate vicinity i sresidential; it is -

primarily coniiBaTipsrary;' Cape Cod & ranch houses on 1 acre lots. The Honestead i s approxim
mately Ih mles fromthecenter of town.

Architecturally, thehouse i s an early New England transitional Ceorgian style. |t has
brick-ends, i stwo storey, and contains eight roonms. | thas a lowlip roof with four tall
inside end chimeys, two on each brick end. The nassive foundationi sof field stone with
rough granite facing blocks. The facade i sfive bays wide. The front entrance, facing
south, has a centradly located six-panel crusader door with asinple fanlight and framed
by sinple pilasters. Above thedoor i sa cornicewith dentil molding, and fanlight with
arch & keystone molding. T*o of thefront steps have recently been replaced with granite.
The bottcm step i san old mllstonefromthenearby John Wlson corn mill. The east and
west el evationsarebrick, thenorth and south are clapboarded. The original boards have

| apped joints, andbutt tothebrick ends. Projecting fromthefirst floor center of the
north elevation i sa small enclosed, hip-roofedporch. The original 16 over 8 fenestration-
hasbeen replaced with 12 over 12. The twobrick ends are i nexcellent condition. They
are conrtruofced of small 6 3/4 inches long by 3 inches deep by 1 7/8 inches high bricks

laid i ncommon bond. The 5 storey clapboarded wing extending fromthewesterly brick

end has been converted into a "cobnial" style kitchen and |aundry, while retainingthe
ociginal exterior features.

The interior floor plan i sa sinple two roomdeep rectanglewith a central corridor. The

interior consists of a noderate sized hall leadingtoa spiral staircase and two sitting
rooms, each with abrick fireplace, wide ceiling cornices,flat pine wainscotting, and
random wi dt h hard pine flooring. I ntherear there aretwokitchens of simlar Iayout,

each ccntaining large brick fireplaces, and t he sane style wainscottingas appearsi n

the sitting roonms. A small rear hallway contains a staircase |eadingtothesecond floor
conposed of four identical bedroonms, each with a small fireplace and side closet. From
the enclosed porch on thenorthernelevation, an inside door enters into a hall containing
three inside doors opening into thenortheast and northwest roons and down t ot he cellar.
The cellar retains itsoriginal packed earth floor.
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STATEMENT - S GN A CANCE

The Bacon-d eason- Bl odgett Homestead, or O d Mi || House, i ssignificant as an unaltered
exanple of theearly tomd-ISth century brick-end transitional Georgian. | ti stheonly
house of this period and type i nthetown of Bedford. 1ts historic nane i sderived from

the first owners who were Nathaniel Bacon, Indian fighter; Thonmas Bacon, M litiaman; Jonas
G eason, Mnuteman and miller; Lt. Sineon Blodgett, miller. Al | of these nmen contributed
significantly totheearly devel opment of thetown of Bedford.

In 1680, John W son established a cornmi |l at Vine Brook, near thesite of this house.
Because of Wlson's mll, a small wilderness community sprang up around themill pond

atrea which flourished until the mddle of the19th century. The Bacon- @ eason- Bl odgett
Homest ead and one ot her house aretheonly remaining structures of theearly community.

Nat hani el Bacon, son of M chael Bacon of Billerica, acquired 100 acres fromhis father,

and by approxi mately 1740 built thebrick end Georgi an house. Thonas Bacon, Nathaniel”s
youngest son, purchased t heproperty i n1744, and continued toinprove it while nanaging
the estate as a farm After thedeath of Thomas Bacon i n 1792, Jonas d eason, who operated
the Wlson cornmill, purchased thehouse and resided there until his death i n1815. Lt .
Simeon Bl odgett, an enterprising mller, farmed theproperty and operated thegrist mill
after @ eason's deat h.

Bet ween 1859 and 1865 Janmes Sm th Monroe, former Lexington (Mass.) Town Treasurer, owed
the Bacon- G eason- Bl odgett Honestead property. He was t he son of Jonas Mnroe and grand-
son of Wlliam Monroe, both of whomwere proprietors of thehistoric Mnroe Tavern of
Lexington. | n 1840 James Monroe managed a smal | paper mill |ocated on Vine Brook at
Bedford by thesite of theearlier WIlson-Gl eason-Bl odgett mills. Fromthis experience

he started a larger plant at South Law ence which devel oped into t heMnroe Felt and Paper
Gonpany and of which he was president for many years.

A later occupant of this house was Hugh | . Hunt, US Arny, Infantry, who died fromwounds
received i nFrance i n1918. He was t heyoungest soldier and thefirst todieinWrld
VWar | fromthetown of Bedford.
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