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1. NAME
C OMMON:
tolden Ball Tavern
AND/OR HISTORICt .
Caotain Jones' in Weston "at theSign of the golden-ball"”
2 LCCATt ON .Congressional District 4
STREET AND NUMBER:
662 Boston Post Road
CITY OR TOWN:
Weston
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE
Massachusetts Wb M ddl esex 017
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
. District g Building I 1 Public Public Acquisition: | | Occupied Yes:
+  Site [+ sStructure [3 Private » In Process [ | Unoccupied " Restricted
° Object lg Both - Being Considered H Preservation work | | Unrestricted
perpetual trust f/b/o people in progress ° No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural 1 1 Government . Park [ Transportation I | Comments
1 1 Commercial I | Industrial I 1 Private Residence «  Other (Specify)
| | Educational I 1 Military I I Religious comTunity
[ | Entertainment [3 Museum [ 1 Scientific center
[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Gol den Ball Tavern Trust
STREET AND NUMBER; g:?
Box 223 or c/o 39 Crescent Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Weston Massachusetts "075"
5 LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
M ddl esex County Courthouse ci
STREET AND NUMBER: M
Fourth Street
CITY OR TOWN: X
Cambridge Massachusetts 025
* REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
State-wide Plan for Historic Preservation, first edition
DATE OF SURVEY: 1970 I | Federal |X] State 1 1 County . Local wi*
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
STREET AND NUMBER:
Archives Museum State House
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
M assachusetts 025

Boston



DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
Excellent 13 Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

Altered . Unaltered . Moved [3 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ilknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The CGol den Ball Tavern, built i n 176", stands on t he Boston Post Road
in Weston. It i sprobably the best exanple i nthe town of the final phase of
Ceorgian Colonial architecture. The nmain portion of this clapboard house,
measuring 38 by 42 feet, i sa two-story, five by three bay structure with a
hi gh, double-hip roof and twin interior chimmeys. Each facade of the house i
broken by regularly spaced 12/12 sash windows and a center door. n the main
(north) facade, the door i s flanked by sinple pilasters which support a full

entabl ature v'Lth a modillioned cornice. Five transom lights break the entabla-
ture. A cornice simlar tothat above the entablature runs around the main
block of the Tavern at the eave line. A golben ball, the trademark of the

Tavern, hangs from a metal bracket mounted above this doorway.
An ell was added to the eastern end of the tjouse at an early date. A
| arge two-story ell, originally aseparate house, was added t o the western end of the
Tavern about 1800. and i s thought to predate it. Adjoining this western ell
ae two other structures which have recently been converted into an apartment
for a custodian. The barn, whose frame includes five pairs of gunstock posts
is theonly other building still standing on the Tavern property. The barn
is believed todate fromthe sane period as the nain house. m
The house plan i sbasically that of two roonms on either side of a centratl
hall. Each of therooms has a fireplace. Two additional fireplaces originalflLy
faced each other i nthe attic;, one i sstill intact. The twin chimeys rest o
barrel arches i nthe basement. Mrks have been found on the ceiling of a
ground floor roomindicating the location of the plank partition of the ori-
ginal bar. A small second floor roomi s presunmed to have been the innkeeper'b ;a
office forit retains theoriginal built-in ledger cupboardand its w ndow over,
the eastern door would have given a view of the com ngs and goings of patrons
The hallway on the ground floor retains theoriginal panelling and the straigjith
staricase with its beautifully detailed balusters. At thetopof the stair-
case, i nthe central hall, isa panelled wall with an inset door. Wenthe
door i s swung back, this wall becomes two s<‘parate partitions, each of which g
is hinged at the top and can be raised tothe ceiling and hooked. Raising thtis
hangi ng wall converts a single chanber into a larger roomincorporating the
second floor hallway.
' The present owners of the Golden Ball have undertaken an extensive study
of thebuilding with the assistance of the Society forthe Preservation of
New Engl and Antiquities. The goal of the owners i snot to "restore" the
Tavern to its original appearance but torehabilitate it forviable use while
retaining the best of the changes made i nthe building by the Jones famly
over a period of nearly two hundred years.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I I Pre-Columbian 1 O 16th Century 3 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century . 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Known) 1768, 1775
AREAS OF SGNIFICAN-CE r*heeJc  One or More as Appropriate)
AboF jg+nol { 1 Education . Political . UrbanJ”ar”_giyly.-"
I | Prehistoric I 1 Engineering . Religion/Phi-
Historic I 1 Industry losophy
1 1 Agriculture i 1 Invention | | Science
Architecture 1 1 Landscape I I Sculpture
Art Architecture I | Social/Human-
[ I Commerce | 1 Literature itarian
I I Communications gl Military . Theater
I 1 Conservation Music Bel Transportation

The Gol den Ball Tavern, probably t hebest exanple i nt he Town of Wston
of thefinal phase of Georgian Colonial architecture, wasbhuilt i n1758 by
Captain lsaac Jones. Though Jones was a promnent citizen, even serving
as Selectman i n1772, it was his reputation as a Tory synpathizer i n the
period immediately before 'tiie American Revolution that involved hi mi nthe events
which give theTavern its primary historical significance.

h March 28, 1774, three nonths after asimlar "social event" i nBostoiti,
the Gol den Ball was t he scene of t heWston Tea Party. Captain Joneswas
runored t o beselling teaonwhich hehad paid theBritish duty. Agroup of
townspeopl e gathered i ndisguise at the Golden Ball torelieve Captain Jones
of his stock of tea. Finding neither Captian Jones nor thetea, the group
broke w ndows, ransacked thehouse and hel ped themselves tothe taproom
supplies before returning hore.

No further incidents occurred until thefollowing year when General Gagh
decided t o seize rebel arsenals before they became dangerously large. I n
February, 1775, Gage sent Captain WIliam Brown and Ensign Henry deBerniere
to estimate t hepreparedness of thecountryside between Boston and Worcester
where military supplies had been stored by theliberty men. Thespies stayed
o-fterrr.j.gt at t he Golden Ball ontheir wayt oWrcester and ontheir return.
Here they prepared thereports and sketches which General Gage had requested

Two nmonths later another British spy arrived at t he Golden Ball on a
simlar mssion. Inhis memirs, John Howe wrote, "Qnthe5th of April, 1771
General Gage called on ne t o goas a spy t oWrcester, toexamne the roads,
bridges and fording places and t o see which wast hebest route t otake anarifiy
to destry themilitary stores deposited there."

Fearing trouble. Captain Jones nmoved Howe t ot he house of another Britiih
synpathizer i nanore remote section of Weston. Later that night the Tavern
was searched by a group of townspeople whointended t oseize thespy andtar and
feather him "Capt. Jones set onabottle of spirit todrink, which they drink,
and all retired."

Howe, |ike Brown and de Berniere, reportedthat i f General Gage sent
troops t oWrcester over theWston route, not a nanwould get back t oBostoi
alive. | f Gage's three spies had returned nore favorabl e reports, there
m ght well have been a Battle of Weston instead of theBattles of Lexington
and Concord. The objective wast he sane.

By t heend of t heRevolution, Captain Jones seens t o have shiftedhi s
loyalties and records show hi mworking for theAnerican cause. Heregained
his prom nence i nWston and i n1778 and 1779 and again from 1784 t o 1789 sei ved
as Selectman. During thelatter period, Jones was al so Mdertor of Wston and
a Representative t othe General Court of Massachusetts.

The ot-aygrnbnginpg.g i nVd.c;tmn ripclinp.d sharply after theconstruction
(see continuation sheet)
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8. Significance (continued)

of theWrcester Turnpike i n1805diverted a good deal of traffic fromthe

Post Road, which had been t hemain route from Boston t o Connecticut, New York,
and Pennsylvania as well as New Hanmpshire and Vermont. The Gol den Ball ceased

to serve thepublic about this time. However, t helJones family, six generation®
in all, continued tolive here until 1963, when t helast heir died. The buildiig
was purchased privately and given t ot heGolden Ball Tavern Trust t oserve as a
museum and community center for Weston. Rehabilitation has been going on since
then. Though work i sfar from complete, thebuilding has already been opened

for school tours and meetings of local organizations.
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This is i3 ajis«»r to ymur iett«r of July 23 to 'r. "o>ati

Tie Maional Historic Pre»aTV«ti«n of (Public Uw 89<<35)
pxovide* far this espansion of" the “Ati<maX Kes;lster of fUjti*ric '
Places, ths core a fadcrally-a*tisit™-i ProT™M-M for thfe -~rishrvatl™n
cf »rche<b5lo;,ic.M, archdt*MctuT. N, sad sistoTlc.a pMjpertler jr.\h(f
Vdt:ed States. Th« Act orfer? « dsite*) »f pt»t«ction for th» r4ftC9«
HiitSsJ therein fro7a Mdvij-ree affect hy my fe-i«rally--,4r;iledlinc'ertaViHfj,
U also dsts iVrtis provisiows fo? Federal ,Tachiu.t Kr«nt«*;i5?--dil to
tft? s.5visc, ad thToufh tha®, to i?3Jv.i(buds and or>;fiinisation«for

va»«fist»r by a M«t«t liaison >.;ffic«r vho .hac b»«'t sppalnte*! by th«
Stat* govnishr. e*=lIfird fwdilsto tN* states a<» char'nd-sd through th«
Stat* LlalAon J-fflc”r BT vaHO.** fresarvsti&n nrojact.?, ‘ffe s«|;ijf.st
tHat you coTitact 'N-issaehusatts S»t™> Liaison Offic-sr, I'cn. John

tUstorlcal Cormission, Paston, -‘“assachusfrtt* 03113. - e -

Thif tx~Hplttty waimcr in wMcH your or*anixatlon is r«stt?ri«<? thm * "
(Adb+ Sail Tad2? ceuld hsy”.fully «sJWi.iid an cXedl«>nt esadiol*

ef wha can be dgj"a In the prtfsafvati.pn flal-:" whsa jiincsr* interest,
Intriciitf cAr<®, aid R thtayouju sense of Mstatlc rcspoasibi ity

Is af5;4.1™ to rcstorstioft. N e o

ReV-jord Diroctor, N'ortlieast w/c inc. HR T Btfochstetler: jah



THE TRUSTEES OF
THE GOLDEN BALL TAVERN TRUST
BOX 233
WESTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02183

Februarj' 1972

M. ".lillian J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
VWashington, DO C 20240

Dear M. Mirtagh: Reference; HHQHR

Your letter of July 31f 1969, referring
to the Colden Ball Tavern i nV/ eston, Massachu-
setts, gave ne a crutch of help v/hichwe' ve
badl y needed these past twoyears vihile t he
Massachusetts Conm ssion struggled i-rith their
own heavy | oad.

There i s nowsone hope that vrork on us
at thelocal endnay be nearing conpletion and
| write youinthe hope that perhaps if there
s awatchful eyei nvfashington, the ball night
be kept rolling!

Meanwhi l e, younay be interested i nthe
"tea party" vrhich took place at the Tavern
three nonths after the Boston tea party, and |
encl ose prints of the contenporaneous news
items. Also, i nthe February issue of American
Heritage i s a very anusing account of the
British spies who headquartered at the Tavern
in Febru.ary, 1?75, entitled "The Spies Ttio Vent
Qit intheCold."

Sincerely yours.

noward Ganbrill, Jr.
Chai rman



<
In
If.
Kr

IV

>

%
ill
ot

>1
<«

« MAU ouk”t nven rud, trvc>

S bunu.
HtiKTi or Srfit.
MASSACHUSETT spy.
Mr. liioWAf,

Sy fvna tix/sUtvityj * plm imymr nvifml km-
fa,ja -mU tUip * M/cnttr  tx4
teeJ'-
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tbtti iaiiceil cottstryo.cn f TKi thowe

[refer to the p"bIK (or *a tjoputiij ttfaxr,

UJOT ! rto»*"l » F"* | P«rafl«"
vmortrh. RUS+fCUS.
1> 7. IVEES$i.. ->>V .

f«wc«tT @ Or MIfFI-kv-frfl N»«/.

HtTfpfliiTt Cin":!*! Advrrtita-

Niw s«» r-Foi |, Mtrii o).

Y A ST b»t»nl»j being the umntrftry of

Vo &nrt U&A afftér. ”

We bear Out Salem HoTpittl becinj; ckir 'of vbt

t'crirat*, b Ciut »fLt.jr Ordtr of that Town.
*\Vt hOf f«)OvWel&o, till lift Monthy Night,
Cttwtto o j'vd (o jfC/atk, * KamUr of Ptifoa* tA
Si fet3id  B«foi«I'.:t Uriifeof C»3t.Ifiic Jonti, itij-
tcldf* tiare, */ert ihey bro” til iht Wmdotrt, uxl|
«lic« JO ef thero, djfgoifcjviih PjjTis, fcc riiiered

to tb* O'jrrei, ia/tireh, u llwy fjid, of My. Joec],
xr&ivn titcy were dcitrmiied to Cod ; but beingin.
Cbroud thti be wt5 gone » Journey, tbry then thi'le
Jtecwithlie Licjoori in ~hp Cc!l»r »ad Bar-Rooni.
frciiUcjc? Cirryin® oi the PawU, MOJJ, &c. «Ifo
cbaoi X hvodred. cf Letamoos (od bilf t CIHC of
Uaifint 5 iessril- cf theta, "tit liid.T'ere knoura, and

callrj t>jNjcs, they »11fooo t."'t« wtot off.

It i* TiiJd ttui Rdiratiaeat i£tir.$ Ca’. looct wii
cccaiionri kybi* hsring retailed outforuTca,vihicli
\A farctaifd « Albany Uft Y/mttr.

JA 0jsliti-Tr Wi(c)> ««tbo6jlit hfccOiry, toil »f«
cotd;0j1jj tLfl Coloac-l ordered one from th* Kljljiii
~“hai lo'i-tito bef.epi etery Night.

H e Shi;» H»l«J, Sc<!tt, from Bd.foa, and ihs
Ttiftrs;!!, bhtnd, frcai Rhod« Ifiiod, timed tt

w icnce they came. "

We litar fiom Wiftonin the Coufity of Middlefex,
"h:.t cn ;.ionday Evtr.ir.g tht 2ill of Inltant, a Num-
\tr of Pco,ile appeared bLiore the Ilonfe of Capt. Ifaac
Jnnep, I'Inlioliler, intli.t Town, gave aloud Indian
WI100OP, and imnicii drly went ofF without fpe.'.king
to i.ny Perfon in the II"ufT :—That on Monday Night
Uft between nine and tir. i-"cl<.ck, aNnmber of Pirf »ns,
fiippj.'ed ne«r one hundred again appcarert there, and
Cipt. Jonej having that Morning gone a Journey to
Uxbridge, they fell to breaking the Windows cf the
Houfe Itove in all in the low:r Room;, and then the
Chamber, Mrs. Jones wit ihen in lied with a young
Infant, having l.iin in TIniit tlir'ieWeeks, theWindows
of licr Room diil r.ot ifcape hut (he 'ay expofe.l to the
Inc!fmehcy of th:\VVtaiher, it lieing r.iii-.y, twoHours :
— Near 50 of the People entered diCguifed with Paints,
Paper V.lfages, & c.— ar.d lanfacke.i the whole Hcule
frcm Cellar to Garret, will,cut bre.iking down any
Paj t excepting t.vo Panni U ol 3P.irtition : Being afked
wh.u they were in Sctich cf, they fatd, Jones, and
wcul." have him ; but btfng told he was “one ajourney,
they msde free witli the 8 ttles of L quor inthe Ceil. r
as rillo thcLiqucrs thai were in the Bai -Kooni bre.<kii<g
or tarrying t>ff ilie Bowls, Mugs, &c. alfo about loa
hemcrs, and half a(;>.(k-" f R. ifins:—3v ver;il of them
were known b» the people i.T the fhufe and called to
by Name, when they wer toff.—Several other Ciicuni-
flances upon this Difcovery, cur Informant fuppolcs
will b? gjiven wien a Paitictilar Account it taken.

A Mil'taiy Wr-icli WJS thought necelfiry, auccrd-
inp'y the Colonel ordered one from the Miiitia in
WeAon, to be every Night.

Capt. Jones purcbafed Tea a A'bany laft Winter,
not fubjiil to a Duty, and had retailed it out, which
is faid to be the Caufeof this Refentmcnt againfl him.

We hear from Marblehead that one Evening lad
Week, a Fellow was delected in bringing from the
Hofpital at Cat.Ifl'—-

, touw brote op .t 1t\Jirra pa* fO" O'«lo®
j K>A tJ;00on>ed 'till \

"e Bo.!<rut to M?*T>

MAS5SACHVJISF.TTS SPY.
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u. fiOT, Albwy, fonKtine lifi whKhl
tht f>PP'fnl ""1 offt.dJJ ay
Ud,-. u itpiid »o di.ty in Amenc*; but fin.e
['irdl- kM. | "OuKl uifcrm ibf publictU; 1
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iSe tutuix . ‘or itit «ll knowK t>c | .i->'t
«e, mmh (ft .j.mft B A
perfo. wU.=.... ISAAC JONKS
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REJ STER

STATE MASSACHEETTS
Date Entered SEP 28 1972

Name L ocation

Golilefi Ball TaMEB Wegon
MiddleBttx County

Also Notified State Liaison Officer
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy Hon. John F. X. Davoren
Hon. Edward V7. Brooke S«er«tary of th» CoMonw«alth
Hon. Harold D. DaxdwvM ChftiIKMui, MasMcthusetts Historical
_ _ Cn—liasiop
Director, ttortheaat Region Office of tha Secretzucy, State nanm

/

_ i3oaton, M assachusetts 02133
HR NRowland:inm 9/28/72



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

1. STATE A.OPIICATION IOtNTIfIER 2. (Reserved for iiae by Sate central information reception agency)
74070490
3. GRANTOR: a Federal oyency )
Departnment of the Interior
b. Or_gonizationol unit .
National Park Service
C. Ac.imin.istering offtce—(!) Nome
Division of Grants
(2) Addrcsj-Street or P.O. Box Ciiv . Stole Zip Code
18th and C Streets NWW. Washington DC 20240
4. FEDERAlI AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a. Code b. Title
25-75-00306-00 CGol den Ball Tavern Devel opment
¢ Rrpee The Tavern, built in 1768, i ssignificant as an exanple of local Georgian
Colonial architecture. Project work includes roofing, a snoke detection system&
architectural services.
5. GRANTEE: a. Nome ) ) ) ) . .
Massachusetts Ms. Elizabeth R Amadon, Exec. Dir., MAHistorical Conm ssion
b. Address —Street or P.O. Box City Siote Zip Code
40 Beacon St. Boston MA 02108
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only Diesingle most applicable box)
0. Stote b. Inter- c. County d. City e. School f. Special g. Communify h. Sponsored i. Other
note district oction orgonization
0 *o *o L] L] Y . o
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Yeor Month Day Yeor Month Doy Year Month Day Year Month Doy
7 02 28 75 03 31 75 103 3 781 03 30

n. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)

0. New b. Continuofion c. Supplementol

gront grant gront

(identify arjcncy in item 16) (1) Increasein

duration
L] L] L]
12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
o. Federol-(l) bosic (2) Supplementol b. State
4,000 j4,000*
13. CATALOG OF FELJERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE o. Program Number
PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item IS) 15 904

14. AUTHORIZATION

o. Federol Budget Accounts

10-58-1040-0-1-405

b. Public Low* Tide Sec.
89 665
¢ US. Code 16 U.S.C. 470
15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility grant  actions only)
a Gty 662 Boston Post Road, Weston b. County
16. REMARKS
*Gol den Ball Tavern Trust

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054

(2) Decreose in
durotion

d. Change in existing gront

(3 Concdlation @ Increose($) (5) Decrease(S)

L] L] L]
c. Locol d. Cther
S
b. Supplemental Progrom Number
Title Sec. PL Title Sec.

M iddlesex

STANDARD FORM ?
June 1970 Bureou o* n-e
Budget Circulor A-98
240-101



