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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old Vacaville Town Hall has experienced only minor alteration since its construction
in 1907. The building is reinforced concrete, measuring 32' x 4i4', situated on a 60' x
98' parcel on East Main Street near the old commercial center of the City of Vacaville.
The two story building is rectangular in plan, with a belltower at the northwest corner
rising through both stories, terminating in a small dome supported by Tuscan columns;
the original bronze bell still remains in the belltower. The tower is supported by
three large Tuscan columns at the base; three highly stylized columns extend the

tower above the first and second floors. The facade of the building is dominated by the
corner tower, while the upper and lower stories are separated by a broad unornamented
band supported by engaged Tuscan columns; this band becomes a broad, low arch where it
crosses the large opening which once served as the entrance to the fire department. The
entrance to the jail is at the left side between two of the engaged columns, while

the entrance to the Town Hall section on the right is through the base of the bell
tower. The original arched opening in the facade was enclosed with a windowed frame
wall when the fire department was relocated; this wall was subsequently altered by re-
moval of windows, sheating of the wall and adding a small entrance and a pair of large
side hung barn doors. The large space formerly used for the fire engine was converted
to additional city office space, and is now used by the Facaville Heritage Council.
Windows are double hung, crowned with voussoirs. The rear corners of the building are
quoined, rising into small domed turrets at the upper corners. The cornice is corbelled,
capped by a low unornamented parapet wall.

The jail section is located on the ground floor. It contained two cells of heavy
riveted strap iron and iron barred windows; a marshall's office, cell for women prisoners
and a general detention cell were also part of the complex.

The second story is reached by a stairway under the bell tower. It has a spacious
council/courtroom chamber (approximately 24! x 27'), two small offices, and a
lavatory. '

Complete renovation of the building is planned and historic house museum is proposed
where appropriate and feasible.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The old Vacaville Town Hall, built in 1907, served the early community's governmental
needs from this single structure. It functioned as the town hall, courthouse, fire
station, and branch county jail. The jail was used jointly for many years by the town
and the county sheriff's department. The first council meeting was held in the old
Town Hall on Tuesday, August 6, 1907. It continued serving as the town's center of
government until new city offices were built in the 1960's.

The building was designed by Solano County Surveyor, F. A. Steiger, who prepared the
plans in 1906. It's architecture demonstrates a small town's attempt at creating a
feeling of monumentality and civic pride; its designer borrowed freely from historical

antecedents to achieve this effect. Its high degree of integrity makes it an im-
portant representative of the early architecture in a town where recent rapid growth
has removed many of the communities early structures.

Presently the old town hall houses the collections of the Vacaville Heritage Council,
including books, records, photographs, artifacts and other local documents. It also
serves as a local museum and community hospitality center.



nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Vacaville Reporter - July 7, 19065 July 2, 1907; August 10, 1907
Solano County Records

Vacaville City Records

UTM REFERENCES

ALL 0] 15188700 |42 450640 sl ) Ll | | Lol | l”

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

el W by e b b D[LJIJJ[]JI[!'!IIJJ
el Lol bbbt I I O T I P T

I [ I I A [ T T e R N N T T R R N

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 0.135
QUADRANGLE NaME __ Blmira, Calif QUADRANGLE SCALE 332l000-—

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY ' CODE
STATE CODE - COUNTY CODE
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
___Cliff Bisbee, Curator : December 30,1977 —
ORGANIZATION DATE
Vacaville Heritage Council
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
620 East Main Street - Post Qffice Box 477 707 - 448-0600
CITY Of? TOWN STATE
Vacaville California 95688

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE LocAL _X

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE /(OW’%M %

TITLE gState Historic Preservation Officer DATE 3/9/78




