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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Greenleaf Whittier Home stands on a rectangular lot at the
southeast corner of Friend and Pickard Streets in Amesbury, Massachusetts.
The house, which faces northwest, is set back about 20 feet from Friend
Street and occupies most of the lot's 65-foot frontage.

The original portion of the Whittier Home was constructed about 1811.

It was then a 1-1/2 story, gable-roofed Cape cottage with four rooms on
the main floor and one in the attic; a l-story kitchen ell and woodshed
extended to the rear of the frame and clapboard building. When Whittier
purchased the house in 1836, he added a single bedroom at the rear of its

Whittier and his family (his mother, aunt, and younger sister) soon found
the house too small to accommodate both themselves and their many guests
and, in 1847, with the assistance of English philanthropist Joseph Sturge,
The new scutheast bedroom was lengthened

to form a sitting room and study, a porch was built along the eastern side
of the house, and a gable-roofed second story--covering the porch, the
sitting room, and the eastern two bays of the original house-- was added.

In 1900, the house was again enlarged by Whittierts heirs. The western
bays of the house were raised to two full stories and the rear kitchen
ell (moved to the southeast corner of the lot where it still stands) was
replaced by a two-story wing with rear porches.
time that the building's 6/6 sash windows were replaced with 2/2 sash;
louvered blinds were retained or, where necessary, duplicated. The open,
rectangular front porch and the bay window above it may also date from

It was probably at this

Beginning at the inter-
Section of the east curbline of Pickard Street and the south curbline of
Friend Street; thence, easterly along the south curbline of Friend Street,
65 feet more or less, to the western line of the adjacent residential
property; thence, southerly along the western line of said residential
property and of property owned by the New England Telephone Company,

180 feet more or less, to the northern line of residential property at

17 Pleasant Street; thence westerly along said line, 65 feet more or less,
to the east curbline of Pickard Street; thence, northerly along said
curbline, 180 feet more or less, to the point of beginning.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John Greenleaf Whittier, American author, abolitionist, and humanitarian,
did most of his major writing in this 2-story frame house at 86 Friend
Street in Amesbury, Massachusetts. Whittier purchased the house, then a

his death in 1892. Today, the main portion of the house looks as it
did in Whittier's lifetime and most of the furnishings, including his
desks, remain as he left them.

Since 1918, the John Greenleaf Whittier Home has been owned by the
Whittier Home Association, Inc. The building is open to the public on
a year-round basis, Sundays and Mondays by appointment, Tuesday through
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (closed Thanksgiving and Christmas).

Biographical Summaryl

John Greenleaf Whittier was born on a farm near Haverhill, Massachusetts,
on December 17, 18Q07. Though his formal education was limited to
district school and two terms at Haverhill Academy, Whittier, like the
rest of his Quaker family, loved learning as well as religion, and he
read widely throughout his life. His early enthusiasm for Burns, Byron,
and Scott broadened to include Spencer, Shakespeare, and Marvell;
Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Lamb, who were lasting favorites; and his
contemporaries on both sides of the Atlantic. His deepest and most
constant admiration, however, was for Milton, whose role as apostle of
freedom and righteous living he sought to imitate.

As a young man, Whittier burned with literary ambition. After

his older sister Mary sent his '"The Exile's Departure' to William Lloyd
Garrison for publication in the Neéwburyport Free Préss and Garrison
encouraged other poetic contributions, Whittier wrote copiously and
enthusiastically. However, when his father convinced him of the
impracticality of poetry as a vocation, he turned to journalism. He

Hartford's New England Weekly Review, the most import Whig journal in
New England. He continued as editor until 1832, meanwhile writing verse,
sketches, and tales of New England, publishing his first volume, Legends
of New England, in 1831. By 1832, need for him at home following his

‘Excerpted from "John Greenleaf Whittier," Encyclopedia Britannica

(Chicago, 1967), vol. 23, p. 494. (continued)
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8. Significance: (1) John Greenleaf Whittier Home, Amesbury,Mass.

father's death, disappointment in a love affair which seems to have
foundered on religious differences, discouragement with lack of literary
recognition, and ill health caused him to resign and return to Haverhill.

Whittier decided that his rebuffs had been caused by personal vanity and
by his forgetting the high ideals of Quakerism. He resolved to devote
himself to more altruistic activity and soon embraced Garrisonian abolition-
ism. His fiery pamphlet Justice and Expedieéncy was widely read and made
him prominent in the abolition movement. Although he never wholly
abandoned his literary efforts, Whittier was for a decade primarily an
abolitionist and probably the movement's most effective writer. He was
also active politically, serving one term in the Massachusetts General
Court (1835-36), and becoming well known as a lobbyist in Boston and
Washington. After 1836, Whittier lived in Amesbury, Massachusetts, with
his mother, aunt, and younger sister.

By 1843, Whittier had broken with Garrison, having decided that more could
be accomplished through regular political channels. Thereafter he

supported antislavery candidates, including Lincoln, and continued to write
against slavery and for various reforms. He also became more active in
literature, and avenues of publication began to reopen for him. In 1843

he was represented in Lowell's new magazine The Pioneer and published a
volume of poems, Lays of My Home. Over the next twenty years, he published
eight additional volumes of poems and five of prose (most of his literary
prose, including his one novel, Leaves from Margaret Smith's Journal, was
published in this period). During the Civil War, both national and personal
grief, including the death of his beloved younger sister Elizabeth, furthered
Whittier's literary maturity. The publication in 1866 of his best-known
spoem, Snow-Bound, was followed by other triumphs in The Tent on the Beach,
Among the Hills, and The Pennsylvania Pilgrim.

In the latter part of his life, Whittier shared with Longfellow the
distinction of being a '"household poet,'" both in America and England. He was
elected an overseer of Harvard College in 1858 and received from that
institution an honorary master's degree in 1860 and doctorate in 1886. He
was a member of the famous Saturday Club of Boston and his 70th and 80th
birthdays were literary events. Whittier considered his success less the
crown of ambition than the vindication of a consecrated life. In old age
he counseled a boy of 14, "My lad, if thou wouldst win success, join thyself]
to some unpopular but noble cause."

Whittier died in 1892. He was an eloquent advocate of justice and tolerance
and a poet of faith, comfort, and joy. Many of his poems are sung as church
hymns by many denominations. Not a literary genius of the highest stature,
he was nevertheless an important voice of his age. In "Proem,'" written in
middle life, he said his limited gifts had been laid on the shrine of Freedom|

(continued)
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8. Significance: (2) John Greenleaf Whittier Home

He never forgot this dedication, but the more tranquil atmosphere of
his later years enabled him to write poems that have earned him such
titles as "America's finest religious poet" and '"balladist of New England."
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