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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

‘“&he Knox County Courthouse, which, with its additions covers

a city block, is an imposing building. Built in 1885, the
structure would be hard to describe stylistically with such
diverse elements as a "colonial" tower and Gothic details.

The building is two and a half stories with a raised basement
and a _central clock tower. Originally it consisted of the’

. _central core flanked by two wings each having six windows to
a floor and a pedimented roof on the front facade. Brick string

courses separate the windows which are arched on the wings and
straight-topped on the tower. A quatrefoil pattern decorates
the balcony and porch.

Wings on both sides and to the rear have been added, and the
interior altered, although there are suggestions of some of
the original woodwork and iron railings.

Several monuments have been placed in the yard which fronts
Main Street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Knox County Courthouse is not a great building architectur-
ally; it is, however, an interesting example of a provincial
structure designed by a local firm which attempted to meet the
standards for governmental buildings of the late nineteenth cen-
tury. The imposing size alone has made it a landmark in the
area,

According to a plaque in the courthouse, it was built in 1885.
by the Knoxville firm of Stephenson and Getaz. The firm, which
was established in 1880 by C. F. Stephenson and David Getaz,
manufactured hardwood mantels and all kinds of interior wood
finishes. It is said to have become the largest producer of
its kind in the southeast. Research did not uncover any indi-
cation that either man was an architect.

The Courthouse is an important building in the downtown Knoxville
area.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

O

The recommended

State Local X

(]

National

Name

Title Executive Director
Tennessee Historical Commiss
Date 11/3/72

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Mot U,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histopgdc Preservation

e _H/H/73

ATTEST:

GP0O 903.087

Ui

)7 /236770
3453350

(o

13

SNOILO3NY¥LSNI




