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FORVI NO.
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PHOTOGRAFPHS
Tomn Concord

77:19 main view of house
Address 572 Main St,

77:20 "pip" chamfer stop
Historic Nare  Joseph Hosmer House

Use: Present Residential
76:2A-3 Binding summer beam with quarter-round chamfer
and taper stop in southeast chamber Original Residential
DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1700-1750
Source  Visual analysis
Style First Period
Sketch Hap: Architect None
Exterior VMl1 Fabric Q apboards
Olitbuil dings 19th c. garage with rooms
above — former bam.
Magor Alterations {v/ith dates) addition
to north (?) andunion with house next

door, ca. 1757; renovation, ca. 1915

Condition God

Mved N Dot e

Acrsage | *ssthan one acre
Setting onsmll rise facing street,
next torailroad, anong 1Qth & 20th c.

houses

N
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conminity: Fom No

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CChMISICN CONCORD 101
Office of the Secretary, Bostoa

Property Naiie: Joseph Hosmer
House

Indicate each item m inventory form whidi is beng continued below.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The Joseph Hosmer House retains integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, and feeling initsFirst Period frame. The
embel lished timber frame, rare in itsnunber of pips, makesi t
eligible under criterion G The house shows either the progression
or apppropriationof stylistic trends initsquarter-round chanfers
in the east, and beveled chanfers in the west. The unusual
alteration of the chimey stack evinces one method of bringing First
Period structuresinto the emerging Georgian aesthetic. The fusion
of two distinct houses, probably occurring c. 1757, provides not only
an interesting structural wunion, but a statement of the relationship

bet ween dwel | ing and workshop, as the owner was a cabinetmaker. The
house i s also significant under criterion D because i tis likely to
yield informationthrough historical and archeol ogical research. The

sheathing and boxing may be hiding earlier decorative finishes and
| arger unused hearths.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Joseph Hosnmer House is a five bay central chimey clapboarded
structure, two and one half stories high with an eastern latitudinal

el |, The core of the structure is a First Period house with two
possible derivations; 1) a two cell, two and one half story, central
chimey plan or 2) a single cell, two and one half story plan

enlarged to two cells later in the First Period. The chanfers are
different in the eastern and western sides of the house--quarter
round and beveled respectively. | t is most |ikely that the two roons
to the north were added at the sane time that the single cell, two
story gambrel house next door was incorporated as an eastern ell.
This change probably occurred c. 1757. The facade is' Georgian, with
6-over-9 sash wi ndows; the corners are marked by double capital
pilasters. The front door is enclosed ina protruding lobby entry.

The east el | was originally a three bay, tw story gambrel roof
structure, nmost |ikely built during the first halt of the eighteenth
century. | t sroof has been altered to neet the major portion of the

house, resulting in an awkwafd hipped roof that retains it s gambrel
shape on it seastern slope. From the rear, the el |l retainsits
original early gambrel shape of a short upper pitch and a steep, long
| ower pitch. A tall thin brick chimey pierces the gambrel ridge at
Its northern end. A second enclosed |obby entry, now unused,
projects from the facade of the ell.

MAJCR FI RST PER CD FEATURES

AN' N N ' UAKN VV.URVN ; . L
%Vylinn t 'éE chKam‘ ered sunnersggé}rgnwp[htg aBglrJgFelsSt\ébgl. bl eThéOGIay

pre 1700 date; the beveled chamfers in the west rooms could be
either contemporary with them or later First Period.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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I NVENTCRY FCRM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coiunuiity: Form No:

MASSACHBHE TS H STCR CAL CONWSS ON CONCORD 101
O fice of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name Joseph Hosmer
House

I ndicate each item on inventory formv”*ich is being continued bel ow.

The southeast first floor room has a longitudinal sumrer beam with a
quarter-round chamfer with triangular stop and pip. The southeast
chamber transverse sumrer beam has a similar quarter-round chanfer
with triangular stop, but without a pip.

The southwest chanmber has a transverse summer beam with beveled
chanfer with taper stop and pip. The stop and pi pat thenorthern
end of t he beam ar e rougher, nore angular, thestop curling up and
out, thepi pdeeply incised. O thewestern side of thebeam the
pip appears t o have been hewn away. The chimey girt 1 salso beveled
with a coarse, angular stop and pi pat itsnorthern end. (Boththe
stops at t hesouthern end of t he beans ar e concealed by t heboxing of
the plate.) The western tiei ntheroom appears tobe either a
reused beam or has been turned over (perhaps when a new roof was
added), as there are open mortises for joists beneath theplastered
cealing.The northwest first floor kitchen contains two transverse

beans with quirk-beaded molding.
LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

Most of t heroonms contain Georgian or Federal finishes. The interior
of thefront door has four panels and two strap hinges which nmay be
original. The southeast first floor room has field paneling, with
simple Georgian molding surrounding thefireplace opening There are
mol ded cornices at thejuncture of wall and ceiling, and belowt he
chimey girts. The fireplace wall i nthesouthwest and first floor
room has field panelling and bolectionmolding around the fireplace
with squat pilasters above thefireplace opening.

The northern rooms, probably added i nthemid-18th century, contain
an interesting exanple of one traditional First Period pjan type
altered t oappeal tothe Georgian sensibility. The central chimey
stack has been extended into therear roonms i na triangular shape
creating two angled fireplaces. The northeast one includes an
outside oven, while thenorthwest one i snow boarded up. The angled
tireplace m thesecond floor i sof exquisite Federal Design, with
decoration resembling thework of Samuel Mclntire

The eastern el |l i san early 18t hcentury two-story, single cell
structure probably joined tothemain house i n1757. The two sunme-

beans ar e boxed with quirk-bead molding. There i sa fireplace onthe
northern wall with fielded paneling surrounding it. CupbSards and
closets with H-hinges aretoeither side of thehearth. The outside
walls areplastered or have horizontal paneling on their upoer

[ I P original front entry, now |eading t oa bathroom
|S a board and batten door with strap hinges. There i sa delicate

Late Geor([:;ian/EarIy Federal bookcase built into theeastern wall A
cupboard-like door of fiel paneling, now unused, was probSly a

second entry when t heel | was a hone.
-9
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I NVENTORY FCORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Ccranunity: Form No:

MASSACH BETTS H STCR CAL GaV'SSI ON GONCCRD 101
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nare: Joseph Hosmer
House

Indicate each item en inventory foimwhich i sbeing continued bel ow.

A thetopof thestairway i ntheell one can see theend rafter from
the gambrel with its open trenches for purlins. I naltering the
ganmbrel t o a hipped roof, this rafter has becone obsolete and rests
In thecarpeting i nthehallway. The change from gambrel t o hi p roof
is evident i na crawl spacei nthe attic.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

Local history claims that the gambrel ell was built c. 1672 and was
the hone of Obadi ah Wheeler, an original Concord settler. The sane
sources suggest that themin portion of thehouse was built by Major
Joseph Hosmer c¢. 1757. Stylistic evidence makes it nore |ikely that
the main house i stheWeeler House built c¢.1672, and that the
ganbrel ell was built by c. 1757, when it was joined tothe older
house by Maj or Joseph Hosmer. Major Joseph Hosmer (1736-1821) was a
wel | -known cabi net-maker and farmer. He was the son of Thomas and
Prudence Hosnmer, who i n 1744 are said t o have exchanged farms with a
M. Hayward (Haywood) and noved into an existing house, supposedly’
demol i shed i n 1820. Thomas Hosmer i salso believed t o have bought a
farm from M. Joseph Shevally (Shavally), who purchased i t from

Obadi ah Wheeler, theoriginal owner. I n 1757, Thomas Hosmer divided
the farm between hi ssons Benjam n and Joseph, giving Benjamnthe
old homestead and Joseph t he Shevally/Wheel erproperty. It is
believed that Joseph built part of thehouse and integrated i t into
the Wheel er House, perhaps as extra space for hi sworkshop, perhaps
to house hislive-in enmployees. Stylistic assessment makes 1 t [ikel?
that Joseph onl?/1 added t he rear , y
existing older house i n1757, (northern) portion of the house toan

but installing fashionable angWedng conservative quirk-beaded frame
woul d have joined theenlarged houséreplaces. At thesane time, he

pre-existing, el I Thorough deed resbdréMSvdlRY! Be: nBOSSI DIy al so
firmy establish these dates. cessary to
REFERENCES

Curmm_ngs, . Abott Lowell. The Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bav.
Cafmbri dge, 1979. ' A
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Shattuck, Lemuel. History of Concord Bost on, 1835.

Wheel er, Ruth. Climate for Freedom Concord, M\ 1967
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