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Town Concord 

Address 572 Main St, 

His tor ic Name Joseph Hosmer House 

Use: Present Residential 
76:2A-3 Binding summer beam wi th quarter-round chamfer 

and taper stop i n southeast chamber 

Sketch Hap: 

Original Residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1700-1750 

Source 

Style 

Visual analysis 

F i r s t Period 

Architect None 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Olitbuil dings 19th c. garage wi th rooms 

above — former bam. 

Major Alterations {v/ith dates) addition 
to north (?) and union with house next 
door, ca. 1757; renovation, ca. 1915 

Condition Good 

]7>i REFERENCE 

N 

19 / 305-110 / 4703-050 

USGS Quŷ '̂RANGLE Concord (now Maynard) 

1:25,000 

Moved No Date 

Acrsage l^ss than one acre 

Setting on small r i s e facing street, 

next to r a i l r o a d , among IQth & 20th c. 

houses 

Recorded by Elizabeth Lampl 

Organirati on Boston University 

January 10, 1986 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Joseph Hosmer House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, and f e e l i n g i n i t s F i r s t Period frame. The 
embellished timber frame, rare i n i t s number of p i p s , makes i t 
e l i g i b l e under c r i t e r i o n C. The house shows e i t h e r the progression 
or a p p p r o p r i a t i o n of s t y l i s t i c trends i n i t s quarter-round chamfers 
i n the east, and beveled chamfers i n the west. The unusual 
a l t e r a t i o n of the chimney stack evinces one method of b r i n g i n g F i r s t 
Period s t r u c t u r e s i n t o the emerging Georgian a e s t h e t i c . The f u s i o n 
of two d i s t i n c t houses, probably occurring c. 1757, provides not only 
an i n t e r e s t i n g s t r u c t u r a l union, but a statement of the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between d w e l l i n g and workshop, as the owner was a cabinetmaker. The 
house i s also s i g n i f i c a n t under c r i t e r i o n D because i t i s l i k e l y to 
y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n through h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h e o l o g i c a l research. The 
sheathing and boxing may be h i d i n g e a r l i e r decorative f i n i s h e s and 
l a r g e r unused hearths. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Joseph Hosmer House i s a f i v e bay c e n t r a l chimney clapboarded 
. s t r u c t u r e , two and one h a l f s t o r i e s high w i t h an eastern l a t i t u d i n a l 

e l l . The core of the s t r u c t u r e i s a F i r s t Period house w i t h two 
p o s s i b l e d e r i v a t i o n s ; 1) a two c e l l , two and one h a l f s t o r y , c e n t r a l 
chimney plan or 2) a s i n g l e c e l l , two and one h a l f s t o r y plan 
enlarged to two c e l l s l a t e r i n the F i r s t Period. The chamfers are 
d i f f e r e n t i n the eastern and western sides of the house--quarter 
round and beveled r e s p e c t i v e l y . I t i s most l i k e l y t h a t the two rooms 
to the n o r t h were added at the same time t h a t the s i n g l e c e l l , two 
s t o r y gambrel house next door was incorporated as an eastern e l l . 
This change probably occurred c. 1757. The facade i s ' Georgian, w i t h 
6-over-9 sash windows; the corners are marked by double c a p i t a l 
p i l a s t e r s . The f r o n t door i s enclosed i n a p r o t r u d i n g lobby e n t r y . 

The east e l l was o r i g i n a l l y a three bay, two s t o r y gambrel roof 
s t r u c t u r e , most l i k e l y b u i l t d u r i n g the f i r s t h a l f of the eighteenth 
century. I t s roof has been a l t e r e d to meet the major p o r t i o n of the 
house, r e s u l t i n g i n an awkwafd hipped roof t h a t r e t a i n s i t s gambrel 
shape on i t s eastern slope. From the rear, the e l l r e t a i n s i t s 
o r i g i n a l e a r l y gambrel shape of a short upper p i t c h and a steep, long 
lower p i t c h . A t a l l t h i n b r i c k chimney pierces the gambrel r i d g e at 
i t s n o r t h e r n end. A second enclosed lobby entry, now unused, 
p r o j e c t s from the facade of the e l l . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

QStv̂ 1'n'̂ ?v.£''̂ K̂  '^^'•'^ s e c t i o n of the house i s v i s i b l e today 
only i n the chamfered summer beams w i t h elaborate stops. The 

pre 1700 date; the beveled chamfers i n the west rooms could be 
e i t h e r contemporary w i t h them, or l a t e r F i r s t Period. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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The southeast f i r s t f l o o r room has a l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam w i t h a 
quarter-round chamfer w i t h t r i a n g u l a r stop and p i p . The southeast 
chamber transverse summer beam has a s i m i l a r quarter-round chamfer 
w i t h t r i a n g u l a r stop, but without a p i p . 

The southwest chamber has a transverse summer beam w i t h beveled 
chamfer w i t h taper stop and p i p . The stop and p i p at the northern 
end of the beam are rougher, more angular, the stop c u r l i n g up and 
out, the p i p deeply i n c i s e d . On the western side of the beam, the 
pip appears to have been hewn away. The chimney g i r t i s also beveled 
w i t h a coarse, angular stop and p i p at i t s northern end. (Both the 
stops at the southern end of the beams are concealed by the boxing of 
the p l a t e . ) The western t i e i n the room appears to be e i t h e r a 
reused beam or has been turned over (perhaps when a new roof was 
added), as there are open mortises f o r j o i s t s beneath the p l a s t e r e d 
cealing.The northwest f i r s t f l o o r k i t c h e n contains two transverse 
beams w i t h quirk-beaded molding. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

Most of the rooms contain Georgian or Federal f i n i s h e s . The i n t e r i o r 
of the f r o n t door has four panels and two s t r a p hinges which may be 
o r i g i n a l . The southeast f i r s t f l o o r room has f i e l d paneling, w i t h 
simple Georgian molding surrounding the f i r e p l a c e opening There are 
molded cornices a t the junc t u r e of w a l l and c e i l i n g , and below the 
chimney g i r t s . The f i r e p l a c e w a l l i n the southwest and f i r s t f l o o r 
room has f i e l d p a n e l l i n g and b o l e c t i o n molding around the f i r e p l a c e 
w i t h squat p i l a s t e r s above the f i r e p l a c e opening. 

The n o r t h e r n rooms, probably added i n the mid-18th century, contain 
an i n t e r e s t i n g example of one t r a d i t i o n a l F i r s t Period pjan type 
a l t e r e d t o appeal t o the Georgian s e n s i b i l i t y . The c e n t r a l chimney 
stack has been extended i n t o the rear rooms i n a t r i a n g u l a r shape 
c r e a t i n g two angled f i r e p l a c e s . The northeast one includes an 
out s i d e oven, w h i l e the northwest one i s now boarded up. The angled 
t i r e p l a c e m the second f l o o r i s of e x q u i s i t e Federal Design, w i t h 
d e c o r a t i o n resembling the work of Samuel M c l n t i r e 

The eastern e l l i s an e a r l y 18th century two-story, s i n g l e c e l l 
s t r u c t u r e probably j o i n e d to the main house i n 1757. The two summe-
beams are boxed w i t h quirk-bead molding. There i s a f i r e p l a c e on the 
n o r t h e r n w a l l w i t h f i e l d e d paneling surrounding i t . CupbSards and 
c l o s e t s w i t h H-hinges are to e i t h e r side of the hearth. The outside 
w a l l s are p l a s t e r e d or have h o r i z o n t a l paneling on t h e i r upoer 

r I ! i o r i g i n a l f r o n t e n t r y , now leading t o a bathroom, 
IS a board and b a t t e n door w i t h s t r a p hinges. There i s a d e l i c a t e 
Late Georgian/Early Federal bookcase b u i l t i n t o the eastern w a l l A 
cupboa r d - l i k e door of f i e l paneling, now unused, was p r o b S l y a 
second e n t r y when the e l l was a home. 

-2-
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At the top of the stairway i n the e l l one can see the end r a f t e r from 
the gambrel w i t h i t s open trenches f o r p u r l i n s . I n a l t e r i n g the 
gambrel to a hipped r o o f , t h i s r a f t e r has become obsolete and r e s t s 
i n the ca r p e t i n g i n the hallway. The change from gambrel t o h i p roof 
i s evident i n a crawlspace i n the a t t i c . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Local h i s t o r y claims t h a t the gambrel e l l was b u i l t c. 1672 and was 
the home of Obadiah Wheeler, an o r i g i n a l Concord s e t t l e r . The same 
sources suggest t h a t the main p o r t i o n of the house was b u i l t by Major 
Joseph Hosmer c. 1757. S t y l i s t i c evidence makes i t more l i k e l y t h a t 
the main house i s the Wheeler House b u i l t c.1672, and t h a t the 
gambrel e l l was b u i l t by c. 1757, when i t was j o i n e d to the older 
house by Major Joseph Hosmer. Major Joseph Hosmer (1736-1821) was a 
well-known cabinet-maker and farmer. He was the son of Thomas and 
Prudence Hosmer, who i n 1744 are said to have exchanged farms w i t h a 
Mr. Hayward (Haywood) and moved i n t o an e x i s t i n g house, supposedly' 
demolished i n 1820. Thomas Hosmer i s also b e l i e v e d t o have bought a 
farm from Mr. Joseph Shevally ( S h a v a l l y ) , who purchased i t from 
Obadiah Wheeler, the o r i g i n a l owner. I n 1757, Thomas Hosmer d i v i d e d 
the farm between h i s sons Benjamin and Joseph, g i v i n g Benjamin the 
old homestead and Joseph the Shevally/Wheeler p r o p e r t y . I t i s 
believed that Joseph b u i l t p a r t of the house and i n t e g r a t e d i t i n t o 
the Wheeler House, perhaps as e x t r a space f o r h i s workshop, perhaps 
to house h i s l i v e - i n employees. S t y l i s t i c assessment makes i t l i k e l ^ 
t h at Joseph only added the rear 
e x i s t i n g older house i n 1757, 
but i n s t a l l i n g fashionable angled 
would have j o i n e d the enlarged house 
p r e - e x i s t i n g , e l l 
f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h 

y 
(northern) p o r t i o n of the house t o an 

using conservative quirk-beaded frame 
f i r e p l a c e s . At the same time, he 

to the smaller, p o s s i b l y also 
cessary to 

Thorough deed research would be' ne 
these dates. 
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