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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The simple federal form of this large two-story brick house has
remained relatively unchanged since its construction in 1850. The
floor plan has the central hall with two rooms on either side and
an ell at the right rear.

The house has a recessed front entrance with a second floor balcony
onto which opens “double doors from an upstairs hall. A large
window on each side of the front entrance-both up and down stairs-
has a stone lintel, wood shutters, and window panes that are today
six over six, although earlier the panes were smaller. Each
elevation of the building has a cornice with dentil work that
remains in good condition. The house has two chimmeys rising above
a hipped roof--covered today with tin.

An ancient boxwood border outlines the original stone sidewalk,
now almost entirely buried. A late nineteenth century cistern
building is standing at the left rear of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Wilson-Young house lies in its architec-

tural style. This simple brick structure illustrates the federal
style as it was adapted to this part of the country. Although o
unpretentious, the dignity of this house has remained relatively

unchanged through the years.

According to verbal tradition, this house was , built by a slave who
was a skillful brickmaker and mason. Mrs. Jessie Eagin, one of
the present occupants, recalls having heard throughout the years
that Andrew Madison Wilson, builder of the house, leased from a
neighbor the skilled slave for one year at a cost of $1,500.00.
Although most difficult to document, a significant amount of
building in Tennessee was done by black craftsmen and this struc-
ture appears to be one such example.

Family reminiscences written in the 1930's state that the bricks
were made on the fanm in kilns 8' high and 10' in diameter Also
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Conversations with present owners, Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Clark and with
Mrs. David Wade, local historian.
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