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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Herman Luce Cabin is a one and one half story, rectangular dwelling of 
hewn oak logs with a wooden-shingled roof of medium pitch. The one room 
cabin was built in 1871 over a stone cellar which serves as a foundation 
for the base logs, set a few inches above ground level.

There are two doors, one in the north wall and one in the south wall. There 
is a shuttered, double hung window just to the east of the south door, and 
another in the east wall. There is a small, shuttered window in the west 
wall and another in the east gable end. The gable ends are of board-and- 
batten construction. ,-

Alterations to the structure during- its 70 year occupancy included, room di­ 
viders (now removed), and repairs such as the replacement of roofing, win­ 
dows, and mortar from between logs and around the-top vof -the foundation. -*,«*
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Only a few cabins built by settlers in eastern South Dakota are still standing; 
fewer still remain on their original sites, as does the Herman N. Luce Ca­ 
bin. This cabin was the second constructed in Lake County, and is the old­ 
est still standing. It was the site of the first recorded birth in the area, 
that of Herman-David Luce, grandson of Herman N. Luce. The cabin was the 
first Post Office and served as Land Office for the new community which, 
like the lake, was named Herman after Herman Luce.

Herman N. Luce and his family were amoung the earliest people to become per­ 
manent settlers. Herman Luce served as Postmaster and Land Grant Officer 
for the area. In 1873, the territorial governor appointed commissioners 
to be charged with organizing Lake County; one of these commissioners was,,,,, . 
Herman Luce.

Although the town of Herman was abandoned in 1881 when the railroad by-passed 
it in favor of New Madison, the Herman Luce Cabin remained. Indeed, it is 
the only structure remaining from the days before the railroad. The cabin 
was continually occupied until 1941, when the park was originally purchased.

Adjacent to the cabin, and just west of it, are the graves of four of the 
original family: Herman N. Luce's wife, eight-year-old daughter, mother- 
in-law, and brother-in-law. All were interred within the first decade of 
the cabin's habitation.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The boundar1es below are shown in red on accompanying
aerial photo. •

Northern Boundary: Retaining wall north of cabin. 
Eastern Boundary: Retaining wall east of cabin.
Western Boundary: A north-south line through a point 50 feet west of grave sites,

to north and south boundaries. : -^
Southern Boundary: An e^st-west line 80 meters south of northern boundary, 
_______________ner.ting past, and wpst hnunHanpt;.___________________ 
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