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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

SFP 
received 

date entered 

9 1983 

historic ^ Eber. i S herman \ F arm ^ j a x ^ f o r r o d h 
/ ^ 

O S -

and or common Sherman-Carpenter Farm 

2. Location 
street & number 1 0 1 0 S t a t e R & a d ( R o t r t e r - ^ l - ^ ' N / A not for publication 

city, town N o r t h A d a m s 11 vicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 0 2 5 county B e r k s h i r e code 0 0 3 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public ^ occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) ^ private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object N / A i n process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name M r . a n d M r s . T h o m a s V . S i c i l i a n o 

street & number 1 0 1 0 S t a t e R o a d 

city, town N o r t h A d a m s N / A vicinity of state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. N o r t h e r n B e r k s h i r e R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 65 Park S t r e e t 

city, town Adams state Massachuse t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c Asse t s 

title o f t h e Commonwealth, #M-299 has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date September 1978 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town B o s t o n state Massachuse t t s 



7. Descr ipt ion Eber Sherman Farm, North Adams, Massachusetts 

Condition Check one Check one 
X_ excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

good ruins X altered moved date N / A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Eber Sherman Farm, c o n s i s t i n g of 7.8 acres of land, l i e s 3/4 m i l e 
south of the Hoosic River and j u s t n o r t h of the North Adams A i r f i e l d . 
I t i s l ocated on State Road a t the western edge of the c i t y ' s l i m i t s 
close t o i t s boundary w i t h Williamstown. 

The Eber Sherman House, b u i l t ca.l843, i s one of four d i s t i n c t i v e 
t r a n s i t i o n a l Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e residences i n North Adams. A l l of 
these b u i l d i n g s date from the mid 19th century; three are located i n 
p r o x i m i t y t o one another at the western edge of the c i t y , w i t h the 
other being nearer the center of town, and a l l employ coiranon elements. 
Their shared f e a t u r e s , which include heavy brackets, a wide f r i e z e and 
a p o r t i c o e d main e n t r y , are combined i n such a way t h a t they create a 
d i n s t i c t l y l o c a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l form. The'other three b u i l d i n g s r e t a i n ' '. 
t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y and w i l l be subjects i n a f u t u r e m u l t i p l e 
resource area nomination f o r the C i t y of Notth Adams. ~ 

S i m i l a r t o i t s tiiree counterparts, the Eber Sherman House i s a 235-story, 
f i v e - b a y , center entry s t r u c t u r e w i t h a gable roof and two i n t e r i o r 
chimneys. This t r a d i t i o n a l plan i s combined w i t h Greek Revival features 
t h a t i n c l u d e p i l a s t e r cornerboards, a wide f r i e z e a t the cornice, and a 
trabeated entrance composed of s i d e l i g h t s and a transom. A d d i t i o n a l 
ornamentation, p r i m a r i l y Greek Revival i n form, can be seen i n small 
r e c t a n g u l a r windows placed i n each tympanum and octagonal columns t h a t 
support a p o r t i c o e d e n t r y . One of the most d i s t i n c t i v e features of t h i s 
house, and the other t h r e e , however, i s the use of prom.inent i t a l i a n a t e 
brackets a t the cornice of the roof and entry p o r t i c o . 

Over the years no major changes or a d d i t i o n s have a l t e r e d the Eber Sherman 
House. I t remains standing on i t s o r i g i n a l stone foundation and r e t a i n s 
i t s o v e r a l l r e c t i l i n e a r five-by-two bay plan w i t h two small 1- and I k -
s t o r y gabled e l l s attached t o the eastern end o f the b u i l d i n g . The 
l a r g e r two-bay e l l , f e a t u r i n g a columned porch, extends d i r e c t l y from 
the eastern e l e v a t i o n of the main b u i l d i n g w i t h the smaller wing being 
attached t o the northern e l e v a t i o n of the l a r g e r extension. 

On the grounds of the p r o p e r t y , north of the house, stand the cheese c e l l a r , 
three barn foundations, and a small m i l k house. The c e l l a r , b u i l t adjacent 
to the house, i s o r i g i n a l t o the p r o p e r t y , measures approximately 10 f e e t 
by 12 f e e t , and i s constructed of stone. Although only the foundations 
of the barns remain, a concrete m i l k house, b u i l t ca.l920, s t i l l stands, 
and since the 1960s has been used as a guest house. 



8. Significance Eber Sherman Farm, North Adams, Massachusetts 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

J l _ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

X archeology-historic 
X agriculture 
X architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

X exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1 8 4 3 Builder/Architect E b e r Sherman 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Eber Sherman House i s located at the western end of North Adams on 
land t h a t u n t i l 1900 was p a r t of Williamstown. This property, now con­
s i s t i n g of almost 8 acres, once included a l i t t l e over 310 acres, and i n 
the mid 19th century was w e l l known l o c a l l y as a prosperous and extensive 
d a i r y farm. The farmhouse, d a t i n g from ca.l843, i s noteworthy f o r i t s 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l features which combine i n a unique and d i s t i n c t i v e l y l o c a l 
manner, Greek Revival elements along v/ith I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l . S i g n i f i c a n t 
f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h an iinportant and successful 19th century farming 
f a m i l y as w e l l as f o r i t s d i s t i n c t a r c h i t e c t u r a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , the 
Eber Sherman House meets c r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the N a t i o n a l Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. 

I n 1813, W i l l i a m Sherman purchased from Daniel Day two parcels of land 
i n North Adams t o t a l l i n g 310 acres. Sherman's newly purchased land 
holdings l a y t o the n o r t h and south of the Hoosic River. Known f o r h i s 
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l a b i l i t i e s , Sherman, who l i v e d i n Williamstown proper 
throughout h i s l i f e , not only operated a successful store t h e r e , but also 
amassed a s u b s t a n t i a l amount of land i n the area. '; This fann and orchard 
i n North Adams formed only a small p a r t of h i s t o t a l holdings. 

The nominated b u i l d i n g , constructed by William's son Eber i n 1843, was 
the second house t o .be.built on t h i s property. S t i l l extant^ the e a r l i e r 
s t r u c t u r e , b u i l t ca.1825, i s s i m i l a r i n plan and d e t a i l to the l a t e r house. 
I t too i s a five- b a y , 2%-story d w e l l i n g w i t h Greek Revival d e t a i l s t h a t 
i n clude p i l a s t e r cornerboards and a wide f r i e z e . This b u i l d i n g , located 
west of the nominated property, remained i n the Sherman f a m i l y u n t i l the 
l a s t q uarter of the 19th century. 

I n 1843, Eber Sherman purchased from h i s f a t h e r the p o r t i o n of land i n 
North Adams which l a y south of the Hoosic River. I n t h a t year, he b u i l t 
a s u b s t a n t i a l f i ve-bay center entry farmhouse w i t h d i s t i n c t Greek Revival 
and I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l s . Although s i m i l a r i n plan and ornamentation t o the 
older d w e l l i n g on the pr o p e r t y , t h i s newer house w i t h i t s heavy brackets 
and p o r t i c o e d entry bore a more marked resemblance t o three other residences 
constructed i n the same per i o d , and located nearby on land which u n t i l 
1823 had formed the northern p o r t i o n of the W i l l i a m Sherman pr o p e r t y . 

Unlike h i s f a t h e r , who was involved i n various business ventures, Eber 
concentrated on the management of h i s d a i r y and sheep farm which p r i m a r i l y 
produced wool, cheese, and m i l k . I n a d d i t i o n t o these a c t i v i t i e s , he and 
h i s brother Chauncy operated a r e t a i l cheese business. The farm remained 

(Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ^ • ^ a c r e s 

. , w i l l i a m s t o w n 
Quadrangle name 

UT M References 

^ | 1 | 8 | | 6 | 4 , 9 | 8 , 6 | 0 | | 4 | 7 | 2 | 9 | 0 | 0 , 0 | 

Zone Easting Northing 

c L l i l J | 6 | 4 , 9 | 8 i 5 | 0 | | 4 | 7 | 2 | 8 | 6 | 0 | 0 | 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 5 , 0 0 0 
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J_L I i I I I J _ l . J 
Verbal boundary description and justification The Eber Sherman Farm, now owned by M r . & 

M r s . Thomas V . S i c i l i a n o , has been r educed t o a n a r r o w r e c t a n g u l a r l o t 
c o n t a i n i n g 7.8 a c r e s . I t s n o r t h e r n boundary i s 279 f e e t on t h e s o u t h 

' 1 ' • ( C o n t i n u e d ) 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 
"N/AT 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Kathryn Kubie, Preservation Planner, w i t h James N. P a r r i s h ,  

name/title H i s t o r i c Preservation Planner, Berkshire County Regional Planning 
Commission 

organization Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commissiondate May, 19 83 

street & number 29 4 W a s h i n g t o n S t , 

city or town B o s t o n 

telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 4 , 7 0 

state Massachuse t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

s t a t e H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
title Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date 

For NPS use only 
hereby certify that this property is included in t|^e.^ji^ioijia^ Re^i^|^r 

national Ee«ieter date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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a prosperous one through the C i v i l War, when i t was g r e a t l y a f f e c t e d by 
a marked economic depression i n the e a r l y 1870s which c r i p p l e d the New 
England d a i r y i n d u s t r y . From t h i s p e r i o d throu<^h the e a r l y 20th century, 
although the land continued t o be farmed, i t never regained i t s economic 
v i a b i l i t y . A r e f l e c t i o n of the farm's decline can be seen i n the quick 
changes of ownership which began i n 1871 w i t h the Sherman f a m i l y s e l l i n g 
t h e i r property and continued through the e a r l y 20th century. This p e r i o d 
of i n s t a b i l i t y u l t i m a t e l y culminated i n a bank f o r e c l o s u r e i n 19 07. Since 
t h a t time, the land surrounding the farm has been subdivided i n t o smaller 
p a r c e l s , development which has r e s u l t e d i n d i m i n i s h i n g the property's 
acreage t o e i g h t acres. 

Although the environment surrounding the Eber Sherman House has changed 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y over the l a s t 60 years, the farmhouse remains as a w e l l 
preserved example of a d i s t i n c t l o c a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e which combines 
i n an unusual manner Greek Revival and I t a l i a n a t e f e a t u r e s . The b u i l d i n g 
also stands as an important reminder of a period i n North Adams' past 
which played a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n i t s e a r l y development. 

The land surrounding the Eber Sherman House should be considered t o 
cont a i n subsurface remains of a n c i l l a r y b u i l d i n g s and d i s c r e t e and 
sca t t e r e d t r a s h deposits i n a d d i t i o n t o the v i s i b l e barn foundations. 
C a r e f u l l y designed and conducted research u t i l i z i n g archaeological 
methods may provide i n f o r m a t i o n important t o our understanding of past 
land use, the s p a t i a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n of and economic a c t i v i t i e s associated 
w i t h a 19th century d a i r y farm, and aspects of domestic l i f e i n t h a t 
p e r i o d . Also, the property's l o c a t i o n on the Hoosic River f l o o d p l a i n 
i n d i c a t e s a p o t e n t i a l f o r the presence of p r e h i s t o r i c c u l t u r a l remains. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES 

Williamstown, The F i r s t Two Hundred Years, Robert R. Brooks, 1953. 
Williamstown and Williams College. Arthur Lathan Perry, Robert R. Brooks, 1899 
Ori g i n s of Williamstown. Arthur Latham Perry, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1896. 
Boyhood Reminiscences. Judge Keyes Danforth, Gazhay Brothers, 189 5. 
Northern Berkshire Registry of Deeds. 

10. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION(CONTINUED) 

boundary of State Road (Route 7 ) , westerly from a p o i n t where Paull Brook 
crosses the highway. The east and west boundaries run 1164.2 f e e t south t o 
the northern l i n e of Harriman A i r p o r t , a l i n e running N81 degrees - 42 degrees 
west. P a u l l Brook runs roughly through the middle of the property south 
to n o r t h . (See attached copy of the North Adams Assessors Map.) 
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Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Worl<ing No. 
SEP 9 1933 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
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Acti on: _±^ACCEPT_ 
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Reviewer's comments: 
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Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7 . D e s c r i p t i o n 

Condit ion 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

f I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
cn completeness ^ 
• clarity 
cn applicable criteria 
cn justification of areas checked 
cn relating significance to the resource 
• context 
cn relationship of integrity to significance 
cn justification of exception 
cn other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

cn Maps 
cn Photographs 
cn Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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North Adams Historical Commission North Adams, Massachusetts 01247 

May 25, 1982 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA. 02108 

Dear People, 

The North Adams Histor i c a l Commission f u l l y supports the 
nomination of the Eber Sherman Sarm (N.A.Historic Properties Survey, 
1978, M-299) to the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Sherman Farm i s one of the few North Adams Greek Revival 
houses that survived the Queen-Anne architectural boom of the 1880's 
and as such i s p a r t i c u l a r l y important to the architectural history of 
the c i t y . 

The Commission would abo l i k e to commend the Siciliano 
I^mily and Jim Parrish f o r the time and e f f o r t put into preparing 
the nomination form. Their work has added considerably to our fund of 
local history i n addition to the Sherman Farm's value f o r national 
history. 

Sincerely, 

Chair, Hist o r i c a l Commission 


