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Town Barnstable (Marstons Mills Center)

Address Rt e. 149, Marstons Mills

Historic Nane Marstons M|l s Hearse House

lke:  Present vacant
Original Marstons M| ls Hearse House
DESCRI PTI QJ

Date <c. 1885

source Town of Barnstable Clerk's Records

Style Vprnariilar

Architect  unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric wood shingles-painted
o white

Qutbuildings "o'e

Myjor Alterations (wth dates) Repaired-

1985, concrete footings, new tinmbersto
replace rotten boards. Jacked up & |owered

condition nn mncrete footings.
fair-good
Mved Cate
See form MA 801
Acreage 7q/n

Setting Ahuts Marstons MIl.g-i QoTnefery

and RfP. 149

Recorded by Candace Jenkins

Organization

Date 1986

Bar-ncl-aKI1Q HA7egM.TAefal rnniTn



NATI ONAL REG STER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicetole)
The Marstons Mills Hearse House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanship, feeling, and association. | tissignificant forits associations with
the village of Marstons Mills, and, especially, as the only remainingbuilding of its
type inthe town to remain substantiallyunaltered fromthe md 19th century. |t thus

neets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTEOUN. SGIAGtNE Describe iit?rtat architectural features and eval uate i nterns of
other buildings withinthe connunity.

The Hearse House i s a small wood frame structure of rectangular plan and encl osed by

a gable roof. A double leaf door islocated on one of the gable ends. The building is
sheathed with decorat ve shingles. | tislocated on thevillage cemetery (M 801)

lot, and i sthe only building of its type inthe tow to remain intact.

HSICRCAL. SGNHCANE Explain the role omers played inlocal or state history and how the
bui I ding relates to the devel opnent of the connunity:.

The Town of Barnstable i s divided into seven villages. During the 1800s, each of the

seven villages were provided with a horse drawn hearse and hearse house, usually built

next to the oldest burying ground i nthevillage. The noney to pay for the hearses

and construction of hearse houses was appropriated by town meeting. Repairs tothe
hearses and houses were also done at town expense. An entry inthe 1889 Town of Barnstable
Report states "B F. & C C Crocker, paint Marstons M |Ils Hearse House...$4.50." This
smal | building ceased to serve as a hearse house during the early 1930s. The building

had recently been used as a combinationstorage, tool shed, cenetery maintenance catch

all by the Town's Structures and Grounds Department. Vandals had repeatedly broken

into the building causing damage to the interior and contents.

In October of 1984, the Town of Barnstable was preparing to nove the building to Sandy Neck
to be used as a gatehouse. Several Marstons Mills residents as well as the Barnstable

Hi storical Conmission objected to having this building noved and the operation was
suspended. Althoughstill owned by the Townf”the Marstons Mills Civic and Historical

groups have become guardians of the little building, fund raising the noney necessary *
to repair where needed, protect by better street lighting and insure that the Marstons

Mills Hearse House stays at its original location.

A Hearse thought to have been used in Marstons Mills i scurrently on display at the

Donald G Trayser Menorial Miseum Rte 6A Cobb's Hill, Barnstable (See Form #C-88).
Bl BLI OGRAFBy and/ or REFERENCES

Town of Barnstable Clerks' Records, Town Hall, Miin Street, Hyannis, M

Town of Barnstable Annual Reports, 1885, 1889, Entire collection on file at the

Sturgis Library, Main Street (Ete. 6A) Barnstable, M
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Qoranuni ty: Form No:

MASSAOMEETTS HISTORICAL CCRVIISSON Marstons Mills Center — M#-19

Office of the Secretary, Bogton
Property Nane: Marstons Mills Hearse

Indicate each item on inventory form vAiidi is being continued beow.

Historical Significance Continued

There are only two hearse houses left i nthe Town of Barnstable. The Marstons Mills
house i sth&only one at i tsoriginal location which hasnot been substantially altered.
The other i scurrently a blacksmth shop i nBarnstable Village (see Form #0-110).

Staple to Inventory form at bottom






5. INDIVIDUAL STONES

A. Architectural or Sculptural Monuments

Date of
Family Name Monument Type Sculptor/Artist Phot(
Hon. Nymphas Marston late 180C's  shaft unknown Affiir
Hamblin late 1800's shaft unknown i‘éo'l
\
B. Pre-1830 Stones
Key Death Stone
Words Status Last Name First Name Sex Date Age Shape Design Condition Photo
IMO Mr Crocker Benjamin M Feb.27,1785 5 F 7 Poor Agcl)l 7
IMO Mr Crocker Hemand M Feb. 26, 17s3 30 F 7 Fair A883i5
Sampson Mary F Mar.17.1793 36 B Urn Poor 8A‘g'061-
IMO Mr Marston Benjamin M Feb. 8 179? 79 F 14 Poor igbio
IMO Mrs Goodspeed Abigail F July 7, 180: 75 F 19 Poor 2‘;(—)?

IMO Mrs Marston Sarah F 1809 71 F Willow& Good /
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Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

Name Barnstable MRA
gj"g Barnstable (Jounty, MA

Nomination/Type of Review

OMB No. 1024-0018
E»P- 10-31-84

[f«KM>syM«i”
A7
IMAMM
Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Date/Signature

61. Jenkins, Joseph, House Jj M NABAS ! Keeper (ZZZA'N--'~N -y NSANZ Ty
Attest
62. Jenkins, John, Honest ead PN * A NNV YANN NNy A "NINZey
Attest
) 5 3Ji «
63.  Jenkins-Whelden Farmstead fAyhom:.  logilri.-deeper yAL-L.-'-M - A ye A
Attest
: Watered 1o .
64. Liberty Hall Mrj.ofr Bwir**A deeper ZyAy-NN-ZMyN A'>PiNT
Attest
65. Lincoln House Club MUANM*AZLSAsSIrBic /deeper YAJAL-AMAANNZAYN Ny MTTTA
Attest
66. Lovell, Capt. George, iBfc.tantl T.lani~"" Keeper ANANG ] ANNZ A
House
67. Lovel, Nehemiah, House [ |, ~"" Keeper | M J TAYLA Nl AN h
- 1
A Attest ficrS'N 4
68. Marstons M |1 s Hearse St- 1 AN - TXeeper yyYyy.....,. yyocy y "AZZ
House amdl Cemett arryy ffjen-- L:iA—*
Attest
] tet«cd IM ]
69. Marston, William, House [myWin -peeper yy</Lyu..,MWYy--y VNJp7
Attest
70. Merrill Estate

Substantlr. K, «/| Keegper

fetj  AHC<XM cfin<i7-

Attest



WASO Form e« 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Marstons Milb Hearse Hoise and Cemetery
(Barnstable MRA)

Barnstable County Working No m 2J15¥
MASSACHUSETTS g e
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: Vv7- 3/I™I™T
Action: _i=r*CCEPT ... 3-/3 f7
CZ resubmission iRtered | ntke RETURN_
e nomination by person or local government REJECT _
CD owner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal
Substantive Review: im sample d | request * appeal CZ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

S. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check ona

excellent 1 |deteriorated unaltered « original site
O good CZl ruins im altered moved date.
. fair I lunexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity
ED alterations/integrity
e dates

I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CZ completeness A

CD clarity

« applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
LD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title

, date

13. Other

C4 Maps
CZ Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Comments for any item may be conti'nued on an attached sheet

Phone:

GPO 918-450
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Barnstable, M\ NRA

Marstons Mil|ls Hearse House (MVAL9)
and Cenetery (MW801), Cotuit Road

Assessors' Myp; Scale: 1"=100



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000271



