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Barnstable, MA MRA 

AREA FORM NO. 

MM A 19 

Town Barnstable (Marst ons M i l l s Center) 

Address Rte. 149, Marstons M i l l s 

Historic Name Marstons M i l l s Hearse House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketdi Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relaticn to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features, indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

see attached assessors map 

Use: Present vacant 

Original Marstons Mills Hearse House 

DESCRIPTIOJ 

Date c. 1885 

s o u r c e Town o f B a r n s t a b l e C l e r k ' s Records 

S t y l e V p r n a r i i l a r 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood shingles-painted 
white 

Outbuildings "o"e 

Major Alterations (with dates) Repaired-

1985, concrete footings, new timbers to 
replace rotten boards. Jacked up & lowered 
condition nn mncrete footings. 

fair-good 

Moved Date 

Acreage 
See form MMA 801 

7q/n 

Setting Ahuts Marstons Mill.q-i CpTnefery 

and RfP. 149 

um REFEREMCE > / ^ ^ 3 / ^ 7 7 < D / W ; ? 7 V 6 

rp?i^4^V, MA USGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins 

O r g a n i z a t i o n B a r - n c l - a K l Q H^•g^^.T^^•f a 1 rnniTn 

Date 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicetole) 

The Marstons M i l l s Hearse House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship, f e e l i n g , and association. I t i s si g n i f i c a n t for i t s associations with 
the v i l l a g e of Marstons M i l l s , and, especially, as the only remaining building of i t s 
type i n the town to remain substantially unaltered from the mid 19th century. I t thus 
meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGUIFICftNCE Describe iit?»rtant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 
The Hearse House i s a small wood frame structure of rectangular plan and enclosed by 
a gable roof. A double leaf door i s located on one of the gable ends. The building i s 
sheathed with decorat ve shingles. I t i s located on the v i l l a g e cemetery (MMA-801) 
l o t , and i s the only building of i t s type i n the town to remain i n t a c t . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the connunity. 
The Town of Barnstable i s divided into seven v i l l a g e s . During the 1800s, each of the 
seven villages were provided with a horse drawn hearse and hearse house, usually b u i l t 
next to the oldest burying ground i n the v i l l a g e . The money to pay for the hearses 
and construction of hearse houses was appropriated by town meeting. Repairs to the 
hearses and houses were also done at town expense. An entry i n the 1889 Town of Barnstable 
Report states "B. F. & C. C. Crocker, paint Marstons M i l l s Hearse House...$4.50." This 
small building ceased to serve as a hearse house during the early 1930s. The building 
had recently been used as a combination storage, t o o l shed, cemetery maintenance catch 
a l l by the Town's Structures and Grounds Department. Vandals had repeatedly broken 
into the building causing damage to the i n t e r i o r and contents. 

In October of 1984, the Town of Barnstable was preparing to move the building to Sandy Neck 
to be used as a gatehouse. Several Marstons M i l l s residents as well as the Barnstable 
His t o r i c a l Commission objected to having t h i s building moved and the operation was 
suspended. Although s t i l l owned by the Townf^the Marstons M i l l s Civic and H i s t o r i c a l 
groups have become guardians of the l i t t l e b u ilding, fund raisin g the money necessary * 
to repair where needed, protect by better street l i g h t i n g and insure that the Marstons 
M i l l s Hearse House stays at i t s o r i g i n a l location. 

A Hearse thought to have been used in Marstons Mills i s currently on display at the 
Donald G. Trayser Memorial Museum, Rte 6A, Cobb's H i l l , Barnstable (See Form #C-88). , . . 

BIBLIOGRAFBy and/or REFERENCES 

Town of Barnstable Clerks' Records, Town H a l l , Main Street, Hyannis, MA. 
Town of Barnstable Annual Reports, 1885, 1889, Entire c o l l e c t i o n on f i l e at the 

Sturgis Library, Main Street (E.te. 6A) Barnstable, MA .. . . ' 



Barnstable , MA MRA 

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOmSETTS HISTORICAL CCFMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: 
Marstons M i l l s Center 

Form No: 
MMA-19 

Property Nane: Marstons M i l l s Hearse 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAiidi is being continued below. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance Continued 

There are only two hearse houses l e f t i n the Town of Barnstable. The Marstons M i l l s 
house i s th&only one at i t s o r i g i n a l location which has not been substantially altered. 
The other i s currently a blacksmith shop i n Barnstable Village (see Form #0-110). 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 





A. Architectural or Sculptural Monuments 

5. INDIVIDUAL STONES 

Date of 
Family Name Monument Type Sculptor/Artist Phot( 

Hon. Nymphas Marston la te 180C ' s shaf t unknown Affiî  
Hamblin l a te 1800' s shaf t unknown 84- i ; 

A801 

-

\ 

B. Pre-1830 Stones 
Key Death Stone 

Words Status Last Name Firs t Name Sex Date Age Shape Design Condition Photo 

IMO Mr Crocker Benjamin M Feb.27,1785 65 F 7 Poor «4-7 
A801 

IMO Mr Crocker Hemand M Feb. 26, 17s 3 30 F 7 Fair 84-5 
A801 

Sampson Mary F Mar.1^.1793 36 B Urn Poor 84-6-
A801 

IMO Mr Marston Benjamin M Feb. 8, 179'? 79 F 14 Poor 84-10 
A801 

IMO Mrs Goodspeed A b i g a i l F July 7, I8O: 75 F 19 Poor 84-8 
A801 

IMO Mrs Marston Sarah F I8O9 71 F Willow& 
urn Good / 



NPS Fonn 10-90O-1 OMB No. 1024-0018 
f U Z ) E»P- 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service |f«KM>syM«î  

National Register off Historic P iaces A 7 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form I M ^ M M 

y 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Barnstable MRA 
gj^fg Barnstable (Jounty, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

61. Jenkins, Joseph, House Jj'^ti*^l^B^S^*'**' Keeper (ZZZA''^--'~'^'--i^y^...^SA^iZjry 

Attest 

62. Jenkins, John, Homestead ^^7^^^>*: '^-J^^%^^^^^^^ yyA-^-^'-t.^'^y^y--'-.^ "^Z^Ze-y 

Attest 
5. 3Ji • 

63. Jenkins-Whelden Farmstead f^y^om:. logiLri.-deeper y^L-L.-'-^^.-.^/^yc.^ 

Attest 
Watered ! • 

64. Liberty Hall ^^,r.j.of^ Bwi***^ deeper ZyAy-^-^-Z^y^ A'>Pi^7 

Attest 

65. Lincoln House Club ]^!"^^t*i^3Ls4sir8ic /deeper yAjAL-^^^^^-^Z^y^-^y ^ / j / / ' ; ^ 

Attest 

66. L o v e l l , Capt. George, 
House 

i B f c . t a n t l T . I a n i ^ ^ Keeper ^ ^ ^ i j ^ ^ ^ Z i ^ 

67. Lovell, Nehemiah, House | | , ^ ^ ^ Keeper I M J T^IYL^, ^ l ^ h 

^ Attest f i c ^ S ' ^ 4^h'^ 
68. Marstons Mills Hearse S*-!^^! -TXeeper yyYyy.....,.y^yocy y ^AzZ 

House and Cemetery ffjt^-- L:^—* House and Cemetery 

Attest 

tet«««d iM 
69. Marston, William, House Im^^'i^ -peeper yy<^Lyu..,^^^y--y V^Jp7 

Attest 

70. M e r r i l l Estate Substantlr. K , ^ l « / | Keeper fet^j 4)C<XM c?//i^j<i7-

Attest 



2-
WASO Form • 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Marstons Milb Hearse Hoise and Cemetery 
(Barnstable MRA) 
Barnstable County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CZl resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
• appeal 

im sample d l request Substantive Review: 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 
Action: 

m 2 J 1987 

V 7 - 3 / / ^ / ^ 7 

iRtered In tke 
_i=r^CCEPT ... 

RETURN_ 
REJECT _ 

3-/3 f 7 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CZl NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

S. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

O good 

• fair 

1 I deteriorated 

CZl ruins 
I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

i m altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
ED alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection . 

Check ona 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CZl completeness ^ ..• 
CD clarity 
• applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context ; 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
L D justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title , date 

13. Other 

CZl Maps 
CZl Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be conti'nued on an attached sheet 











iort ' * * j f nor 1 

REV. BY AV/S 

ORICINAL ISSUE: 

61 SO 101 

60 79 100 

69 78 99 

Barnstable, MA MRA 
Marstons Mills Hearse House (MMA19) 

and Cemetery (MMA801), Cotuit Road 
Assessors' Map; Scale: 1"=100' 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000271 


