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MH TECTUR U 9 GN H CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The proposed Peirce FarmHistoric District consists of three md-19th century
farnnouses |ocated at the intersection of daremont and (akland Avenue's. The three
formerly conprised the Peirce homestead in Arlington Hei ghts, the western part

of the town. Formng atriangle, the three stand at anangle to the plane of the
streets, reflecting earlier roadways that are nolonger in existence.

Built ca. 1830, the J. Peirce Farnhouse (#259? isa2l1/2- story,5-bay dwel i n(]; built
primarily in the Federal style. Geek Reviva -st{le features reveal atransional perif
in Arerican architecture. Thecentral doorway, flanked by sidelights, is franedby

a basket arch that is probably anearly 20th century replacenent.

The second house, the John AP. Peirce Honestead (#258), was built ca. 1835 It is

a 2 1/2-story clapboard side-hall residence and displays both Federal and Geek

Revival features. (see continuation sheet)
HSTGRCA. SAGNHCANE of area. (Explaindevel opnent of area, what caused it,

and howit affected community; be specific).

The Peirce Farmarea of Arlington Heights was settled originally in the 1830s

by three neniers of the Peirce Famly{]. The three-' Thonas Peirce, John AP,

Peirce, and J. Peirce-—were anong the first to sttle the rocky, thickly wooded

hi ghl ands of western Arlington. Thefamly's property covered nost of what is
today considered Arlington Heights andthe area adjoining Park Avenue. Today

the three properties provide aunique glinpse into Arlington'sagricultural past.
It was not until the 1870s that the Peirce famly was forced to sell nuch of their
l'and, thus ensuring the rapid devel opnent of this scenic part of western Arlington.

Local historian Marietta Peirce, who grewup inthe JA Peirce House, recorded

nuch of her famly's history at the turn of the century. Today her papers arean
invaluable [ink to Arlington's past.

B Bl G3FHY and/ or REFHRENES
Frederick Clifton Pierce, Pierce Famly Geneal ogy
1875 Beers and . Atlas
1884 Bird's Ere Miewof Arlington
1897 Stadley & @ Atlas
1923 Sanburn Nyp . Atlas

Arlington Directories of 1869/70, 1883, 1890, 1898, 1923
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Conti nuation Sheet
Peirce FarmHistoric District/Arlington

Three bays wide with a front facing gable, the building is capped by a heavy
raking cornice and franed by corner pilasters.

The Thonas Peirce House (#340), built ca. 1850, represents the ful 1-bl ownreek
Revival Sylewith tenplefront, side entry, de%FIy incised pilasters, anda single-
story col onnaded porch encircling the front and side el evations.

(R TER A KR BAALLATI ON

The Peirce FarmHistoric District issignificant for its associations with Arlington's
agricultural econony i nthefirst half of the 19th century andwith a famly that

was significant inthe commnit?/'s 19th century developnent. The district i s conposed
of three well-preserved and unified exanpl es of Federal and Geek Revival-style
architecture; all are buildings that are sited inaway that reflects the early

road patterns of the area. Peirce Farmretains integrity of location, design,

setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling, and thus neets criteria A and C

of the National Register of Historic Places.



D STR CT DATA SHET 25.

Arlington MRA/ Peirce FarmHistoric District

Area D

Criteria AC

MHG# H STCR C NAME STREET ALDRESS DATE - ANSTR.CITON  STYLE

340 Thomas Peirce House 178 Oakl and Avenue ca. 1850 G eek Revival

259 J. Peirce House 123 Cl arenont Avenue ca. 1830 Federal / Greek Revival

258 John A P Peirce House 122 Cl aremont Avenue ca. 1835 Federal / Greek Revival
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Pierce Farm Historic District (Arlington MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. MAR 6 1985
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due:
Action: ACCEPT ,
resubmission v - _t=rFfETURN.
e nomination by person or local government REJECT _
O owner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal
Substantive Review: d sample +  request * appeal CZ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
4 Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent || deteriorated unaltered » original site
rH good im ruins altered moved date.
+ fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

« summary paragraph '

CZ completeness o .
e clarity

« alterations/integrity

| Idates

| I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

CZl summary paragraph

CZ completeness ' A
CU clarity

CZ applicable criteria >
CZjustification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource
CZl context

EZ\ relationship of integrity to significance

CZjustification of exception
EA other

9. Major Bibliographical References

)(*0. Geographical Data
)*creage of nominated property
Quadrangle nanne

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title dalB

13. Other

CU Maps
CZ Photographs
» other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Attest
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Attest
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Reviewer
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Date
, See continuation sheet
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.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Statu* Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | 1 deteriorated unaltered

im good I lruins altered

+ fair im unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
EH completeness

e clarity
« alterations/integrity N _
| | dates
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* original site
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

LH completeness

e clarity

LH applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource
CU context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
CU justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU MafK
CU Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. _ Date Phone:

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet






























