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MCHITECTUR-U SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

The proposed Peirce Farm Historic District consists of three mid-19th century 
farmhouses located at the intersection of Claremont and Oakland Avenue's. The three 
formerly comprised the Peirce homestead in Arlington Heights, the western part 
of the town. Forming a triangle, the three stand at an angle to the plane of the 
streets, reflecting earlier roadways that are no longer in existence. 

Built ca. 1830, the J. Peirce Farmhouse (#259) is a 2 1/2 - story,5-bay dwelling built 
primarily in the Federal style. Greek Revival-style features reveal a transional perif 
in American architecture. The central doorway, flanked by sidelights, is framed by 
a basket arch that is probably an early 20th century replacement. 

The second house, the John A.P. Peirce Homestead (#258), was built ca. 1835. I t is 
a 2 1/2-story clapboard side-hall residence and displays both Federal and Greek 
Revival features. (see continuation sheet) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 
The Peirce Farm area of Arlington Heights was settled originally in the 1830s 
by three members of the Peirce Family. The three-'Thomas Peirce, John A.P. 
Peirce, and J. Peirce-—were among the f i r s t to sttle the rocky, thickly wooded 
highlands of western Arlington. The family's property covered most of what is 
today considered Arlington Heights and the area adjoining Park Avenue. Today 
the three properties provide a unique glimpse into Arlington's agricultural past. 
I t was not until the 1870s that the Peirce family was forced to sell much of their 
land, thus ensuring the rapid development of this scenic part of western Arlington. 

Local historian Marietta Peirce, who grew up in the J.A. Peirce House, recorded 
much of her family's history at the turn of the century. Today her papers are an 
invaluable link to Arlington's past. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Frederick Clifton Pierce, Pierce Family Genealogy 
1875 Beers and Co. Atlas 
1884 Bird's Eye View of Arlington 
1897 Stadley & Co. Atlas 
1923 Sanburn Map Co. Atlas 
Arlington Directories of 1869/70, 1883,1890,1898,1923 
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Continuation Sheet 
Peirce Farm Historic District/Arlington 

Three bays wide with a front facing gable, the building is capped by a heavy 
raking cornice and framed by corner pilasters. 

The Thomas Peirce House (#340), built ca. 1850, represents the ful1-blownreek 
Revival Style with temple front, side entry, deeply incised pilasters, and a single-
story colonnaded porch encircling the front and side elevations. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

The Peirce Farm Historic District is significant for its associations with Arlington's 
agricultural economy in the f i r s t half of the 19th century and with a family that 
was significant in the community's 19th century development. The district is composed 
of three well-preserved and unified examples of Federal and Greek Revival-style 
architecture; all are buildings that are sited in a way that reflects the early 
road patterns of the area. Peirce Farm retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling, and thus meets criteria A and C 
of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET 25. 

Arlington MRA/Peirce Farm Historic D i s t r i c t 
Area D 
Cr i t e r i a A,C 

MHC# HISTORIC NAME 

340 Thomas Peirce House 

259 J. Peirce House 

258 John A. P. Peirce House 

STREET ADDRESS 

178 Oakland Avenue 

123 Claremont Avenue 

122 Claremont Avenue 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION STYLE 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1830 

ca. 1835 

Greek Revival 

Federal/Greek Revival 

Federal/Greek Revival 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 
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Pierce Farm Historic District (Arlington MRA) 
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• appeal 
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Fed. Reg. Date: 
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REJECT _ 

Federal Agency: 

CZl NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 
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Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes O no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

r H good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

i m ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph ' . 
CZl completeness • • 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity . 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

CZl summary paragraph 
CZl completeness ' •: .-i 
CU clarity .;. 
CZl applicable criteria > . 
CZl justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
CZl context 
EZ\ relationship of integrity to significance 
CZl justification of exception 
EZ\ other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

)(^0. Geographical Data 

)^creaqe of nominated property 
Quadrangle nanne 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title dalB 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CZ Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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