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OH.inaUv the Zar,J3 carried i.-atcr fru«i the iut.-.ke nuar the rou!:h of Kill Creek all 
th" v"^ UughVdi^s to it, end nsar th* Asist.acio do ms 3 ion San Gabriel on 
H-Tton'Roc-d w'Ot cf Ro^ln-Js. Years rgo it was put under ground througa the business 
^^ric- cf Fcdlppi'fl, ,-rd v a3t o£ there Pince 1936 its drainage has been diverted into 
th! Ki«sion Storm'Drain, vhich esptiss into the Santa Ana riv«. For this reaeon this 
requ-r,t Incites only ths sir. rales'east of the busings district of Redlands, where it 
'is rear'v'ail in its' cri-inal location- The portion west of the ousir.ess area to tha 
As<«'tPicia can bo (.raced, but it has bo.cn alwed, and is no longer a i levins etrcaa. 
Vith the exception of 0-3 r.iles easterly from Lincoln Strec.t, where the County Flood 
Control Dlrtrict has recently bull-dcKcd a new channul, the six cilcs of 7anja in 
chic request is still in its original location- Kany cf the trees long ago planted 
to line its. banks nre still there and thriving.

In its easterly two r.iles, through I'entor.e, ths Zr.r.ja still ruua full with water di­ 
verted frc~. Kill Creek, but r^st o£ this it now diiStir.-:d for tha Craftoa reservoir; 
only v ar t of it is occastionnlly turned dcun tha Zrrija channel. There i,: ; aluoat filvsyn 
v/ster, however, all che v ry, for vafitn water from irrigated orrngt; groves is difjcto.j 
into it, and when it rains there is storn VTter, as alv.i.ys L'lnet. it was built. During 
a scorn no water ir> j-.t ir.to it iron: Kill Creek.

!•.. i'c'ntcre rosr. of the stre-n is in a "U" Eh.iyad channel, vnryiny in vLdth fron: nbout 
4 to 12 ft-et; FieL-'eh ol ch^ma! is 3 ft. ur la.is. West or ]'-3ntf>nn it flovs throus'n 
the Cra-'cc.-n cranie orchard", and i.'idena out into a chsnnsl PO^awhat "V" shaped, rzaybe 
15 ft. virle at til3 top tnd 5 1C. at tha -bottou. Through parts cf the city of ]\ndi;ind'5 
it is c:acp«r and \;:d:-.r, i -.d varies as to being "C" or soi'i^what |4 V" shaped. At one cf 
the foot bribes in S:-•:-,:>- ra'd: it is 14 feat vide and 4 it. in'depth, ^itii a little 
vnte- lannir.^ at the bottom. 3atv?en Grove end Lincoln Streets in Icedlauds there nra 
so:;« S'^-ll brid,;-.-- 7 f.ac £cross tha streau vhere the channel is <V ft. deep, but ths 
channel is vi<iar bsitusen bridges.

In Kent one residents along tha Zanja take pride in keeping it beautiful. It is well 
cared for through Sylvan Park by the Eudlunde park department. It is kept cltar of 
litter through the University of Sedlands caispua, and easterly to Lincoln St where 
there are hows beside it. Farther east in eona places wild berry vines have grow too 
.thick, ar.d in a place or two soire old concrete cr an eld plow has been dumped in 
tha Gtrean bed. An occasional fallen tree crosses the etreatn.

The Zanja still has a high potential for recreational and educational uses. Li3t 
year jotany students frors the Lniveraity of California at Riverside identified a 
hundred different varieties of plcnts srowing in a half pdle from University to 
Judson Street, in a two hour period. Had tiae pernitted then to go farther east tha 
lis^ would have been longer. Some of the trees they found vero eqcalyptus, pine 
blbcitwawut, sycamore, elc, willow, cottonwood, redwood, deodar cedar.
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The Zanja (Spanish for "ditch") is State iiistovicial Ln»dza?k Ko. 43; •„'• 
Sylvan Park. It is the oltfaac civil em-ir.eerinsj project in Southcia C 
the oldest irrigation ciit'.h i:\ the counuy, «::d t:iu oldest still in \ >;\ 
California, It is r<2i:o; nixed in a rrcu::t p^.;].,lcat ioit of .tha Lay A:,^--:.- 
Aiaerican Society of Hn;':n.:^rs, c;d ; -d "J!;-;!:or:c CivJl En~in^ei:lr.tr L:»;i'-i: 
the dlr'c^t i-z;\tion^d in thi:; boo:-.".-, u. It.i hJLrvory l-2r,.ui in It.'." •--'-.'-., 
of local Tn-iians, rh?. r^':h;j;; fr.-:.-. :";;:ic;i f-' ;•'. C..brlcl b-'.-uii pl;,:^ f .),- 
in R^r.iculf.ia to t'u I-...:i.-..3 of Cnuch f..; -•'/11.. ••:, •Viich v:-j v-st; of 
Radl^n^^. Ih2 Z3::j- v.-; f,:.::>let; j in v.' r i fi-r ;.:--':..• r 1-'-- 1 ^-''.:^ i*' i ^- : '' 
purpose veil, ind t:-^ T..i.;. T/J it (\iuch:/..,, .';<•.:•.; ^CO in iu 
the v.-ay of food b-rcaujy •- f ic.

The £-n;«inec;:.Lu3 tki 1.! oC t'.~.2 7",".:••; l:-caru; v is she 
ditch to t.riles s<.iv;v;iui;..> rn Lr.2 r;:_;^r-:. .-':i\• -.-; ; •.:! 
ccc\;rr^'l f^cavation ins r...:c.:::2;ir/. V ';'.vo .-." 
^nd di,"]ir-3 ^as dona ty Gnuc^-iij I^Ji^::s ;<-i

---- .*...• - j....;tJ.;.^ i.j-jrial to t!;:, "~yic.;n r?r;.-, •-•:: }'.- 
this aren. Afc-:r eec;: 1 .r.ric;nti.-rL of Mi'^-ion I.-^.-Iir.;-^. in .ir.j/., .3 colc:-.l 

1 launched in 1839 by tha Lui?o brotha:u, ir.tiy ^;jd others uced 2-sAJa v.;.-

Early A-cericans also used Zarnr. vater, frc-i Crufcou to Old £^n >}:rr..r " 
just west of A'SietRnciM. In tha l.ist half of the nir.r;r<jenth centuvy <- • 
significantly affected Bettlcr.^nt' f. p -T t"-rr.3 and cr.vylypr,ar.t in th« area. 
Rcdlanda only wa«:&r supply; ico v^L«?r *.«r.s hauled in b;irrala to Fro : t;-.ecr_ 
first hotel, situated en a-hill i/s vhac in .nr.w i'rospect Park.

Mrs. Hinc!;lpy in her book, "Cn th:i I inks of the 2<snja M , 0:1 page 26 cr-." 
had ths unenviable dictir-ction of hjvii..j had the i.ist lawsuits snd of •. 
bitter wrangling o2 any screa;.i in California. Tvsive najor lawsuits b 
injunctioTiS governed ita water before it was bought by tha city c' Fd ' 
The most fanoua lawauit was C^ves vj. Craffa, •-•'-,ich went to the E-..p^ 
State, sad in 1876 established onca for sil tlca, that the Zaaja v^j £ ,

It used to be decided that each rancher v»a entitled to a specified nj,-.'. 
Zar.ja water. The 1859 list totaled 192 hours, cr 8 d^ys, ro each uca.' I 
3 days. One of thosa early uaors vaa Anucn V^n Lsuvnn, *..'h^ iii JCj? pl^-J 
oraa3o trees in the area; ha had 21.95 hours, Ben Earton, vho h-iJ ca c-- 
yard vest cf Redlande bad 30.22 hoars. The Carpa^Ctr ranch in Craftc»:-i .'.
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It is Lh-3 tilcl^::?; civil cn^'r
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California. It i: ,_ r.......... „.. - , -..<...n. -, ^. .-..-: •/_ -.'.: o:
A^cric.in Society cf :,.n^;.r:.:-!i'i;, r;i.ll-;,J. '"Ki,;tnric Civ: I : .: 
the oldest r-;iti-n.:d Lr. \.'.\li\ I '.kl:._. It.;! hi; tor" I- - : ..i 
of local Ir:c:c::s r t 1 ;? f..M: •.-.- ivo": :'!::,.!c:i . •:.- i - l.r.-:.l .-• 
in ?:r^e;:It::~a to l -.a I:.Ji-,.-y c: r !<•<•!,.: - --j "..^ . -, \-.l\\ 
R^di^-.ids. i:^ ia:iji v i:, r, - . .1» r..J i.. t-.•/>. ic>i : •'.-;;• ; I- 
parpiho fall, rnd tii^ Jt.di..- 'j c:~ C.;ii'.:t"r.;i, ?••••• - .--vJ ii r.
the v:ay of food b•1.c:;::i;c o;T i;. .

The finsi"^erinc s'cill of th:? rrr.-.ini^carss ^ cs :*;•,?;•.
citch to tc:'ce £ Ivi-ntn^e of th^ r :cv.rru dra"n rid 4 : "ro^ -i^:.^. r ' ; -' 
ccctr-Tud e;<cava (:^r.'. va^ r.ece:;:^!' 1/. I'.vU'o Aivr^t.:; v..»a • '"• --J s o ? .• 
and digging was cone ty Ciiiich^u.a Irdi^:i3 undyr inair r.:-. lt-r, Sal-;:"?

Tha Zanja is ;?lno the olccnt 1-utir.g ^a-cri^L ro t:i.- ;.-•..:•-,-", f-cz, ,.
tiiis area. Aftar ,rnci;lari:;;:tiGM cf ^s^ion hol--ir.-:} .lii .! ?..'-'. .1 c".l;

1 launched in 1539 by tho. Lu£o fcrotherr;. Thsy

Early Aoericnnfl alr.o used 2unjn '~ater, from Cr-'-fr.nu to Old r--i :: ; -r-r r . 
just weet'cf A-aiBtencia. In tl.a i^st half cf-tho niu^Ci er.'.h ie 4-^:r*' >' 
significantly affected GCttlf--*r.::ii: pattorriS aid c ;vol;.;.:r *nr i-. Ciit .^e- 
Rsdiands onl)r vatcr supply; icn waucr W?IB hauled in l-.ir^'tilc L« t ro"; .-o 
first hotel, situated on'a hill in what ia now P-oj;»t;ct: Pari:,

Mrs. Hincklfcy in her book, "On the Banks c£ r:aa Z..nja", o^ y.'j 26 ft:1 ' 
had the unenviable distinct:'en of having h.id tho : ""-t 1; -*?:j.L'v,n end ci 
bitter wrangling of any s treat* iu California, T-'^lv^ r .;'~ i..'.;iui^-i : 
injunctions governed its water before it van lourht by £ la city c," ...^,'.- 
The nost faiaous lawsuit was Caves va. Craftd, i::vic:* w?^v: to t : -; hu:ru- 
State, and in 1876 established once for all tlr,^, ta 1 !: tiv^. ."t-njo wj-j L

It used to be decided that each rancher waa cntltJ'.s-i to a *:-;e.r: ; ..i,d[ cu- 
Zanja water. The 1559 Hat totaled 192 hours, or 8 G.V/.J, f-i ffrH ..-jrr 
8 cays. One of these early users was Aanon Va\ Lcuvt-u, '^hj ii; ir»5/ .. 
orange trees in the area; he liad 21,95 hourti. Ban P^irton. tlio h-3-J ^i 
yard veet of Redlands had 30.22 hours. The Carpanttr ranch in C: ilto

. • T ' *> O « — 
^ V-* • J.1 r "*'J"".T ,
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Current alterations to nominated property:

The County Flood Control has bulldozed a larg-i channel 
easterly from their 1971 channel v.'hich stretches frc-T: the 
railroad at Lincoln St. to the Dearborn Rsa^rvoir, and in­ 
tend to continue east to Vjabash. They recently ?cquired 
an 80 foot riiT.ht of v,\iy and are using io to remove r.rcv-:ir.g 
things and rr.ake a lar-r^ channel. This 80 fcot strip crosses 
the Z3.n,1a ve?t of V'aoash, and pore then CO feet !?f.ve teon 
levelled and all that v,J3 thsr2 cleai'cd : In thia cloc> the 
Zanja ir^ices an "S" curve, with Ioop7 both north and 2ov.th of 
the Flood Control strip, and parts of these loops are untouched, 
especially tne wide north loop with the big trees.
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Map showing cxirrent flood control work in Zanja area

Original course of Zar^a - bVu^
Channel (formerly Sylvan Blvd., the r: ain road frcFi Redlan^a to 

Crafton - v-ashed out i.n a flccd about a decade a^o c.ncl v*atcr 
has run in it after every storm since) - yellow

80 foot right of viay obtained by. County Floocl Control - TJ^_

Approximate location of recently bulldoze;} cV>s.nri2l v,'it>.in ri;.-.- 
of v;ay mostly - rr-.r^a

Propo-i,

Kill Cr 
~ 21

zr
'11
c't •
27 
2" 
2'.

The blc; trees on the south of "Ei^ht Fools Ranch" are ctijl v'r. 
but th-3 vfatrif is being diverted into the new bulldozed ch?-nr-;'l 
This Tr.ay affect their future growth.

It appears that an area wider than 30 feet has been levsllej r. 
cleared of vegetation, cspscially in the cantral pcrticri, Th-2 
landowner evidently requested this filling and levsllinn.

Map traced from Assessor's IS
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SIGNIFICANCE

The practical, historical and sentimental value of the Z.inja has been 
enormous. It conditioned all the early settlements; it Tnade possible a stable 
food supply for the Indians; it helped detcrnine the location of the Asistencia; 
when the Americans rx>ved in they necessarily settled along its banks, for it 
was the only water supply. It had all the cli«m and appeal of a beautiful strcan, 
for ic was bordered by trees and wild c ra? c vir.es, and the trees save a v>e]coue 
shade in a cry and dusty land. The picturesque charn of the /.anja's flowing water 
has been a unique asset to the beauty and distinctive atmosphere of Badlands, 
Cr?fi".on and Mentone. It is the desire of many citizens that the beauty of the Zcuj; 
be preserved and enhanced.
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A long; narrow strip of land, si?; riles in length, and varying in width frots 2G to 40 
fct-C, f-j include the Zanja stroau, c.nd trees alnrto its banks. Ir-a case cr.d ia at a 
vrsir box in Fast Kentoue, where vatc'r froir. llill Crr?-jk is divp.rmJ i.:to t'-. i J-.nja. Th'
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. Twenty feet was chosen si 
in seine places Lhe stream is 
nearby. Five feet on each ' 
there are big old trues in ; 
for the Re;;Lstrr, the stroi 
19 feet. There are a few ji"

Here is a sijonary:

Fro:a the wolr box at 5057 I'.I 
Amethyst Ave. All owners r- 
Sliseir Roati both Enst and ", 
View Drive, Garnet, Zsnja T.

From Amethyst to i\cscr\'oir 
C.U Griffin, and E,D, Patti.

From Reservoir Road to Waba;: 
City Limit) All owners on t' 
Amethyst to Wabash. C.L. Gr' 
forr,ier Crafton Retreat grour.-l 
Crafton Ave. No buildings £

From Wabash to a bend in th- 
part of the Crafton School 
by the city of ReUlanas.Unit

Frca the above bend to junct 
Control channel. On tha so-.: 
and Stanley Saxucls. On th 
a strip o-Tted by the city o 
it was Sylvcn-Blvd.,before - 
years ago. North of thtn st 
Ranch" Sara Sewall et al.
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Mill Creek Zanja
Redlands and Mentone, California
Map showing proposed widths to be included in

Register nomination. "T ''£$*.
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