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Designed in the Queen Anne Style, the Fifth Maine Regiment building 
is rectangular in shape, with a 10 foot wide piazza encircling the first 
story. The building is 2^ stories, with pitched roof, dormers, and a 
circular tower at its SW corner.

It is built on ledge sloping to a small rocky beach below. The site 
faces tfhitehead Passage between Cushings and Peaks Islands in Portland 
Harbor.

The structural system is post and beam, the first floor supported 
by cedar posts on ledge. Metal rods run between the ceiling of the first 
floor to the roof of the second floor for added support.

The building f s pitched roof and that of the tower, are covered with 
asphalt shingles. Six dormers project from the roof to illuminate second 
floor bedrooms. Rolled roofing material covers the porch roof.

The facade of the building faces the access road, and is set upon a 
slight incline. Lattice work below the porch obscures the ledge upon which 
the structure is built. A flight of stairs lead up to the surrounding piazaa 
and front doorway. A, projecting roof covers the piazza. At the gable ends 
this roof affords a balcony off the second floor corridor. A flag pole is 
attached to the facade gable at the peak.

The exterior of the building is sheathed in sawn clapboard and decor­ 
ative shingles. Wall surfaces have been painted cream yellow with white 
trim.

Entrance to the building: is through a double door with large glass 
panes onto which "5th Maine Regiment" is incised in block letters. This 
front doorway opens into a vestibule which leads to an anteroom at left, 
staircase to the second level, bathrooms to the right, and into the main

The main hall is a rectangular room with two side bays, and a circular 
hook made by the tower. The walls are covered with commemorative stained 
glass windows with names of individual members of the regiment, or company 
names. A fireplace is situated between the entrance to the room and the 
connecting door to the anteroom. Glass cases, built into the walls of the 
main room once housed relics from this Civil War Regiment, which were re­ 
moved to the the State Museum in Augusta. Opposite the fireplace, at the 
far end of the room, a door opens to the porch and the ocean view.

The main hall is paneled with dark, tongue-and-groove cottage board, 
with ceiling beams encased. Where ceiling beams intersect each other, a 
pendant hangs. It seems possible these hide the bolts of the reinforcing 
metal rods which rise through the second story of the roof.
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Access to the floor below is from the main hall, to the left of the porch 
door. A kitchen and dining area occupies this space below the porch.

The second floor sleeping area is reached by a staircase in the entrance 
hall. It is a half-turn stairway with a large mirror along the first land­ 
ing, two small rooms and a balcony off the third landing, with several steps 
leading to the 2nd floor corridor from this level. Six small bedrooms are 
lit by four dormers and end windows. Walls are plastered, some wallpapered, 
and are peeling and discolored. The tower bedroom contains three windows, its 
walls decorated with stenciled border, along the c&iling

A doorway at the end of the hall leads to a small balcony facing the 
ocean. Its railing is gone, as is the stairway which once led to the third 
story room of the tower. The tower is accessible only from this outside bal­ 
cony. This was originally an open area under the conical roof of the tower, 
supported by posts, but is enclosed with plywood during the winter.

Windows are of several arrangements. Dormer windows are six over one, 
windows at either end of the upper hall are twenty over two, most of the stained 
glass is typical High Victorian with an arrangement of a larger pane surrounded 
by smaller ones. All are double hung sash.

Door moldings are varnished a warm'brown de'corated in the bulls-eye motif, 
with deeply grooved moldings.
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The Fifth Maine Regiment building is notable both as a summer retreat 
designed in the Queen Anne style and as a memorial to the men who served in 
the Fifth Maine Regiment during the Civil War.

The structure was built in 1888 on land donated by Mrs. C.B. Goodwin with 
funds collected from family members of the Fifth Maine Regiment. It served 
as a summer hotel for members of the regiment and their relatives, ideally 
located on the shore of Peaks Island, overlooking Whitehead Passage and Casco 
Bay.

The building housed the Civil War artifacts of the regimen,t until recently, 
when they were removed to the Maine State Museum in Augusta to become part of 
the permanent collection. Individually inscribed memorial stained glass win­ 
dows, donated by the families of the regiment, still line walls of the large, 
timbered main room. One of the first six regiments raised in the state in 
response to President Lincoln 1 s call for 75,000 volunteers in 1861, the Fifth 
Maine Regiment was the first composed of entirely new companies. The regi­ 
ment served throughout the war distinguishing itself in the Peninsula cam­ 
paign and at Antietam, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Rappahanock Station, Spotts- 
ylvania and Cold Harbor.

The architecture of the building is modest. Design elements employed in­ 
clude decorative shingles, stained glass windows, a wrap-around piazza, dormers 
and a three story tower. The interior plan consists of a large main hall with 
a doorway to the piazza, a kitchen/dining area in the basement which included 
individual kitchens for the boarders, and sleeping rooms on either side of a 
central corridor upstairs.

The building is similar in function and plan to the Eighth Maine Regiment 
Building, also on the island and still in use during the summer.

Presently the Fifth Maine Regiment Building is held in trust by the Fifth 
Maine Regiment Community Association. It is available for public or private 
functions. The trust stipulates that at such time as the building ceases to 
be used and maintained, it must' be torn down with the site left as a memorial 
to the Fifth Maine Regiment.

With its present use, the Fifth Maine Regiment Building remains a part 
of the Peaks Island community. Its current role is similar to that of its past, 
to provide a seasonal location for activities which bring people together.
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