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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Paul's Church in Portland is a delightful example
of the Gothic Revival style in an ecclesiastical context.
The one-story building is of stone construction (with a frame
rear wall), with slate-covered gable roof.

The entrance to the church is contained in a half-timbered
entry attached to the south corner of the nave. This entry
has a hipped gambrel roof covered with slates. The principal
end of the nave features to lancet windows below a rose window.
Attached buttresses flank these lancet windows. To the right
is a single wooden doorway within a Gothic arch.

The sides of the church carry a series of attached but-
tresses. Another entrance is enclosed in a gabled projection
at the west corner of the building. In the gable—end of the
rear wall is a three-sided stained-glass window.

A frame parish house (rectory) with hipped roof, clap-
board siding, and 2% stories abuts the north-east side of the
church. This features a first-floor Gothic arcade facing the
church. This arcade covers the entrance to the house.
Steeply-pitched gabled dormers, coupled with labelled lintels

over the windows ceeate a generally Gothi@ appearence compatible

with the church.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although named after 01d St. Paul's Church, the first
Episcopal parish in Portland, the present St. Paul's serves
a relatively new parish in the city, founded in 1868, the year
before the completion of the building. The original St. Paul's
parish was reorganized in 1839 under the name of St. Stephen's.

This small but charming example of Gothic Revival architec-.
ture with its highly compatible attached rectory was executed
by George Browne Pelham (1831-1889), an English-born architect,
Taking a degree in architecture at Cambridge in 1852, he was
employed by a London firm. In 1856, upon the death of the head
of the company, Pelham, still a young man, was sent to Ottawa,
Canada to design the "west wing'" and complete.and.supervise.
the construction of the.new Parliament Buildings-(later .destroyed
by fire).

Pelham moved to Portland, Maine in 1868, where he lived
for three years designing several buildings in the area, including
the High Street Congregational Church in Portland, the Warren
Congregational Church in Westbrook, and St. Paul's. Moving
to New York in 1871, Pelham worked in both industrial and
residential design and served several years as architect for
the New York City Park Department.

St. Paul's Church is a fine example of the delicacy of
design and conceptual skill of this gifted architect.
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