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BILLERICA 

Form No: 

93 

Property Nane: Abraham Jaquith 
House 

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim vihiA is being continued below. 
SIGNIFICANCE 

The J a q u i t h house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
and workmanship i n the s u r v i v a l of most of i t s F i r s t Period frame, 
chimney, and t r a n s i t i o n a l w a l l f i n i s h e s , making i t s i g n i f i c a n t under 
C r i t e r i a C. I t s t w o - c e l l c e n t r a l chimney plan i s a d i s t i n c t i v e 
f e a t u r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of many l a t e F i r s t Period houses; the 18th 
century lean-to i s t y p i c a l of the subsequent growth F i r s t Period 
houses experienced. The d e t e r i o r a t i o n through neglect and subsequent 
replacement of one h a l f of the o r i g i n a l house i s a rare example of 
what may have been a common fate f o r many F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g s 
j o i n t l y owned by the b u i l d e r ' s h e i r s , and may provide clues f o r the 
r e e v a l u a t i o n of other F i r s t Period Buildings c u r r e n t l y considered to 
have been o r i g i n a l l y s i n g l e - c e l l dwellings. The second f l o o r 
l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam represents a very unusual framing techniaue 
worthy of f u r t h e r study. The house also r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of 
a s s o c i a t i o n i n i t s rare continuous ownership by one f a m i l y from i t s 
c o n s t r u c t i o n to the present day. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The J a q u i t h House i s a 5-bay, 2 1/2 s t o r y c e n t r a l chimney clapboarded 
s t r u c t u r e , one bay deep w i t h a lean-to which runs the length of the 
n o r t h side. The three west bii/s comprise the s u r v i v i n g F i r s t Period 
core of the.house and i t s Second Period lean-to; the two east bays 
were e n t i r e l y r e b u i l t i n the 1920's a f t e r the collapse i n the e a r l y 
20th century of the o r i g i n a l east end of the house. The c e n t r a l door 
on the symmetrical south facade has a mid 19th century doorhood w i t h 
brackets. The roof r i d g e p a r a l l e l s the main (south) facade and i s 
pierced by a l a r g e b r i c k chimney i n the t h i r d bay. The n o r t h side of 
the roof extends down over the lean-to. A small e a r l y 20th-century 
one s t o r y sun porch extends from the west end of the house. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The west f i r s t f l o o r room i s two bays wide and one deep. I t s exposed 
l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam i s quirk-beaded, as are the exposed corner 
posts, f r o n t , r ear, end, and chimney g i r t s . The f i r s t f l o o r lean-to 
room has worn lapped h o r i z o n t a l boards on i t s south w a l l which are 
p o s s i b l y p a r t of the n o r t h w a l l covering of the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e . 

The f i r s t f l o o r entrance has i t s o r i g i n a l s t a i r c a s e i n f r o n t of the 
chimney, w i t h short turned balusters and a molded s t r i n g e r . A 
pendant hangs down i n t o the lobby from the bottom of the top newel of 
the s t a i r c a s e . The paneling under the s t r i n g e r i s v e r t i c a l 
feather-edged boards. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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The second f l o o r chamber has exposed quirk-beaded l o n g i t u d i n a l summer 
beam, end beam, and chimney t i e beams and p l a t e s . The gunstocked 
corner posts are exposed but not f i n i s h e d . H o r i z o n t a l feathered 
f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g sheathing covers the n o r t h , west, and south w a l l s . 
The second f l o o r lean-to has weathered, lapped h o r i z o n t a l boards on 
i t s south w a l l , probably part of the e x t e r i o r covering of the 
o r i g i n a l one-bay deep house. The lean-to framing i s l a i d against 
t h i s sheathing. Where the lean-to b u t t s up against the o r i g i n a l 
outer n o r t h w a l l of the F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g , the molded f e e t of the 
common r a f t e r s of the o r i g i n a l roof can be seen p r o j e c t i n g beyond the 
p l a t e . 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n of the house contains o r i g i n a l e a r l y Second 
Period paneling i n both f l o o r s . The f i r s t f l o o r room f i r e place 
w a l l has f i e l d paneling above and t o the l e f t of the f i r e p l a c e , w i t h 
v e r t i c a l feather-edged paneling t o the r i g h t . The other three w a l l s 
are covered w i t h h o r i z o n t a l , feather-edged boards. The second f l o o r 
chamber f i r e p l a c e w a l l i s covered by feather-edged v e r t i c a l boards. 
H o r i z o n t a l feather-edged sheathing covers the other three w a l l s of 

. the chamber. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Although l o c a l t r a d i t i o n a t t r i b u t e s t h i s house t o George Farley, the 
f i r s t person born i n B i l l e r i c a { m 1654), s t y l i s t i c evidence suggests 
t h a t the present house was b u i l t upon the marriage of George's 
granddaughter, Hannah, to Abraham Jaquith 1726/27. Members of the 
Jaquith f a m i l y have l i v e d i n the house to the present day. The 
lean-to was added i n the 18th century. A f a m i l y s t o r y recounts t h a t , 
m the l a t e 19th century, two brothers each owned h a l f of the house. 
The brother on the east l e t his house d e t e r i o r a t e so badly t h a t i t 
e v e n t u a l l y f e l l down, while the west side of the house was p r o p e r l y 
maintained and i s s t i l l standing. A l a t e 19th century sketch shows 
the f u l l house, wh i l e e a r l y 20th century photos i n -he current 
owner's possession show the h a l f house. The r i g h t h a l f of the house 
was i n a c c u r a t e l y reconstructed around 1922. 

REFERENCES 
- i n t e r v i e w w i t h owner, summer 1985. (Joseph J a q u i t h Casey) 
-research done by Charles E. Stearns, B i l l e r i c a H i s t o r i c a l 

Commission, MHC Form 405 B i l l e r i c a , 

- 2 -

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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Indicate each item on inventoiy form v*.ich is being continued below. 
SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ja q u i t h house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
and workmanship i n the s u r v i v a l of most of i t s F i r s t Period frame, 
chimney, and t r a n s i t i o n a l w a l l f i n i s h e s , making i t s i g n i f i c a n t under 
C r i t e r i a C. I t s t w o - c e l l c e n t r a l chimney plan i s a d i s t i n c t i v e 
feature c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of many l a t e F i r s t Period houses; the 18th 
century lean-to i s t y p i c a l of the subsequent growth F i r s t Period 
houses experienced. The d e t e r i o r a t i o n through neglect and subsequent 
replacement of one h a l f of the o r i g i n a l house i s a rare example of 
what may have been a common f a t e f o r many F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g s 
j o i n t l y owned by the b u i l d e r ' s h e i r s , and may provide clues f o r the 
ree v a l u a t i o n of other F i r s t Period Buildings c u r r e n t l y considered t o 
have been o r i g i n a l l y s i n g l e - c e l l dwellings. The second f l o o r 
l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam represents a very unusual framing technique 
worthy of f u r t h e r study. The house also r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of 
ass o c i a t i o n i n i t s r a r e continuous ownership by one f a m i l y from i t s 
c o n s t r u c t i o n t o the present day. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The J a q u i t h House i s a 5-bay, 2 1/2 s t o r y c e n t r a l chimney clapboarded 
s t r u c t u r e , one bay deep w i t h a lean-to which runs the l e n g t h of the 
nort h side. The three west bif/s comprise the s u r v i v i n g F i r s t Period 
core of the.house and i t s Second Period lean-to; the two east bays 
were e n t i r e l y r e b u i l t i n the 1920's a f t e r the collapse i n the e a r l y 
20th century of the o r i g i n a l east end of the house. The c e n t r a l door 
on the symmetrical south facade has a mid 19th century doorhood w i t h 
brackets. The roof r i d g e p a r a l l e l s the main (south) facade and i s 
pierced by a larg e b r i c k chimney i n the t h i r d bay. The n o r t h side of 
the roof extends down over the lean-to. A small e a r l y 20th-century 
one s t o r y sun porch extends from the west end of the house. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The west f i r s t f l o o r room i s two bays wide and one deep. I t s exposed 
l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam i s quirk-beaded, as are the exposed corner 
posts, f r o n t , r e a r , end, and chimney g i r t s . The f i r s t f l o o r lean-to 
room has worn lapped h o r i z o n t a l boards on i t s south w a l l which are 
possibly p a r t of the n o r t h w a l l covering of the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e . 

The f i r s t f l o o r entrance has i t s o r i g i n a l s t a i r c a s e i n f r o n t of the 
chimney, w i t h s h o r t turned b a l u s t e r s and a molded s t r i n g e r . A 
pendant hangs down i n t o the lobby from the bottom of the top newel of 
the s t a i r c a s e . The paneling under the s t r i n g e r i s v e r t i c a l 
feather-edaed boards. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at botrmn 
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The second f l o o r chamber has exposed quirk-beaded l o n g i t u d i n a l summer 
beam, end beam, and chimney t i e beams and p l a t e s . The gunstocked 
corner posts are exposed but not f i n i s h e d . H o r i z o n t a l feathered 
f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g sheathing covers the n o r t h , west, and south w a l l s . 
The second f l o o r lean-to has weathered, lapped h o r i z o n t a l boards on 
i t s south w a l l , probably part of the e x t e r i o r covering of the 
o r i g i n a l one-bay deep house. The lean-to framing i s l a i d against 
t h i s sheathing. Where the lean-to b u t t s up against the o r i g i n a l 
outer n o r t h w a l l of the F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g , the molded f e e t of the 
common r a f t e r s of the o r i g i n a l roof can be seen p r o j e c t i n g beyond the 
p l a t e . 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n of the house contains o r i g i n a l e a r l y Second 
Period paneling i n both f l o o r s . The f i r s t f l o o r room f i r e place 
w a l l has f i e l d paneling above and t o the l e f t of the f i r e p l a c e , w i t h 
v e r t i c a l feather-edged paneling t o the r i g h t . The other three w a l l s 
are covered w i t h h o r i z o n t a l , feather-edged boards. The second f l o o r 
chamber f i r e p l a c e w a l l i s covered by feather-edged v e r t i c a l boards. 
H o r i z o n t a l feather-edged sheathing covers the other three w a l l s of 
the chamber. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Although l o c a l t r a d i t i o n a t t r i b u t e s t h i s house t o George Farley, the 
f i r s t person born i n B i l l e r i c a ( i n 1654), s t y l i s t i c evidence suggests 
t h a t the present house was b u i l t upon the marriage of George's 
granddaughter, Hannah, to Abraham Jaqu i t h 1726/27. Members of the 
Ja q u i t h f a m i l y have l i v e d i n the house t o the present day. The 
lean - t o was added i n the IBth century. A f a m i l y s t o r y recounts t h a t , 
i n the l a t e 19th century, two brothers each owned h a l f of the house. 
The brother on the east l e t h i s house d e t e r i o r a t e so badly t h a t i t 
e v e n t u a l l y f e l l down, wh i l e the west side of the house was p r o p e r l y 
maintained and i s s t i l l standing. A l a t e 19th century sketch shows 
the f u l l house, w h i l e e a r l y 20th century photos i n the curr e n t 
owner's possession show the h a l f house. The r i g h t h a l f of the house 
was i n a c c u r a t e l y reconstructed around 1922. 

REFERENCES 
- i n t e r v i e w w i t h owner, summer 1985. (Joseph J a q u i t h Casey) 
-research done by Charles E. Stearns, B i l l e r i c a H i s t o r i c a l 

Commission, MHC Form 405 B i l l e r i c a . 
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