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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Consnunity: Fam Na

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSON BILLERICA R
Office of the Secretary, Bogon
Property Nane Abraham Jaquith
House

Indicate each item m inventoiy foim vihiA is being continued beow.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The Jaquith house retains integrity of location, design, materials,
and workmanship in the survival of nost of itsFirst Period frame,
chimey, and transitional wall finishes, making i t significant under
Criteria C l'ts two-cell central chimey plan is a distinctive
feature characteristicof many late First Period houses; the 18th
century lean-to is typical of the subsequent growth First Period
houses experienced. The deteriorationthrough neglect and subsequent
replacement of one half of the original house is a rare exanple of
what my have been a common fate for many First Period buildings
jointly owned by the builder's heirs, and my provide clues for the
reevaluation of other First Period Buildings currently considered to
have been originally single-cell dwellings. The second floor
longitudinal sumrer beam represents a very unusual framng techniaue
worthy of further study. The house also retains integrity of
association in itsrare continuous ownership by one famly fromits
construction to the present day.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Jaquith House is a 5-bay, 2 12 story central chimey clapboarded
structure, one bay deep with a lean-to which runs the length of the
north side. The three west bii/s comprise the surviving First Period
core of the.house and its Second Period lean-to; the twh east bays
were entirely rebuilt in the 1920's after the collapse in the early
20th century of the original east end of the house. The central door
on the symmetrical south facade has a md 19th century doorhood with
brackets. The roof ridge parallels the main (south) facade and is
pierced by a large brick chimey in the third bay. The north side of
the roof extends down over the lean-to. A small early 20th-century
one story sun porch extends from the west end of the house.

MAJCR FI RST PERI CD FEATURES

The west first floor roomis tw bays wi de and one deep. |ts exposed
longitudinal sumrer beam is quirk-beaded, as are the exposed corner
posts, front, rear, end, and chimey girts. The first floor lean-to
room has worn |apped horizontal boards on its south wall which are
possibly part of the north wall covering of the original structure.

The first floor entrance has itsoriginal staircase in front of the
chimey, with short turned balusters and a nolded stringer. A
pendant hangs down into the |obby from the bottom of the top newel of
the staircase. The paneling under the stringer is vertical
feather-edged boards.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



| NVENTARY  FORVI GONITT NUATI ON SHET Ceununity: Farm No

MSSFOUETTS HSTARGL M ON BILLERICA A
(fice of the Secretary, Boston %3
Property Name Abraham Jaquith
House

Indi cate each itemon inventory fonn v/hidi is being continued bel ow

The second floor chanber has exposed quirk-beaded longitudinal sunmmer
beam end beam and chimey tie beans and plates. The gunstocked
corner posts are exposed but not finished. Horizontal feathered
floor-to-ceiling sheathing covers the north, west, and south walls.
The second floor |ean-to has weathered, |apped horizontal boards on
its south wall, probably part of the exterior covering of the
original one-bay deep house. The lean-to framng i slaid against
this sheathing. \Were the lean-to butts up against the origina

outer north wall of the First Period building, the nolded feet of the
common rafters of theoriginal roof can be seen projecting beyond the

plate.
LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES
The original section of the house contains inal early Second

orig
Period paneling i nboth floors. The first floor room fire place
wall has field paneling above and to the left of the fireplace, with

vertical feather-edged paneling to theright. The other three walls
are covered with horizontal, feather-edged boards. The second floor
chanber fireplace wall i s covered by feather-edged vertical boards.

Horizontal feather-edged sheathing covers the other three walls of
t he chanber.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

Al'though local tradition attributes this house to George Farley, the
first person born inBillerica {m 1654), stylistic evidence suggests
that the present house was built upon the marriage of GCeorge's
granddaughter, Hannah, to Abraham Jaquith 1726/27. Menbers of the
Jaquith family have lived i nthe house to the present day. The

| ean-to was added i nthe 18th century. A family story recounts that,
m the late 19th century, two brothers each owned half of the house.
The brother on the east | et hishouse deteriorateso badly thati t
eventually fell down, while the west side of the house was properly
mai ntained and i sstill standing. A late 19th century sketch shows
the full house, while early 20th century photos i n-he current
owner's possession show the half house. The right half of the house
was inaccurately reconstructed around 1922.

REFERENCES

-interview with owner, sunmer 1985. (Joseph Jaquith Casey)

-research done by Charles E Stearns, Billerica Historical
Comm ssion, MC Form 405 Billerica,

-2.
Staple to Inventory form at bott(],n
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cooniunity: Form Nor:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL GCHMSSON BILLERICA B -
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property NaiE: Abraham Jaquith
House

Indicate each item on inventoiy formv*.ich is being continued below.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The Jaquith house retains integrity of location, design, materials,
and workmanship i nthesurvival of nmobst of itsFirst Period frame,
chimey, and transitional wall finishes, making i t significant under
Criteria C | tstwo-cell central chimey plan i sa distinctive
feature characteristic of many late First Period houses; the 18th
century lean-to i stypical of thesubsequent growth First Period
houses experienced. The deterioration through neglect and subsequent
replacement of one half of theoriginal house i sa rare exanple of
what nay have been a common fate for many First Period buildings
jointly owed by thebuilder's heirs, and may provide clues forthe
reevaluation of other First Period Buildings currently considered to
have been originally single-cell dwellings. The second floor
longitudinal sumrer beam represents a very unusual fram ng technique
worthy of further study. The house also retains integrity of
association i nitsrare continuous ownership by one famly fromits

construction tothepresent day.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Jaquith House i sa 5-bay, 2 1/2 story central chimey clapboarded
structure, one bay deep with a lean-to which runs thelength of the
north side. The three west bif/s comprise thesurviving First Period
core of the.house and it s Second Period l|lean-to; thetwo east bays
were entirely rebuilt i nthe1920's after thecollapse i ntheearly
20th century of theoriginal east end of t hehouse. The central door
on thesymmetrical south facade has a md 19t hcentury doorhood with
brackets. The roof ridge parallels themin (south) facade andi s
pierced by a large brick chimey i nthethird bay. The north side of
the roof extends down over thelean-to. A small early 20th-century
one story sun porch extends from t hewest end of t he house.

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

The west first floor roomi stwo bays wide and one deep. | t s exposed
longitudinal sumrer beam i squirk-beaded, as aretheexposed corner
posts, front, rear, end, and chimey girts. The first floor |ean-to
room has worn |apped horizontal boards on itssouth wall which are
possibly part of thenorth wall covering of theoriginal structure.

The first floor entrance has itsoriginal staircase i nfront of the
chimey, with short turned balusters and a nolded stringer. A
pendant hangs down into thelobby from thebottom of thetopnewel of
the staircase. The paneling under thestringer i svertical
feather-edaed boards.

Staple tolnventory form at botrmn



I NVENTCRY FCRM CONTI NUATI ON SHE CoDBunity: Fam No:

MASSACHUBETTS H STCR CAL GChWSS QN BILLERICA 93
Office of the Secretary, Boston
ProDerty Name Abraham Jaquith
House

Indicate each item on inventoiy formv”~ch i sbeing continued bel ow.

The second floor chanber has exposed quirk-beaded longitudinal sumrer
beam end beam and chimey ti e beans and plates. The gunstocked
corner posts ar eexposed but not finished. Horizontal feathered
floor-to-ceiling sheathing covers the north, west, and south walls.
The second floor lean-to has weathered, |apped horizontal boards on
its south wall, probably part of the exterior covering of the
original one-bay deep house. The lean-to framng 1 slaid against

this sheathing. \Where thelean-to butts up against theoriginal

outer north wall of the First Period building, the nolded feet of the
comon rafters of theoriginal roof canbe seen projecting beyondt he

plate.
LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES
The original section of the house contains iginal early Second

or|
Period paneling i nboth floors. The first floor room fire place
wall has field paneling above andt ot heleft of thefireplace, with

vertical feather-edged paneling totheright. The other three walls
are covered with horizontal, feather-edged boards. The second floor
chamber fireplace wall i scovered by feather-edged vertical boards.

Horizontal feather-edged sheathing covers t heother three walls of
the chanber.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

Al'though local tradition attributes this house t oGeorge Farley, t he
first person born inBillerica (i nl654), stylistic evidence suggests
that t hepresent house was built upon the marriage of George's
granddaughter, Hannah, t o Abraham Jaquith 1726/27. Menbers of the
Jaquith family have lived i nthe house t ot hepresent day. The

| ean-to was added i nthelBth century. A family story recounts that,
in thelate 19th century, twobrothers each owed half of the house.
The brother on theeast | et his house deteriorateso badly thati t
eventually fell down, while the west side of t hehouse was properly
mai ntained and i sstill standing. A late 19th century sketch shows
the full house, while early 20th century photos i nt hecurrent
owner's possession show t hehalf house. The right half of t hehouse
was inaccuratelyreconstructed around 1922.

REFERENCES

-interview with owner, sunmmrer 1985. (Joseph Jaquith Casey)

-research done by Charles E Stearns, Billerica Historical
Comm ssion, MHC Form 405 Billerica.

o2
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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