INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300
(Rev. 6-72)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries -

complete applicable sections)

STATE:
Wisconsin

COUNTY:
Milwaukee

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE

St. Paul's Episcopal Church

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

904 East Knapp Street

| oo Trn.
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL orsrﬁg‘{}x REMDTLIN
Milwaukee 5th ¥ N
STATE cope |COUNTY: \.{18 NG P cone
Wisconsin 55 Milwaukee 079
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSH TO THE PUBLIC
[ District {X Building |1 Public Public Acquisition: (X Occupied Yes:
[ Site [ Structure [fﬂ Private [ In Process [7 Unoccupied Restricted
[1 Object (] Both [ Being Considered [ Preservation work 0] Unrestricted
in progress D No
F'RE_SEiT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Agricultural ] Government 1 Park [CJ Transportation [[] Comments
[] Commercial ] Industrial [} Private Residence (] Other (Specity)
[T] Educational [ Military X1 Religious
] Entertainment [J Museum [J Scientific

OWNER'S N AME:

Rector, Wardens and Vestrymen of St. Paul's Church, Milwaukee

STREET AND NUMBER:

914 East Knapp Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Milwaukee

STATE:

T ODF

55

UTSUOISTM

Wisconsin

-A1LVLS

Milwaukee County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER: f"
.

901 North Ninth Street .

CITY OR TOWN:

Milwaukee » AL o

STATE |

Wisconsin

CODE

35

SONBMT IR '

FALNNOD

TITLE OF SURVEY

Historic American Buildings Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 K] Federal

O State

[] County (] Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

STATE:

District of Columbia

HdIEWNN AMLINS

CODE

11

3lva

ATINO 3SN SdN 404

L



(Check One)
Excellent {J Good ] Fair [3 Deteriorated

‘] Ruins ] Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One)

K1 Altered [J Unaltered

3 Moved

(Check One)
Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Paul's is an imposing Richardsonian Romanesque church, with
walls of rock-faced red Bass Island (Lake Superior) sandstone. It was
planned by the popular Milwaukee architect Edward Townsend Mix, who based
his design for the exterior on H. H. Richardson's project for Trinity
Church in Buffalo, New York, which had been published in the July 1873

issue of the Architectural Sketch Book.

Located on the northeast corner of East Knapp and North Marshall
Streets;vthe'church is cruciform in plan and oriented north-south. At the
southwest and southeast corners are massive towers.
and in the center of the facade (south elevation) open into the vestibules.
Three doorways in the central vestibule give access to the nave, which is
flanked by single aisles on east and west. The baptistery occupies the

west transept, the morning chapel the east transept. A

chancel completes the church proper. Directly north of the chancel is a
spacious assembly hall. Adjoining the northeast corner of the fabric is
a two story parish hall containing church offices and library, meeting
rooms and parlor, kitchen, church school rooms, and children's chapel.

Built in 1882-90 and consecrated in 1891, St. Paul's remained
essentially unchanged until December 1950, when fire gutted the north
end of the building and seriously damaged portions of the parish hall.
The costly reconstruction and remodelling project began in 1951 and
included redesign, rebuilding, and refurnishing of the chancel and altera-
tions to the nave arcade, which was simplified and extended across the
transepts to join the new chancel. Fortunately, the intricately beamed
ceilings of nave and transepts escaped damage and were left intact. So,
too, were the dazzling 19th century stained glass windows--several of

them the work of Louis Comfort Tiffany's New York firm.

reopened in January 1953. 1In recent years the exterior of the building

and the stained glass have been cleaned and restored.

Portals in the towers

semi-~circular

St. Paul's
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Designed for Milwaukee's pioneer Episcopal parish (organized in
1838) by the highly regarded local architect Edward Townsend Mix, St.
Paul's is the community's outstanding Richardsonian Romanesque church.
It is given further distinction by a -collection of stained glass windows--
a number of them Tiffany designs—-unrivalled in the city's churches.
St. Paul's was documented for the Historic American Buildings Survey in
1969 and designated-as a Milwaukee Landmark in 1972.

NATIONAL
REGISTER




The HABS data-report incorporates a two and one-half page bibliography.
Recent publications include:

Perrin, Richard W. E., The Architecture of Wisconsin, Madison, 1967, 95-97.

Perrin, Richard W. E., Milwaukee Landmarks, Milwaukee, 1968, 22-23.

Wietczykowski,rMary Ellen, "Three Episcopal Churches in Milwaukee," Historical
Messenger of the Milwaukee County Historical Society, XXVI, June, 1970,

40-50.
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