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The former Kuser Estate, now occupied by the New Jersey School
Boards Association, is located at 315 West State Street, approxi-
mately two blocks south of the State Capitol. The building is two
and one half stories tall, and is one of the few remaining mansions
of turn-of-the-century architecture in the State house district.

The home was constructed in 1905 and occupied by the Kuser family
until 1943. Since that time, the building was occupied by the
Medical Society of New Jersey until being purchased last year by the
NJSBA.

The home is impressive with the overhanging eaves, porte- .
cochere and the spacious side entrance with the original ironwork
still: intact. The main building had an addition constructed approx-
imately ten years ago, but the Medical Society took extreme caution
to insure that the addition was not visible from the street, and did
not detract from the architectural integrity of the home. The front
lawn of the home is graced with two giant trees, a ginkgo and a
cooper beech. The rear of the estate has the original carriage
house and a magnlflcent sequoia. The carriage house, although in
its original state, is in need of some repair.

The interior of the home is fine turn-of-the-century styling,
a trait no longer found along State Street. The interior has a
magnificent center hall, grand stairway, functioning dumbwalter,
stained glass w1ndows and many rooms that are still in their origi-
nal state. . . oo .

The exterior of the building combines the low pitched hip roof
with a pronounced overhang and heavy bracketing prevalent in many
local arts and crafts-inspired buildings. The main body 'of ‘the
mansion however is Georgian/Federal Revival in style. The central
bay of this 3 bay house projects. The doorway is adorned by a ful
classical corinthian treatment. Above the doorway is a large
Palladian window shape cut into the wall surface to make a shallow
porch. The porch has ionic columns, and is further adorned by
classical swags and applied plaques: Each window has received a
classical treatment. The corners of the building have classical
queins., The interior woodwork and -plaster -work ‘continues of clas-
sical idiom. A suburb hall fireplace:r is flanked by corinthian
columns that repeat the treatment of the interior and exterior
of the doorway. Of additional note on the interior are two chan-
delliers in ‘the-main hall in an arts and crafts style.
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This property represents one of the few remaining turn-of-the-
century mansions in the State House area of Trenton. Constructed in
1905, the property extends from State Street to the Fitchway, and
includes a carriage house at the rear of the estate. 1In addition to
the architectural design that has been preserved, .the history of the
Kuser family is of a great significance to the development of the
City of Trenton. When the name Kuser is mentioned, it is synonymous
with economic development and social prominence.

The Kuser Estate is architecturally significant suburb example
in Trenton of the blending of the arts and crafts and the Georgian
Revival styles. Its exterior and interior detail depicts a high
quality of workmanship that has remained virtually unaltered over
the years.

The Kuser family, whose pioneer ancestors came to this country
from Switzerland and Austria, have been so closely and prominently
identified with the commercial, financial and social interests of
the City of Trenton, that a record of their doings is almost a
history of -the progress 'of ‘events in :the city 'in recent years.

.One 'of the Kusers, ‘Rudolph V., was prominent and extremely
progperous in the field of business in the Trenton area. One of his
first business connections was as Vice President of the People's
Brewing Company, and he was also associated with the Trenton Hygeia
Ice Company. In addition, he was one of the pioneers in the auto-
mobile manufacturing business as Assistant Secretary and Treasurer
of the old Walter Automobile Company. °

Mr. Kuser was for years President of the Interstate Fair
Association, now the New Jersey State Fair. In addition to the..
business activities that he was associated with, he was 'socially
prominent. Mr. Kuser took a keen interest in clubs, including the
Lotus Club of Trenton, and later the Carteret Club - -and the Trenton

Country Club.

1. Mercer County, Vol. 2
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The property is unique to the history of Trenton, and the New
Jersey School Boards Association wishes to continue the maintenance
and appearance of the building in its natural state.

One feature that has not been explained is the care that has
been extended to the maintenance of the home. Many of the original
lighting fixtures are still intact and functioning. 1In addition,
the ornate trimwork throughout the home and the plaster work add to
the charm and beauty of this turn-of-the-century mansion.

The carriage house, located at the rear of the property, is
in fair condition and in keeping with the style of architecture for
turn-of-the-century homes in the area. It originally had three
stalls for the horses, later an electric car and quarters for the
chauffeur located above the main floor.
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During World War I, Mr. Kuser served as a member of the Trenton
War Emergency Committee, which provided funds for the care and
comfort of Trenton soldiers at home and abroad. His work in that
emergency was of the highest order, and was augmented by Mrs. Kuser,
whose devotion to supplying creature comforts to Ehe local soldiers
will always be remembered as a beautiful service.

A point to be highlighted is the fact that the Kuser Family
was a member of the Trenton 400. This was a social group of the
most prosperous and prominent families of the City of Trenton. The
Kusers lived in the area where such families as the Roeblings,
Strykers and Cooks resided.

The home is of importance to the area as it is the one remain-
ing turn-of-the-century mansion of the many that once lined and
graced the area of the State House.

The New Jersey School Boards Association wishes to continue the
practice of maintaining this magnificent home in its original
state.

2. Trenton Press, March 23, 1931




