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vilt ~"*y Williar Jillson of Cumberlahd, Fhode Island in 1825-27.
AT the tinme of its copﬂ*ructﬁon it overlooked a rocky gorge with th
alling water of the Willimantic Ziver with few or no other houses

}._J

an area of deteriorating teneients which house
uerto Ricar arilies emploved primerily by the American Thread
Commpany .

The wells are built of native granite in «lte
courses of ashlar pa.sonTy. A
tions have not settled .or therc is no bulging of the walls nor
cracking &t the corners of the door or window openingS.

The main house is nearly sguare. It has two stories, four over four

rooms, the ridge of the gabled roof perallel with the highway and
with two symistric chimneys of red LTlCn. There 1s & one story
kitchen ell with its gabled ell roof clso p

with that of the main house.

The iront entry consists of two uprign

by bloclks wwcn three parallel incised lines on front and irner faces.
From these the seri-ovel arch of the doorway springs which is marked
on front face with incised lines to 1nd1cate separate blocks of the

arch but actually it corsists of a solid section cut in a curve on

either side of the kevstone. The vindow fraies and most sash are origip

al Beneath the cornice are

JutuTes with bored holes to represent guttae. Inmediately below these
& L&) o/

or Very o“c, th ough in very bad conditviorn.

runs a row of large oval bead moulding.

The house plan is the center hall four room tvpe. The four roughly

scuare rooms have intervening chimmey walls which are celabvorated

with simple rant 1ec fireplaces in each roor. The outer walls are

about 17 inches thick and the wincows set so tnat they are more or

less flush with the exterior walls. The wincow sash is smal. ind
1

o0lé if not orizinel., iloldings about the doors are simple as are
the chair railings, the unembellished fireplace mantles, the

staircase decoration and the inside, swinging blinds and paneling of

the casements of the first floor windows, Cellings are 9' high and

floorboards are random width lerch (Larix l“ricina), a weod used

not infrecuently for this nurpose in this docality in the early 18C0's.,

v bricy wring attached to the 1'rest end of the house ror cormercial
purposes in the 1920's is prescht ;
e railroad spur brought acros
new railroad line from willis

be completed.

ten roomed stonehouse is large and important loollno. It was-,

-:olgne loca ¢tw At present it stands on the Main Street

Ling wide anc narrow
fter one hundred fifty yesrs the founda-

allel ~ith the highway,
its axis in the long axis of the house and with its crimney through
the ridge line &t the outer end. The vack wall of the ell is continuoug

t stone slzbs as posts, topped

¥ ti doston out now no ¢onger in use
will be reaoved so prover landscaping of the yards about the house nay
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

iy o

This house is architecturally significant because it is an unusual
and possitle unigque stone residence built between 1625-27; and the
house has local historical significance as the residence of William
Jillson, one of three Jillson brothers fromw Rhode Island who were the
first to purchase water rights in the area of the Willimantic Falls.
They established several rills there including a textile mill later
purchased by the Willimantic Linen Co. and eventually by the American
Thread Co. which was at one tire the major industry in Willimentic.

when the vindham Historical Society succeeds in restoring the building
it will be used as a museun and as their neandquarters.

o 1egal title to property is vested in Town of

S
vindham, whose Board of Selectmen ha

"appointed the Windham Historical Society

as Custodians to restore the Jillsen House

) ’
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Genealogy of the Gillson or Jillson Family, Collected and Compiled by

Daviq Jillson, South ittleboro, :.assachusetts, rublished by ~.L, Freeman
and Company, Central Falls, hode Island.

;nterviews between . Hurtington Jillson (now deceased) and Erae
Rafferty, President of the Vindham Historical Society.

winchan Land Records, Vol. 26, pge 424, 475, LS7, 498, 499, also Vol.
L9, pg. 331.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Brae Rafferty, ii.D. President

ORGANIZATION DATE

tiindham Historical Society | lay 1, 197C
STREET AND NUMBER:

CiITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Connecticut Q9

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

! ‘ {
: e 7L. Az
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set Q’/LU/ ﬁ WM// //M

i 1 Park ice. Th ded
forth by the National Park Service © recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pr%ervatxoh |

level of significance of this nomination is:
Logal ﬂ ‘ . i 5

] Date
‘. ~

ATTEST:

National

AN

State Hrlson-OfTic “Chairman
. vre PR e e
Titte COrmecticut Historicel Conmissidf® {

v’

Keeper. of The Nafional Register

MY 27 ©n

Date lHovember 16, 1$70 Date
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