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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

This ten roomed stonehouse is large and important looking. It 
built by William Jillson of Cumberland, rlhode Island in 1825-27. ' -"'; .' 
At the time of its construction it overlooked a rocky gorge with the 
falling water of the V/illiniantic River with few or no other houses 
in the immediate locality. At present it stands on the Main Street 
of the town in an area of deteriorating tenements which house 
Puerto Hican families employed primarily by the American Thread 
Company,

The vralls are built of native granite in alternating wide and narrow 
courses of ashlar masonry. After one hundred fifty years the founda 
tions have not settled lor there is no bulging of the walls nor 
cracking at the corners of the door or window openings,

The main house is nearly square. It has two stories, four over four 
rooms, the ridge of the gabled roof parallel with the highway and 
with two symmetric chimneys of red brick. There is a one story / 
kitchen ell with its gabled ell roof also parallel with the highway, 
its axis in the long axis of the house and with its chimney through
the ridge line at the outer end. 
with that of the main house.

"he back wall of the ell is continuous

The front entry consists of two upright stone slabs as posts, topped 
by blocks with three parallel incised lines on front and inner faces. 
From these the semi-oval arch of the doorway spcings which is marked 
on front face with incised lines to indicate separate blocks of the 
arch but actually it consists of a solid section cut in a curve on 
either side of the keystone. The window frames and most sash are origii 
al or very old, th. ough in very bad condition. Beneath the cornice are 
mutules with bored holes to represent guttae. Immediately below these 
runs a row of large oval bead moulding.

The house plan is the center hall four room type. The four roughly 
square rooms have intervening chimney walls which are elaborated 
with simple mantled fireplaces in each room. The outer walls are 
about 1? inches thick and the windows set so that they are more or 
less flush with the exterior walls. The window sash is small and 
old if not original, Holdings about the doors are simple as are 
the chair railings, the unembellished fireplace mantles, the 
staircase decoration and the inside, swinging blinds and paneling of 
the casements of the first floor windows. Ceilings are 9 f high and 
floorboards are random width larch (Larix laricina), a wood used 
not infrequently for this purpose in this -'-locality in the early 1800's.

A brick wing attached to the west end of the house for coirimercial 
purposes in the 1920's is present!^ being demolished. It is believed t 
a railroad spur brought across the property in 1865 with the placing of 
new railroad line from lallimantic to Boston but now no longer in use 
will be removed so proper landscaping of the yards about the house may

be completed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is architecturally significant because it is an unusual 
and possible unique stone residence -built between 1825-27; and the 
house has local historical significance as the residence of William 
Jillson, one of three Jillson brothers from Rhode Island who were the 
first to purchase water ri$its in the area of the Williinantic Falls. 
They established several mills there including a textile mill later 
purchased by the Willimantic Linen Go. and eventually by the American 
Thread Co. which was at one tine the major industry in Willimantic.

When the Windham Historical Society succeeds in restoring the building 
it will be used as a museum and as their headquarters.

/. Legal title to property is vested in Tovm of 

Windham, Those Board of Selectmen has 

"appointed the TMndham Historical Society 

as Custodians to restore the Jillson House 

on Union Street, Yfilltaantic, Connecticut, 

and to use it ̂ Historical Home and l.



Genealogy of the Gillson or Jillson Family. Collected and Cornrri 1 Pri hy
David Jillson, South Attleboro, Massachusetts, published by E*L. Freeman 
and Company, Central Falls, Rhode island.

Interviews between W. Huntington Jillson (now deceased) and Brae 
Haf forty, President of the Windham Historical Society.

Uindhaiu Land Records, Vol. 26, pg. 424, 475, 4B7 3 498, 499, also Vol. 
49, pg. 331.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
1 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

41° 42* 40* 72° 12' 35"
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Stat e 5sfca±5un"0rricer "a'r ̂  Chairman 

Title Connecticut Historical Co::jrJ.ss*Io

Bate November T6, 1970

STATE CODE

Connecticut ... 09

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prqsetvatioti

MUG & 1971
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