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The Cuppett's Covered Bridge, located in Napier Township, Bedford County was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places in 1980 (NR Reference # 80003423), under the Multiple
Property Listing “Bedford County Covered Bridges Thematic Resources.” At that time, Cuppett’s
Covered Bridge was incorrectly misnamed as both “Cuppert’s Covered Bridge” and as the “New
Paris Covered Bridge”. The bridge was built in 1882 by members of the Cuppett family, who lived
next to the bridge site. “Cuppert” is an incorrect spelling of the family name and potentially
originates from a handwriting error at the time of the 1980 National Register nomination.

Additionally, while the bridge is located near the Bedford County village of New Paris, it is not and
was not identified or known by its location place name.

This Additional Documentation aims to correct a technical error in the earlier nomination regarding
the historic, and preferred, name. This addendum also includes contemporary photographs of the
bridge, highlighting its unique design and engineering, as well. Though the location has not
changed, a refreshed map is also being submitted.

As noted in the 1980 “Bedford County Covered Bridges Thematic Resources” documentation, the
Cuppett's Covered Bridge, “...is also an unusual bridge. Its extremely low burr arch is protected by
low curving vertical siding leaving the bridge sidewalls open. Horizontal beams tie the end post and
panel posts.” The unique design of Cuppett’'s Covered Bridge set the bridge apart from the fifteen
other Bedford County Covered Bridges that existed and were surveyed at that time.

In the years following listing in the National Register, Cuppett family members restored and
maintained the historic bridge by repairing and replacing damaged and worn exterior wood
cladding, and by repointing the original stone bridge abutments. No structural reinforcements, like
steel beams, has been added to the structure of the bridge.

In 2015, the bridge was surveyed by the environmental and engineering firm AECOM as part of the
Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office’s Disaster Planning for Historic Properties Initiative.
At that time, AECOM, surveyed, mapped, and photographed the bridge on a “Historic Resource
Natural Hazard Vulnerability Survey Form” (PA SHPO key# 050723) Though the condition of the
bridge in 1980 was noted at “poor,” the physical condition of the bridge in 2015 was noted as
“Excellent.” The PA SHPO concurred with those findings.
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Photo 1: Cuppett’s Covered Bridge looking SW. Photo by AECOM, on file at PA SHPO

Photo 2: Cuppett’s Covered Bridge looking W. Photo by AECOM, on file at PA SHPO
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Photo 3: Cuppett’s Covered Bridge looking NW. Photo by AECOM, on file at PA SHPO

Photo 4: Cuppett’s Covered Bridge south side detail. Photo by AECOM, on file at PA SHPO
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Photo 5: Cuppett’s Covered Bridge interior detail. Photo by AECOM, on file at PA SHPO

Photo 6: Cuppett’s Covered Bridge northern side. Photo ¢.2016, provided by Gary Cuppett
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Photo 7: Reid Thomas Cuppett and Gary Michael Cuppett pose in front of roadside signage. Note correct spelling
and identification of “Cuppett”. Photo 2017, courtesy of Gary Cuppett.
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USGS Quad: Schellsburg Coordinates

Lat: 40.116101
Long: -78.639719
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Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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