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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Huntingburg Town Hall, one of the oldest buildings in Huntingburg, is a five x
seyen bay two story brick building with Greek Revival form and Italianate detailing.
The Medium gable roof has brackets arourdd the eaves and across the pediment. The
cornice is boxed and decorated with small brackets. A small circular window is in
the gable end. The other windows in the structure are very tall with segmental
arched lable lintels of brick. Over the centered door that leads to the second
floor is a balcony with a cast iron railing and low relief pilasters that extend

to the decorative brick work just below the pediment. On the sides there are low
relief pillasters between each of the evenly spaced windows and a band of decorated
brick work between the first and second floors. The windows are for the second
floor with the exception of three small windows on the first floor. The front door
was originally flanked by two store fronts that are now three part windows with
shutter-like wood covering.

In about 1953 the three chimmeys were removed as was the clock and bell tower.

The intérior of the building has had extensive remodeling. The stage has been
removed from the second floor and the first floor, which originally contained

at least four rooms (a council room, fire engine room, and two stores) is now

one large room with a yault in the center., Original plans still are in the
possession of the city and the original bell, purchased in 1890 from the Cincinnati
Foundry Company, is in the possession of the church fifteen miles south of
Huntingburg.

This building, closed in 1971, is in good structural condition. The windows have
been closed and a small concrete block building has been added to house equipment
at the side. It maintains 1ts architectural integrity well in spite of many
years of hard and varied use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This town Hall, one of the oldest buildings in Huntingburg, is significant as not
only a good example of early Italianate architecture but also as an example of a

well known local architect's work.
Huntingburg and a community center as well.

It was for years the seat of Government in
With its location on an important

street (Geiger), the council, the fire engine room, and a stage it was the scene
of many kinds of activity at all times of the day and night.

The architect, Henry Mursinna, designed many buildings in southwestern Indiana

including houses, hospitals, churches and cathedrals,

In this building he combines

the waining Greek Revival style of public buildings with the newly popular Ttal-
ianate style to produce a structure with regular massing and line but typically
ornate Victorian decoration.

Huntingburg was a major brick producing town and the numerous brick buildings in
the town reflect the ease of access to this material. The lack of any other
material, with the exception of the stone sills on the windows is notable in the
01d Town Hall. 1In this way it reflects the growth of Huntingburg. It was built
by a local general contractor (Herman Dickenson Co,) as well as local bricklayers
(Schlessing Brothers) in 1865 and 1866.

This 01d Town Hall symbolizes the growth of the social political and economic
life of Huntingburg as well as add considerably to the streetscape.
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