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In 1887 Charles Phi Hip Ingalls built a two-story frame home in De Smet, 
Dakota Territory. The house is comprised of two offset rectangles with as­ 
phalt shingled roofs running perpendicular to one another. A lean-to is at­ 
tached to the rear (north wall) of the home and was used as a coal shed. A 
single stack of bricks comprises the center straddle ridge chimney. Fene- 
stration consists of double sash windows, which appear singly or in sets of two. 
Two doors, one on each story of the north wall, are unusual because no steps 
are built up to either of them presently. Although the house has no concrete 
foundation, it is in good shape.

The Ingalls home rests upon lot 12, block 10 in Brown's Addition at 210 
West Third Street in De Smet, South Dakota. While the Ingalls family lived in 
the house, a barn and sand-point pump were in constant use. The backyard was 
covered with fruit trees and vegetables were planted in the adjoining lot. Now 
large poplar trees provide shade for the house in the Little Town on the Prairie
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The Ingalls arrived in De Smet in 1879. Mr. Ingalls was employed as a time­ 
keeper for the railroad which was then being built. Previous attempts at home- 
steading and farming in both Wisconson and Kansas met with failure. The oppor­ 
tunity to work in Dakota was received by the family as one of good fortune. Their 
first year in De Smet was the subject of Laura Wilder's By the Shores of Silver 
Lake. The Long Winter and Little Town on the Prairie followed, tracing the family's 
lives between the years 1880-1882.

In 1885 Laura was marriad to Almonze Wilder and moved to a nearby homestead. 
Her father and mother moved permanently to De Smet where they lived in a number 
of places, some of them built and owned by "Pa" who gave up farming to become a 
professional carpenter. In 1887 he built a story and a half frame house in 
De Smet. His daughter Laura Ingalls Wilder moved to Missouri in 1894 but the 
house is mentioned by her and her daughter Rose in their books about Dakota life.

Charles Ingalls became an active member of the community. He served at 
various times as town clerk, Justice of the Peace, and deputy sheriff. At his 
death in 1902 he was mourned as one of the town's earliest pioneers.

The significance of Charles Ingall's house lies in the fact that the real 
hero of a series of children's books about pioneer life lived there. In addition 
to "Pa" Ingalls, the house in De Smet was also the last home of Laura's mother 
and her sister Mary, whose blindness gave her a special part in the stories. 
Many descriptions of the prairies, the towns and the people in Laura's works 
are given through her personal descriptions to Mary. In a way, the house Pa Ingalls 
built is the sequil to all the "Little" books. It tells the final story of the 
Ingalls family in their struggle to create a decent way of life in The Little Town 
on the Prairie.

For De Smet, the house is a significant land mark associated with the Ingalls 
family whose history is also a record of the towns development.
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210 3rd Street West

Lot numbered (12), of Block numbered (10), Browns
Addition to the City of De Smet, in Kingsbury County, South Dakota

Township No. Ill 
North, Range No. 56 
West of the 5" Principal 
Meridian, South Dakota

44° 23' 07"

97° 33' 17"

44° 23' 07"

97° 33' 17"

Note: Longitude and Latitude correct to the nearest two seconds

SOURCE: Model Rural Development Program, Watertown, South Dakota


