FORM B BUILDING "

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Saple to left side of form
. Photo number ‘N-IVIE-1-9

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

U/ALA/UT 6Z

(over)

In Area no. Form no.
. Town Fall River, Mass.
Addr ess 244 G ove Street
Nane Bar nabus Bl ossom House

Present use Multi-family

Present owner Jerome Marques

Description: 2'5-story w/flanking gable roof

Date - c. 1800

Source VIA
Style Federal
Architect

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard, shingle
Outbuildings (describe)

Other features Center entrance w/pedimented
door surround & semi-circular fanlight;

center chimney; some 6 over 6 sash

Altered Date
from N.E. corner
Moved No. Main s Franklin Date c. 1883-1886
Lot size: 4,623 sqg. ft. ' V-
One acre or less N Over one acre

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

. Recorded by Patricia Giza
Organization HRO-P
Date January 11, 1982



7. Original owner (if known) Barnabus Blossom

10.

Original use Residence
Subsegquent uses (if any) and dates

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Abori gi nal Conservati on Recreation
Agricul tural Educat i on Rel i gi on
Architectural Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settl enent i nvention
Commer ce I ndustry Soci al /

Conmruni cat i on Mlitary humani tari an
Comruni ty devel opnent Political e Transportation

Hi storical significance (include explanation of t henes checked above)

e of Fall River's nmost outstanding and best-preserved early residences, the o
Bar nabus Bl ossom House i s particularly notable for i tstw elegant pedinented
doorways and |argely intact interior. The Federal-stylehouse follows the tra-
ditional 5-bay, side geible plan popular throughout the 18th and early 19th century
and retains itsoriginal splayed lintels and 6/6 sash. | tis known to date back

at least to 1800 because anewly mnted penny of that year was found inthe walls
during restoration. The pedi mented door surrounds are of atype widely used in

New Engl and frame houses beginning inthe 1790's. The ultimate design source is
Plate 16 of Mtn Pain's Practical Builder, which was published i n London in 1774 - S
and Boston in 1792, although the builder of the Barnabus Bl ossom House probably
simply copied the doorway of another house. The use of acentral chimmey rather
than the nore up-to-date side chimey/center hall plan i s not unconmon i n rural
houses even into the 19th century.. Interior detailing has remained i n place and
includes Federal beaded door mol dings, sinmple mantels, adining roomcorner cupboard,
a beehive oven, and six-panel doors. Both the interior and exterior have been
sympat hetically restored.

The first well-known occupant of the house wasDr. James Al drich, a "botanicphysician,
who noved to Fall River in 1843 and is |listed at this address inthe city's first (1853)
directory. Between 1883 and 1886 the house was noved from it soriginal location at

the northeast corner of Main and Franklin Streets to make way for the Hotel Mellen
(since demolished). Several other handsone Federal houses al so stood onNorth Min
Street during the early 19th century and were noved or demolished asthe downtown
comrercial district expanded.

As awell-crafted, recently restored exanple of the Federal style and one of only a
handful of buildings remaining fromthe early settlement period, the Barnabus Bl ossom
House nmeets Criteria Aand Cof the National Register individually.
Bi bliography and/or references (such aslocal histories, deeds, assessor's records.
early maps, etc.)
Atlas 1895 Shown as 36 Gove & 73 Wl nut

1883 Not shown

1883 Shown . .
g' 1871  Shown J. M Smith - NE corner No. Main SFranklin Street

n
1858 Shown
1850 Shown

Dept 1’ s G Mnroe - May 17, 1886 App. #3893 ' :
5 Janmes M Ardricch™- botanic physician - house 77N. Min ;
corner Franklin Street
Bui l ding Dept. - Jeronme Marques - February 4, 1980 - Permit #22 - interior and exterior
alterations - $15,000 - owner
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8. Significance
laf SifnMe

ItMsHle data*

tl«wWI»

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
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relating significance to

the
context

relationship of
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resource

integrity
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other

9. IMajor Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

Aiimgi of nemlnatM prapwty .
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this

Signed
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sheet

202

272
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