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In Area no. Form no. 

1. Town F a l l River, Mass. 

Address 244 Grove Street 

Name Barnabus Blossom House 

Present use M u l t i - f a m i l y 

Present owner Jerome Marques 

Description: 2'5-story w/ f l ank ing gable roof 

Date • c. 1800 

Source 

Style 

V/A 

Federal 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard, shingle 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features Center entrance w/pedimented 

door surround & semi-circular f a n l i g h t ; 

center chimney; some 6 over 6 sash 

Altered Date 
from N.E. corner 

Moved No. Main s F rank l in Date c. 1883-1886 

Lot size: 4,623 sq. f t . ' V-

One acre or less ^ Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

6. Recorded by P a t r i c i a Giza 

Organization 

Date 

FROHP 

January 11, 1982 

(over) 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Barnabus Blossom 

Residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

10. 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political • 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

One of F a l l River's most outstanding and best-preserved early residences, the ., 
Barnabus Blossom House i s p a r t i c u l a r l y notable f o r i t s two elegant pedimented 
doorways and largely i n t a c t i n t e r i o r . The Federal-style house follows the t r a ­
d i t i o n a l 5-bay, side geible plan popular throughout the 18th and early 19th century 
and retains i t s o r i g i n a l splayed l i n t e l s and 6/6 sash. I t i s known to date back 
at least to 1800 because a newly minted penny of that year was found i n the walls 
during r e s t o r a t i o n . The pedimented door surrounds are of a type widely used i n 
New England frame houses beginning i n the 1790's. The ultimate design source i s 
Plate 16 of Vftn. Pain's Practical Builder, which was published i n London i n 1774 - S 
and Boston i n 1792, although the builder of the Barnabus Blossom House probably 
simply copied the doorway of another house. The use of a central chimney rather 
than the more up-to-date side chimney/center h a l l plan i s not uncommon i n r u r a l 
houses even i n t o the 19th century.. I n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g has remained i n place and 
includes Federal beaded door moldings, simple mantels, a dining room corner cupboard, 
a beehive oven, and six-panel doors. Both the i n t e r i o r and e x t e r i o r have been 
sympathetically restored. 

The f i r s t well-known occupant of the house was Dr. James Al d r i c h , a "botanic physician," 
who moved to F a l l River i n 1843 and i s l i s t e d at t h i s address i n the c i t y ' s f i r s t (1853) 
d i r e c t o r y . Between 1883 and 1886 the house was moved from i t s o r i g i n a l location at 
the northeast corner of Main and Franklin Streets to make way for the Hotel Mellen 
(since demolished). Several other handsome Federal houses also stood on North Main 
Street during the early 19th century and were moved or demolished as the downtown 
commercial d i s t r i c t expanded. . 

As a we l l - c r a f t e d , recently restored example of the Federal s t y l e and one of only a 
handful of buildings remaining from the early settlement period, the Barnabus Blossom 
House meets C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
Bibliography and/or references (such as lo c a l h i s t o r i e s , deeds, assessor's records. 
early maps, etc.) 

Atlas 

O r i g i n a l 
Location 

1895 
1883 
1883 
1871 
1858 
1850 

Water Dept 
Directory: 

& 73 Walnut Shown as 36 Grove 
Not shown 
Shown 
Shown J. M. Smith - N.E. corner No. 
Shown 
Shown 
Thomas G. Monroe - May 17, 1886 
1853 - - - -

Main S Franklin Street 

App. #3893 ' : 
James M. Aldrich - botanic physician - house 77 No. Main ; 
corner Franklin Street 

Building Dept. - Jerome Marques - February 4, 1980 - Permit #22 - i n t e r i o r and exterior 
a l t e r a t i o n s - $15,000 - owner 
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