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The Morrison Suspension Bridge on Black Bezr Creek is z one-lane affair,
150 feet long. TIts flooring consists of wooden planking on a light steel
superstructure suspended from twin steel cables by hanger and spacing rods,
The builder's plate is still in place over the roadway between the two south
towers,

" Though the bridge with its bent railings and rattling floor boards
sppenrs somewhat dilapidated 2nd perhaps even a bit toc fragile by today's
motoring standards, it carries moderately heavy local traffic and is
apparently still structurslly sound ... pravided one observes the carefully
vosted two-ton limit!
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

the words of the Parisian after the French Revolution,

The Morrison Suspension Bridge, were it able to talk, might well echo

Asked what he had

done during those tumultuous years, he replied, not without 2 certain pride,

"T survived,"
chznges over the past sixty years.
admittedly locking a bit the worse for wear, survived,

The cable spzn across Black Bear Creek has witnessed many
It has taken them in stride and, while
In this tag end of

2ll his previous millenia on this planet, that in itself would seem to be
no mean feat,

*

In the early years of the 20th century the suspension principle was

widely applied in bridging small streams.
\freight steel, which was not only less expensive, but also easier to handle - an
important factor when heavy construction equipment was either non-existent or

hard to come by, esmecially in rural areas.

|
|
|
! a century that has witnessed more tecknological change than man has known in
|
|

The cable allowed use of lighter

This particular suspension design was patented by Nelson H, Sturgis

of Guthrie, Oklahoma, in 1913,
County commissioners around 1917,

pioneer cemetery,

The bridge itself was built by the Noble
Spanning Black Bear Creek on a half-section
: line road, it provided access from the south to the o0ld Lela School and a

| It still serves area farmers - a local landmark and one

of the last surviving suspension bridges in northern Oklahoma.
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Quad map Lela, OK. scale 7.5 min, acreage - under 2 acres
UTM's

zone 13
N 4019420
E 683800

VBD - The nominated area encompasses a plot of ground, 200' east to
west and 260' north to south within section 11, T2IN, R3E. This inctludes
the bridge itself and a small buffer zone around it. Beginning at a point
on the north/south half section road that divides section 11 in half,

550' north of state route 64, proceed east 100', north 260' crossing

Black Bear Creek, west 200', south 260' across the creek, and east 100°

to the point of beginning.



