
Form No. 10-300 REV. (9/77)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
_________TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS____

INAME
HISTORIC

_Morrison Suspension Bridge_________________________________
AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER

Off TIS 6k c.

/   n ••
 M ; - "*'

wiles East of _NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN

l^orrison
STATE

Oklahoma

X_.VICINITY OF
CODE

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

No. 6
COUNTY CODE

Noble 103

HCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY

—DISTRICT

—BUILDING(S)

XSTRUCTURE 

—SITE

—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
X.PUBLIC

—PRIVATE

—BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
_IN PROCESS 

_ BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
—OCCUPIED

—UNOCCUPIED

—WORK IN PROGRESS 
ACCESSIBLE

—YES: RESTRICTED 

X.YES: UNRESTRICTED

—NO

PRESENT USE
_ AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM

—COMMERCIAL —PARK

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL ^-TRANSPORTATION

—MILITARY —OTHER:

NAME
Noble County
STREET & NUMBER

Noble County Courthouse
CITY, TOWN

Perry _ VICINITY OF
STATE

Oklahoma

[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. office of the County Clerk
STREET & NUMBER

Noble County Courthouse
CITY. TOWN

Perry________________
STATE
Oklahoma

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

Oklahoma Comprehensive Survey
DATE

1978 —FEDERAL ?L_STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Oklahoma Historical Society, Preservation ffice
CITY. TOWN
Oklahoma City

STATE

Oklahoma



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED ^.UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE.
X_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Morrison Suspension Bridge on Black Bear Creek is a one-lane affair, 
150 feet long. Its flooring consists of wooden planking on a light steel 
superstructure suspended from twin steel cables by hanger and. spacing rods. 
The builder's plate is still in place over the roadway between the two south 
towers.

Though the bridge with its bent railings and rattling floor boards 
appenrs somewhat dilapidated and perhaps even a bit too fragile by today's 
motoring standards, it carries moderately heavy local traffic and is 
apparently still structurally sound ... prdvided one observes the carefully 
r>os ted two-ton limit!
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Morrison Suspension Bridge, were it able to talk, might well echo 
the words of the Parisian after the French Revolution. Asked what he had 
done during those tumultuous years, he replied, not without a certain pride, 
"T survived." The cable span across Black Bear Creek has witnessed many 
changes over the past sixty years. It has taken them in stride and, while 
admittedly looking a bit the worse for wear, survived. In this tag end of 
a century that has witnessed more technological change than man has known in 
all his previous millenia on this planet, that in itself would seem to be 
no mean feat.

In the early years of the 20th century the suspension principle was 
widely applied in bridging small streams. The cable allowed use of lighter 
weight steel, which was not only less expensive, but also easier to handle - an 
important factor when heavy construction equipment was either non-existent or 
hard to come by, especially in rural areas.

This particular suspension design was patented by Nelson H. Sturgis 
of Guthrie, Oklahoma, in 1913. The bridge itself was built by the Noble 
County commissioners around 1917. Spanning Black Bear Creek on a half-section 
line road, it provided access from the south to the old Lela School and a 
pioneer cemetery. It still serves area farmers - a local landmark and one 
of the last surviving suspension bridges in northern Oklahoma.
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Quad map Lela, OK. scale 7.5 min. acreage - under 2 acres 

UTM's

zone 13 
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VBD - The nominated area encompasses a plot of ground, 200' east to 
west and 260' north to south within section 11, T21N, R3E. This includes 
the bridge itself and a small buffer zone around it. Beginning at a point 
on the north/south half section road that divides section 11 in half, 
550' north of state route 64, proceed east 100', north 260' crossing 
Black Bear Creek, west 200 1 , south 260' across the creek, and east 100' 
to the point of beginning.


