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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received OCT S 1984 

date entered 

historic Vermont B u i l d i n g 

and or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 6-12 Thacher St-aeeet N / A not for publication 

city, town B o s t o n , .^ j / jy ic ini ty of 

state MA. code county S u f f o l k code 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
building(s) X. private 
structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
object process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

X other:i^ental/apart. 

4. Owner of Property 

name M a r k e t p l a c e L o f t s L i m i t e d Part-npr.cthi p 

street & number 31 Brook S t r e e t 

city, town W e l l e s l e y N/ iVic ini ty of state MA . 0 2 1 0 2 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 

street & number Court House, Pemberton Sguare 

city, town B o s t o n , state MA. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title N o r t h E n d / W a t e r f r o n t D r a f t S u r v t ^ ^^''s P^perty been determined eligible? yes no 

date J u l y 1 9 8 0 federal state county x- local 

depository for survey records B o s t o n L a n d m a r k s C o m m i s s i o n 

city, town B o s t o n , state MA, 



7. Description Vermont Building 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 

N / A good ruins altered moved date N / A 

fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Vermont B u i l d i n g i s located on the corner of Thacher and North Margin 
St r e e t i n Boston's North End d i s t r i c t . Rising t o s i x s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , 
t h i s commercial b u i l d i n g stands i n marked c o n t r a s t t o the surrounding 
r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood of 3-5 s t o r y b r i c k rowhouses. The s t r u c t u r e i s 
set close t o the s t r e e t and f u l l y occupies i t s i r r e g u l a r shaped l o t . 

Designed by Boston a r c h i t e c t s Arthur H. Bowditch and Edward B. S t r a t t o n 
and constructed i n 1904 by W. A. and H. A. Root, the Vermont B u i l d i n g i s 
a red b r i c k p i e r and spandral Commerical S t y l e s t r u c t u r e w i t h prominent 
Beaux-Arts i n f l u e n c e d marble d e t a i l i n g . Asymetrical i n p l a n , the b u i l d i n g 
contains three bays on the North Margin Str e e t facade and f i v e bays on 
the Thacher S t r e e t facade. The s t r u c t u r e r i s e s t o a f l a t roof which i s 
e n c i r c l e d by a deep cornice and h i g h l i g h t e d by b r i c k c o r b e l l i n g and marble 
m o d i l l i o n s between l a r g e , p a i r e d brackets centered above each p i e r . 

This commercial s t r u c t u r e contains seven s t o r e f r o n t s on Thacher and North 
Margin Streets which- are set o f f from the upper s t o r i e s by a continuous 
d e n t i l l a t e d c o r n i c e . Each s t o r e f r o n t forms a u n i t w i t h two mezzanine 
l e v e l windows above i t and i s defined by banded b r i c k p i e r s w i t h g r a n i t e 
bases. The s t o r e f r o n t s themselves are constructed of wood and glass and 
incorporate a curious defect which has become i n c r e a s i n g l y evident over 
the years. The wooden header over each s t o r e f r o n t i s bowed because i t 
bears the otherwise unsupported weight of the center sash of the two double 
hung mezzanine windows d i r e c t l y above. 

Framed between two s t o r e f r o n t s , the b u i l d i n g ' s recessed entrance i s centered 
on the Thacher 'Street facade, i t i's set i n t o a round-arched surround of 
r u s t i c a t e d g r a n i t e and b r i c k on a g r a n i t e base; Above i t , a t the mezzanine 
cornice l i n e , i s an arched stone hood supported on hedvy stone brackets. 

Floors three through,' s i x of the two major facades (Thacher and North Margin 
Streets) are organized i n t o m u l t i - l e v e l arcades by b r i c k p i e r s r i s i n g from 
marble bases. Above the s i x t h f l o o r the p i e r s form heavy segmental arches 
w i t h a l t e r n a t i n g b r i c k and marble voussoirs. Spandrals of b r i c k and marble 
demarcate f l o o r l e v e l s w i t h i n each arcade. I n c o n t r a s t , the other elevations 
of the b u i l d i n g are p l a i n b r i c k , and windows on a l l l e v e l s are segmentally 
arched w i t h marble s i l l s . 

F e nestration on the two p r i n c i p a l facades of the b u i l d i n g (Thacher and North 
Margin Streets) consists of very large scale, 5' X 8', double-hung, 6/6 
paired windows w i t h wood sash. Mezzanine (or second story) windows on these 
el e v a t i o n s are 6/9, double hung. Windows on the remainder of the b u i l d i n g 
are g e n e r a l l y 2/2, double-hung w i t h some 3/3 and 4/4 i n a v e r t i c a l c o n f i g u r ­
a t i o n . They are counter-balanced and have metal-clad wood sash. Windows 
on the f i r s t and second s t o r i e s of a l l but the two major facades have wire 
glass l i g h t s . On the Thacher and North Margin Str e e t facades, the top 
member of each spandral f u n c t i o n s as a marble s i l l w h ile the bottom member 
c o n s t i t u t e s a f l a t window head, except i n the s i x t h s t o r y . On the six_ 
secondary e l e v a t i o n s of the b u i l d i n g double-hung windows have marble s i l l s 
and are capped by b r i c k segmental arches. 
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The f i f t e e n - b a y Lombard Place (northeast) e l e v a t i o n of the Vermont B u i l d i n g 
includes a recessed loading dock and e i g h t f r e i g h t doors closed by metal 
clad wood f i r e s h u t t e r s . 

The i n t e r i o r of the Vermont B u i l d i n g features a plan t h a t i s e n t i r e l y open 
on f l o o r s two through s i x t o e i t h e r side of the main el e v a t o r core, except 
f o r square wooden columns (14" square a t the f i r s t f l o o r ) r i s i n g t o the 
exposed s t r u c t u r a l system. Beams are t y p i c a l l y 10" X 14", whi l e j o i s t s 
are 6" X 12". S t r u c t u r a l bays are 10' X 14'. B r i c k perimeter w a l l s are 
unfi n i s h e d on the i n t e r i o r except f o r having been painted several times 
over the years. 

The Vermont B u i l d i n g remains l a r g e l y as constructed, both on i t s i n t e r i o r 
and e x t e r i o r , and stands as described i n the f o l l o w i n g newspaper a r t i c l e 
which heralded i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n : 

The b u i l d i n g w i l l be s i x s t o r i e s and w i l l cost completed $200,000. 
Designed f o r manufacturing purposes, i t w i l l be constructed 
along l i n e s which w i l l give the gre a t e s t possible s t r e n g t h , being 
framed t o car r y a load of 250 pounds per square f o o t . 

The lower f l o o r w i l l be devoted t o small s t o r e s , w h i l e the upper 
s t o r i e s w i l l be so constructed as t o form two large chambers of 
5500 square f e e t each which w i l l have l i g h t on a l l sides. These 
areas may be subdivided t o s u i t the requirements of the lessees. 
There w i l l be an el e v a t o r of the most improved type f o r passenger 
se r v i c e , and two large f r e i g h t e l e v a t o r s . The b u i l d i n g w i l l be 
heated by steam and l i g h t e d by e l e c t r i c i t y . A f u l l y equipped 
power and l i g h t i n g p l a n t w i l l be i n s t a l l e d . 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e Vermont B u H d l n g 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

^ 1 9 0 0 -

Areas ef Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

.X architecture 
art 

X commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

X industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
pol itics/government 

. ::-jz^^ o.'r-Q.^ -

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1904 Builder/Architect A r t h u r H. Bowditch & Edward B. S t r a t t o n 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Vermont B u i l d i n g was erected i n 1904 f o r R e d f i e l d Proctor, founder of 
the Vermont Marble Company, and one-time Vermont governor, U.S. Senator 
(1891-1908), and President W i l l i a m Harrison's Secretary of War. Possessing 
i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship, t h i s 
m ercantile s t r u c t u r e meets Na t i o n a l Register C r i t e r i a A and C f o r i t s 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d Beaux A r t s s t y l e design and in n o v a t i v e p l a n , as w e l l as f o r 
i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the e a r l y development of a n a t i o n a l l y recognized 
marble manufacturing company. 

Designed by Boston a r c h i t e c t s Arthur H. Bowditch and Edward B. S t r a t t o n and 
l a v i s h l y trimmed w i t h marble from the home s t a t e of i t s o r i g i n a l owner/builder, 
the 67,000 square f o o t Vermont B u i l d i n g i s a t r u l y impressive s t r u c t u r e 
and serves as a f i n e advertisement f o r the company which i t housed. A s i x 
st o r y b r i c k p i e r and spandrel Commercial S t y l e s t r u c t u r e w i t h robust Beaux 
Art s marble d e t a i l i n g , the b u i l d i n g i s p a r t i c u l a r l y unusual i n i t s extensive 
use of marble t r i m which may w e l l be unique i n the Boston area. 

The s t r u c t u r e when designed was also i n n o v a t i v e i n plan and use. B u i l t 
p r i m a r i l y as the branch o f f i c e and f i n i s h i n g p l a n t f o r the Vermont Marble 
Company, the b u i l d i n g contained the company's operations on the ground 
f l o o r and had open, u n f i n i s h e d space on the upper l e v e l s which could be 
subdivided and converted t o o f f i c e space i n order t o provide r e n t a l income. 
This b u i l d i n g format, although common f o r i n d u s t r i a l s t r u c t u r e s by World 
War I I , was q u i t e unusual a t the time of the Vermont B u i l d i n g ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and represented a pioneering business concept. 

Vermont Marble Company. R e d f i e l d Proctor, the leading force behind the 
development of the Vermont Marble Company, merged several small marble 
operations i n 1870 t o form the Sutherland F a l l s Marble Company. I n 1880 
t h i s became the Vermont Marble Comapny. A d d i t i o n a l q u a r r i e s were acquired 
and new ships b u i l t as Sutherland F a l l s developed i n t o the manufacturing 
v i l l a g e of Proctor, Vermont. 

During the l a t e nineteenth century the Vermont Marble Company pioneered 
the improved handling, f i n i s h i n g and i n s t a l l a t i o n of huge marble blocks 
f o r m o n o l i t h i c s t r u c t u r e s . Cass G i l b e r t ' s United States Supreme Court 
B u i l d i n g (1933-35) and the Thomas J e f f e r s o n Memorial, both i n Washington, D.C, 
are somewhat l a t e r examples of t h i s use of Vermont marble. The company 
continued t o grow under the d i r e c t i o n of Re d f i e l d Proctor's h e i r s , and 
branch o f f i c e s were opened e a r l y i n the t w e n t i e t h century i n New York, Chicago, 
C i n c i n n a t i , Houston, and San Francisco. By the mid-1930s, the Vermont Marble 
Company owned 28,000 acres of land and operated q u a r r i e s not only i n Vermont, 
but also i n Tennessee, the Colorado Rockies, Montana, Canada and Alaska. 
With a p a y r o l l of 3,500, i t was thought t o be the l a r g e s t manufacturing 



-1904 newspaper a r t i c l e obtained from the Vermont Marble Company, Proctor. 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
- c i t y of Boston, B u i l d i n g Departm.ent Documents; -Boston Public L i b r a r y 
Fine A r t s Department; -C.E. Crane, Let Me Show You Vermont. Ndw York: 
A l f r e d A. Knopf, 1937; -Walter H i l l Crockett, Vermont, the Green Mountain 
State. NY; The Century H i s t o r y Company, Inc. 1923; -Boston C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s ; 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 5 , 6 1 7 s q . f t . 

Quadrangle name B o s t o n S o u t h , M a s s . 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The boundary i s t h a t o f the 15,617 sq. f t . 
po lygona l l o t which the Vermont B u i l d i n g e n t i r e l y occupies . Lo t and b u i l d i n g 
are bounded by Nor th Margin S t r e e t , Thacher S t r e e t , Lombard Place, Lombard 
Court and, on the southwest, by a b u t t i n g p r o p e r t i e s . 
List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N / A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Kathryn Kubie , P rese rva t ion Planner w i t h Anne Booth, Boston A f f i l i a t e s 
Boston Landmarks Commission 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commissioafate lune' 1QR4 

street & number 2 9 4 W a s h i n g t o n ^ t r e e t telephone ... ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

city or town Boston, state MA. 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state —iZ^local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the crKeria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \ / 0 ( ^ L U U L A J ^ l i Z A / V l f l ^ L 

title E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r , S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s . O f f i c e r 

For NPS use only 
I hereby^r t i fy that this property is included in the National-Register 

i-'ntered in tha 
Boglater 

date 

of the National Register 

Attest date 

Chief of Registration 
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company i n Vermont. There were marble shops and m i l l s i n Proctor, w i t h 
other p l a n t s at Rutland, Brandon, Middlebury, Swanton, Roxbury, Danby, 
Dorset, and Manchester. Later the company also imported marble from 
France, Spain, P o r t u g a l , Norway, I t a l y , and I s r a e l . 

With the advent of modern panel w a l l c o n s t r u c t i o n , the Vermont Marble 
Company pioneered f a b r i c a t i o n and i n s t a l l a t i o n techniques t h a t a f forded 
a r c h i t e c t s and b u i l d e r s new o p p o r t u n i t i e s to employ marble i n ways never 
before p o s s i b l e . An outstanding example of t h i s i s the Beinecke L i b r a r y 
(1963) a t Yale U n i v e r s i t y . There, I h inch t h i c k Vermont marble was used 
i n place of windows t o p r o t e c t rare books and manuscripts from d i r e c t 
l i g h t . 

Today, the company's marble i s seen on b u i l d i n g s and monuments a l l over 
the world. Vermont Marble Company's p l a n t i n Proctor i s one of the most 
complete and modern marble f i n i s h i n g operations i n the i n d u s t r y . 

Thacher S t r e e t S i t e . The land i n Boston on which the Vermont B u i l d i n g was 
l a t e r constructed was acquired i n about 1874 as p a r t of the expansion of 
the Sutherland F a l l s Marble Company. The Thacher S t r e e t property was 
then sold t o R e d f i e l d Proctor by Vermont Marble i n 1888 f o r $20,789. During 
the l a t e r nineteenth century the p r o p e r t y , w i t h miscellaneous frame 
s t r u c t u r e s on i t , continued t o be used by the company as a branch marble 
yard serving the Boston area. Senator Proctor was no doubt aware of the 
tu r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y boom i n mercantile and f u r n i t u r e manufacturing 
development t a k i n g place near expanding r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s on the northern 
edge of Boston's c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t . I n 1904 he had whatever 
s t r u c t u r e s t h a t s t i l l stood on the s i t e removed and the Vermont B u i l d i n g 
was constructed by c o n t r a c t o r s W. A. and H. A. Root a t a cost of $200,000. 

From 1904 to 1926, the Vermont Marble Company occupied the f i r s t f l o o r 
of the Vermont B u i l d i n g , using i t f o r marble p o l i s h i n g and storage purposes. 
A concrete slab ramp or "runway" from Lombard Place allowed access f o r 
the marble, which was brought from Vermont v i a the nearby r a i l r o a d . On 
the second, or mezzanine, f l o o r a t the corner of Thacher and North Margin 
Str e e t s , was the company o f f i c e . The Vermont B u i l d i n g i s thus associated 
w i t h the e a r l y p e r i o d of tremendous growth of the Vermont Marble Company 

The A r c h i t e c t s . For h i s Boston o f f i c e Proctor r e t a i n e d a r c h i t e c t s Arthur 
H. Bowditch and Edward B. S t r a t t o n . Bowditch (d. 1941) was a successful 
and p r o l i f i c e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century Boston a r c h i t e c t . He designed numerous 
large-scale downtown commercial b u i l d i n g s i n c l u d i n g the Merchants B u i l d i n g 
(1901), Old South B u i l d i n g (1902-04), and Washington-Essex B u i l d i n g (1906). 
He f r e q u e n t l y used a r c h i t e c t u r a l t e r r a c o t t a f o r these e a r l y skyscrapers, 
which are l a v i s h l y decorated i n the Beaux A r t s t r a d i t i o n and d i s p l a y 
c o n s i s t e n t l y high standards of design and craftsmanship. On the Vermont 
B u i l d i n g , Bowditch had an abundance of marble at h i s disposal w i t h wonderful 
r e s u l t s . Bowditch also designed a number of h o t e l s and apartment b u i l d i n g s 
i n c l u d i n g the Essex (1900), the Lenox (1901), and the Somerset Hotels, 
Myles Standish Apartments, the Pelham H a l l Apartments; and i n 1932, the 
Paramount Theatre. Bowditch and S t r a t t o n worked together from 1903 t o 1907. 
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