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The Bartlett-Russell-Hedge House was built c. 1803 on what was then t henorth corner of
Court Square, nowthecorner of Court Street andNorth Russell. Court Street i s one of
Plynouth's major commercial areas, and theBartlett-Russell-Hedge House i s surrounded

by | owconmercial buildings fromthelater nineteenth andtwentieth centuries. The Ply-
mout h County buildings, including theCourt House and t heRegistry of Deeds are |ocated
south of thehouse, on North Russell Street.

The main block of thethree-story hip roofed Federal house |ooks today essentially as i t
did when i t was built; however, thekitchenell tothesouthwest was altered and al ow
one-story structure added t ot henorthwest when t he house was bought by t he Pl ynputh
Federal Savings and Loan Associationi nl1951. At thesane time, thefront portico, which
had been altered i nthe 1840's t oa tetrastyle Doric porch with granite steps |eading
straight tothestreet, was reconstructedtoitsoriginal appearance. The evidence for
the reconstruction canme fromW | liamT. Davis' account, "Menories of an Octogenarian",
written i n1906, and from t hediscovery of a portion of theoriginal cloverleaf colum
found i ntheback yard. Davis, i nhis account, noted that "The beautiful old porch of

the house i nquestion, rounded i nshape and supported by clover |eaf columms, harnonizing
with t hew ndows beneath and above it was replaced by t hepresent one about 1840."

The painted brick house i sfive bays wide and three deep. The shuttered windows on t he
first and second floors have 6/6 sash and splayed lintels; thew ndows onthethird floor
al so have splayed lintels, butinkeeping with Federal period proportions, have 6/3 sash.
The front door, with half sidelights andanelliptical fanlight, i sprotectedby the
delicate Federal portico, supported by four slender cloverleaf colums and surnounted by
a bal ustraded roof. A palladian wi ndow | ooks out over thebalustrades, anda |arge rec-
tangul ar wi ndow divided by pilasters onthethird floor and a pilastered panel on t he
roof balustrade echo t he defeailr™of t he palladian window andthefront door.

A belt course circles thebuilding between thefirst and second floor, and a Ronanesque
inspired corbel table i slocated under thecornice. An octagonal cupola with four
shuttered wi ndows and four arched |ouvered openings i slocated onthedenter of the hip
roof. Since thefacade of thebuilding i snot quite symmetrical, thecupola i snot cen-
tered over t hefront door and palladian window. Three of thefour original inside end
chimeys arestill extant, with working fireplaces.

A | owone-story addition t ot henorthwest and southwest was built i n1951t ohouse the
bank's business functions. The well proportioned addition i sset back fromthehouse,
with awi de plain entablature above thecornice, and a Corinthiancolumed portico
topped by a pediment.

The interior of thebuilding has been beautifully maintained. The original mantels and
paneling areintact, although sone of t heinterior walls onthefirst and second floors
have been noved around t ocreate additional spaice. A significant interior featurei s the
elliptical cantilevered staircase which rises fromthefirst floor all theway upto the
cupola on t heroof. Another unusual featurei sa doorway, |eading fromthe staircase

hall on thesecond floor t otheback roons, which has a Gothic ogee curved arched open-

ing, with trefoil decoration. Also onthesecond floor i sa large spring floor ballroom
which runs t helength of thenorthwest side. The first and second floors of t hebuilding
are now used by the bank for their offices; thethird floor i srented out t otwo accounting
firms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The occupants of theBartlett-Russell-Hedge House have played a significant role i n the
devel opment of Plymouth, both economcally andsocially, andthebuilding, a classic
exanpl e of t heFederal style, hasgreat architectural merit. | ti salso significant as an
excel l ent exanple of thoughtful and practical reuse of anoriginally residential structure
to comercial use. '

Captain Joseph Bartlett, a Plymuth shipowner and nmerchant, bought al ot onthenorth cor-
ner of Court Square i n1803, andbuilt thepresent structure shortly thereafter. He
lived i nthehouse until 1820, when, because of financial reversals caused byt heVvér of
1812 andt he enbar goes, he noved back t ohis former home onthesouth corner of Court
Square. HissonW I Iliam who had been living i nthe "old" house since his marriagei n
1814, changed places with his father and noved into thebrick house. W Illiamturnedthe
house into anlnn, called thed d Colony Hotel, and nanaged i t for a couple of years.

His son John was born i n1820, andspent thefirst fewyears of his life i ntheBartlett-
Russel | - Hedge House. John later moved t o Canbridge where he worked andthen ownedt he
University Book Store. He becane very well known for his ability toidentify and locate
books andquotations, and eventual |y published Bartlett's Fam |iar Quotations.

W liam Spooner and then Ezra Cushing succeeded Wl liamBartlett i nrunning thehouse as
an inn, but i n1827 t he house was bought by Nat hani el Russell, who again used t hehouse

as aresidence. Russell was extensivelyengaged i ntheiron manufacturing business i n
collaboration with WlliamT. Davis and Barnabas Hedge, andafter 1837, headed hi s own
business. Qn his death i n 1852 t hehouse passed t ohis daughter Mary, whoi nturn left

it toher brother, Nathaniel II. Onthedeath of Nathaniel | | theestate was purchased by
his daughter, Catherine Elliott Russell-Hedge.

The Hedge fam |y included a nunber of promnent individuals active in business and com
munity affairs. Thelate WIlliamR Hedge was president of t heBoston Insurance Gom

pany andt he O d Col ony Insurance Conpany, and was a president of thePilgrim Society.

His sister, thelate Lucia Hedge, was anartist of some note, andthree of her oil sketches,
painted fromthefront windows of t hehouse, are nowhanging i nt hebank offices.

O Novenber 1, 1951t hebuilding was acquired fromtheHedge famly by thePlynouth Fed-
eral Savings andLoan Association. The Association used great care i nalteringthe
building for their needs, and has done anexcellent jobi npreserving thearchitectural
integrity of thebuilding while giving i ta new use.
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Guzzl announces'iriclusion of bank
building in Historic Regisler®ViI*s? AMAS

BOSTON—Secrdary of 'State Paul
Guzz has announced that the Bartlett-
RussHl-Hedge House,'32 Court St..:
PJj mouthj has tbesh included in theNa-
tional Register of Historic Places by the
National Park Service. The house was
nominated f6r the National Register by
the Massachusetts Historical Commis-
son.

There are nine other dites in
Plymouth which are inthe register. In-
cluson inthe register means that they
are dligible to apply for National Park
Service grants for preservation of the
properties.

The house was buUt in 188 by Cgp-
lain Josgph Bartlett, a Plymouth
shipowTier and merchant. His grandson
John, who lived inthe house during the

early part of.his life, later' published
Bartlett's Familiar Quotations. " *V i

The house was used as ai\ inn during
the early 1800s until it was purchased
by Nathanid Ru'ssdl,'who again turned
it into aresdence. Russall was engaged
in theiron manufacturing busness.

TheHedge family eventually became
ownTias of the house. William R. Hedge
weas a president of the Bogton Insurance
Company and the Old Colony Insurance
Company and president of the Pilgrim

The building is now .owned by the
Plymouth Federal Savings and Loan
Asociation. The first two floors are
used by the bank, while the third flooris
rented to two accounting firms. '
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