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4 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X _UNALTERED __ORIGINAL SITE _
__GOOD __RUINS __ALTERED Xumovep  pate_Ca. 1876
X AR .. _UNEXPOSED :

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Geldner property is situated on a relatively narrow parcel of land which
separates Lake Jefferson and German Lake, The Sawmill stands near the shore of
German Lake and is immediately across County Highway #13 from the Geldner residence, In
Ca 1860 the mill was constructed a short distance from the present site; it was
moved to this site Ca 1876, The land to the rear of the structure is the product
of seventy years of sawdust and wood shavings accumulation, During the early
years of operation, the mill bordered on a marsh which served as a dumping area
for waste products from the mill,

The Geldner Sawmill is a two level structure constructed of heavy timbers,
The lower level contains a network of belts on wooden drive wheels which supply
power to the various machines on the second level, The second level is
actually on grade at the south elevation of the mill, This area is a long open
room divided into areas for sawing, planning, joining and shaping boards,
Essentially, all equipment and tools remain in the mill and are in operable
condition.

Attached to the west end of the mill structure is a one~storey brick and
stone shed, This shed is approached at the lower level, Inside is the power
plant : a stationary steam engine which also supplied power to the original
mill before it was moved, In later years a huge gasoline-powered tractor
engine supplied additional power during peak operation,

The mill structure is in basically sound condition although the rough-sawn
vertical siding has deteriorated, Machinery is in operable condition although
some rusting is evident from disuse,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The\/Oéldner Sawmill began service to the Clevelan
Ca 1860, and has been on its present site since 1876
used in the construction of many local buildings
Although, no longer in operation, the mill remains

be restored to operation with a minimum of effort,

d area of LeSueur County

Records indicate that lumber

was processed at this mill,
essentially intact, and could

The Geldner Sawmill is the last survivinh/early sawmill in LeSueur County

and is the only known stationary steam engine mill in southern Minmesota.

o
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED .)EUNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED XMOVED DATECa'—1876
X_FAlﬂ —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Geldner property is situated on a relatively narrow parcel of land which
separates Lake Jefferson and German Lake. The Sawmill stands near the shore of
German Lake and is immediately across County Highway #13 from the Geldner residence.
In Ca. 1860 the mill was constructed a short distance from the present site; it was
moved to this site Ca. 1876, The land to the rear of the structure is the product
of seventy years of sawdust and wood shavings accumulation. During the early years
of operation, the mill bordered on a marsh which served as a dumping area for waste
products from the mill.

The Geldner Sawmill is a two-level structure constructed of heavy timbers.
The lower level contains a network of belts on wooden drive wheels which supply
power to the various machines on the second level. The second level is actually
on grade at the south elevation of the mill, This area is a long open room divided
into areas for sawing, planing, joining and shaping boards. Essentially, all equip~-
ment and tools remain in the mill and are in operable condition.

Attached to the west end of the mill structure is a one-storey brick and stone
shed. This shed is approached at the lower level. Inside is the power plant, a
stationary steam engine which also supplied power to the original mill before it was
moved. In later years, a huge gasoline-powered tractor engine supplied additional
power during peak operation.

The mill structure is in basically sound condition although the rough-sawn
vertical siding has deteriorated. Machinery is in operable condition, although
some rusting is evident from disuse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Geldner Sawmill began service to the Cleveland area of LeSueur
County Ca, 1860, and has been on its present site since 1876. Records
indicate that lumber used in the construction of many local buildings
was processed at this mill, Although no longer in operation, the mill
remains essentially intact, and could be restored to operation with a
minimum of effort.

The Geldner Sawmill is the last surviving early sawmill in LeSueur
County, and is the only known stationary steam engine mill in southern
Minnesota.,
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Note: These changes apply to
Geldner Sawmill in LeSueur County,
Minnesota.

REFERENCE NUMBER: 75000991
8TATE: MINNESOTA

COUNTY: LeSueur
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ADDRESS8: Co. Hwy. 13
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