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Town Southbridge 

Address 70-72 Main Street 

Historic Name 

Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5", blacic and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
intersect1on{s). — 
Indicate north 

Use: Present multi-family residential 

Original multi-family residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date Ci3-1898-1904 

Source maps 

Style Colonial Revival 

Architect Or)Knmn 
Exterior Wall Fabric 5^n-Hl^<'c 

Outbuildings ^/onJL^ 

Major Alterations (with dates) porch in gab 

closed (mid-20th c.) 

Condition Good 

Moved /YD Date n^lcX^ 

Acreage 5375 sg. f t . toA^i -hCLn PrXiCti 

Setting residential/commercial s t reet , 

mostly mul t i f ami ly la te 19th-early 20th 

centurv residences 

UTM REFERENCE &(q/4^r?^( 

USGS QUADRANGLE SOlJul^bl'ldCj^C ^Ma^^ -COfl Vl 

SCALE \\Z^.0OT> 

Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccacci 
ed. S. Ceccacci  

Organization southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
mission 

Date May 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

7 0 - 7 2 Main S t r e e t i s s i g n i f i c a n t a s a n e x a m p l e o f m u l t i - f a m i l y h o u s i n g 
c o n s t r u c t e d d u r i n g t h e g r o w t h o f t h e t o w n ' s e a s t e r n s e c t i o n l a t e i n 
t h e 19 t h c e n t u r y . I t mee t s N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A a n d C 
a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l , r e t a i n i n g i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , 
w o r k m a n s h i p , d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , a n d a s s o c i a t i o n . T h e b o u n d a r i e s 
i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f c u r r e n t 
o w n e r s h i p . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conrounity. 
B u i l t of high quality materials, t h i s Colonial Revival s t y l e dwelling i s representative of one 
of several types of three family tenements which appeared i n Southbridge during the f i r s t three 
decades of the 20th—century. S i t t i n g gambrel end to the street, i t has an ample roof and broad 
roof dormers which create ample l i v i n g space on the t h i r d f l o o r . This treatment gives the 
building a p r o f i l e which i s less v e r t i c a l and more l i k e that of a single family house than of a 
three-decker. The use of fine stained g ss ornament also helps to give the house an image 
which elevates i t above the t y p i c a l working class tenement house. Both the height of the build­
ing and i t s high quality details relate i t to the house next door (form #B-212) which was b u i l t 
about the same time by the same owner. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
Throughout most of the 19th""century, t h i s section of Main Street was part of a suburban estate 
d i s t r i c t . With the growth of the town during the late-19th century, t h i s sectionwas gradually 
broken up into smaller l o t s with more houses b u i l t closer together. The v i c i n i t y of this end 
of Main Street to the ever more prosperous American Optical Company factory nearby caused the 
area to change character as the century drew to a close. 

This house and the house next door to the east ( f o m #B-212) appear to have been b u i l t by 
American Optical Company president, George W. Wells, who l i v e d j u s t west of here on Main Street. 
After Wells' death, during the second decade of the 20th century, other houses were b u i l t i n 
this same area on Walnut and Maple Streets (form //B-210) to house American Optical Company 
employees. During the early 20th century, 70-72 Main Street was apparently owned by American 
Optical. I t i s known to have served as employee housing i n about the 1930's and 1940's. 
I t seems l i k e l y that i t may have been b u i l t for that purpose o r i g i n a l l y . However, too l i t t l e 
i s known about the practices of the company regarding housing to relate the house d i r e c t l y to 
American Optical during the e a r l i e r years. In several cases houses b u i l t by persons with 
economic interests i n the company were apparently l a t e r owned by the company and used as 
employee housing (e.g., see forms #D-408 and //D-405). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ~^ 

maps, atlases 
Card f i l e of Houses Rented by American Optical to Employees, 

Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Society Collection 

8/85 



NPS Fonn 100O0* om Appmvtl No 102*001$ 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Name 
State 

Southbridge MRA 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Worcester County, MSSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

Keeper 41. High—School Streets Historic D i s t r i c t 
tliit-ered i n the 
National Begiatar Attest 

42, Hodgs|on, William, Two-Family House Adeeper 

i i A t i u W iiori l jLat At tes t 

43 House at 18 Walnut Street . , ;r -

44 House at 3 Dean Street ^-'^ ''-'^ 

45. House at 34 Benefi t Street _ 

veeper 

At tes t 

Attest 

46. House at 59—63 Crystal Street • 

\tt»tlwli«U iiat^latttC Attest 

,7. House at 64 Main Street MUOM/P«e'feeper , y j 

Attest 

48. 

Attest 

AA^ 

Ir^eepex CA/LA^-^.^..,,,.^,^)^ ^ 

/iceeper ^xyA-^^^-^-^^-^Sy^ - A 

f t eepex <i>A V ^ ^ 

Attest 

^Aeepex ^^^.^^^-^p^cw^^-^U-.,.-^^ (^/^ A^ 

House at 70-72 Main Street ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ p e r ^ ^ ^ ^ : ^ . - ^ 

49. House at 91 Coombs Street dlnterel in tne f~^eepex yA^^'-'^'^^-'^-'-^-y^ ^ ^A Air? 
Hatioaai Bagistar 

Attest 

50. /udson-Litchfield House ̂ ^f^^'j^ter l^^^^^r ^ A ^ - ^ - ^ ^ - ^ ^ y ^ ^ ^ / ^ . A , 

,,, • Attest 



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY House at 70—72 Main Street 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Southbridge MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/15/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 5/31/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/16/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 6/29/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000581 -v 

NOMINATOR: STATE . . 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT W A I V E R : N 

ACCEPT RETURN 
/ /n iJoci Entered In the 

REJECT 7 y ^atloaal Begister 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

AC COMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294 


