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UTM REFERENCE &(q/arr27(

AREA FORM NO.
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Town  Sout hbridge

Address 70-72 Main Street

Historic Name

Use:  Present multi-famly residential
Oiginal nulti-famly residential

DESCRI PTI ON

Dat e G 3-1898- 1904

Source maps

Style Colonial Revival

Architect Or)Knmn

Exterior Wall Fabric 5*n-HI"<'c

Outbuildings ~onJL?

Mgor Alterations (with dates) porch in g
closed (mid-20th c.)

Condition Good

Moved NYD Date NN cX?
Agesge 5375 5g. ft. toANi-hCLn PXiCh
Setting residential/commercial street,
mostly multifamily late 19th-early 20th

centurv residences

Recorded by E Wodford, S Ceccacci
ed. S Ceccacci

USGS QUADRANGLE SOIlJul*bl'ldCj~C "Mar -COflvigani zati on sout hbridge Historical Cm

SCALE \\z*.00T>

m ssion
Date My 1986



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

70-72 Main Street is significant as an example of multi-family housing
constructed during the growth of the town's eastern section late in

the 19th century. It meets National Register criteria A and C
at the local level, retaining integrity of setting, location,
workmanship, design, feeling, and association. The boundaries

indicated on the attached assessors map are those of current
ownership.

AHTEIUN. SGNHCGINE Describe Inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of

other burldings wthin the conrounity.

Built of high quality materials, this Colonial Revival style dwelling is representative of one
of several types of three fam |y tenenments which appeared i n Southbridge during the first three
decades of the 20th—eentury. Sitting gambrel endtothe street, i t has an anple roof and broad
roof dornmers which create anple living space onthe third floor. This treatment givest he
building aprofile which is less vertical andmore |like that of a single fam |y house than of a
three-decker. The use of fine stained g ss ornanent also helps to give the house an inmage
which elevates i t above the typical working class tenenent house. Both the height of the build-
ing anditshigh quality details relate i t t othe house next door (form #B-212) which was built
about the sane time by the sane owner.

HSTROL SGNHCANE Explain the role owers played in local o state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the community:

Throughout nmost of the 19th""century, this section of Main Street was part of a suburban estate
district, Wth the growth of the town during the late-19th century, this sectionwas gradually
broken up into smaller lots with nore houses built closer together. Thevicinity of this end

of Main Street t othe ever nore prosperous American Optical Conpany factory nearby caused the
area t ochange character as the century drew to a close.

This house andthe house next door t othe east (fom #B-212) appear to have been built by
Anmerican Optical Conpany president, George W Wells, who lived just west of here onMin Street.
After Wells' death, during the second decade of the 20th century, other houses were builti n
this same area on Wal nut andMaple Streets (form //B210) t ohouse American Optical Conpany

enpl oyees. During the early 20th century, 70-72 Main Street was apparently owned by American

Optical. It is known to have served as enpl oyee housing i n about the 1930's and 1940's.

It seens |ikely that i t may have been built for that purpose originally. However, too little
is known about the practices of the conpany regarding housing t orelate the house directlyto
American Optical during the earlier years. In several cases houses built by persons with

econonmic interestsin the conpany were apparently later owned by the conpany and used as
enpl oyee housing (e.g., seeforns #D 408 and//D 405).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES  ~~
maps, atlases

Card file of Houses Rented by Anerican Optical t oEnployees,
Sout hbridge Historical Society Collection
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EVALUATI QN RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION NOM NATI ON
PRCOPERTY House at 70—2 Main Street

NAME

MULTI PLE  Sout hbri dge MRA

NAME

STATE & GONTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester

DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 15/ 89 DATE G- PEND NG LI ST:  5/31/89
DATE G- 16TH DAY 6/ 16/ 89 DATE F 45TH DAY 6/ 29/ 89
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST

REFERENCE NLMBER 89000581 -V

NM NATAR  STATE
REASONS FOR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRGBBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N

OHR N PDL: N PER CD N PROGRRMUNAPPRO/ED N
REQUEST: N SAWPLE N SLRDRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
COMMENT WAI VER: N
[ /n iJoci Enteed In the
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 7y Natloaal Begister

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CR TER A
REVI EVER ~
DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached conments YN seeattached SLRY/' N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI CN
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource

cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
0

%g;glfication of exception
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description

U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON

sketch maps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nmay be directed to

Phone

Si gned Dat e












Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294



