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(Check One)

EGNDITION [C] Excellent X Goed ] Fair [ Deteriorated ] Ruins ] Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One) .
] Alterad Unaltered [ Moved X original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The castle gatehouse was originally built between 1899-1901 using
face brick as its exterior surface. In order to give it an authentic
look of a typical ancient castle, the brick surface was covered with
Portland cement plaster blocked off to represent stonework. In 1958
the old stucco was removed and a new coat of gray stucco was applied
to the brick surface and similarly blocked off.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

By Acts of Congress in 1850 and 1852, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
was given the responsibility for providing a water supply to Washington,
D. C. For approximately 40 years, the city was furnished untreated,

unfiltered, often muddy water, first from Little Falls Branch and then
from the Potomac River.

During the latter eighteen hundreds and early ninteen hundreds,
extensive additions and changes were made to the system. In 1905 the

fzﬁz filtered water was sent to the city from the newly completed
McMillan Filter Plant.

The Castle Gatehouse was constructed as part of these improvements.
Situtated at the mouth of the Georgetown Reservoir, water passes. through

the Castle on the way through the 4 mile long city tunnel to the McMillan
Reservoir and Treatment Plant.

This structure was constructed to resemble the insigna of the Corps
of Engineers. This insigna had been adopted as a regulation device for
the Corps of Engineers uniform from the 1839 West Point Cadet uniform

which carried a turretted castle on the cap plate, hat, coat collar, belt
plate, and buttons,

The Georgetown Castle is a well known local landmark. It is worthy
pf recognition as symbol of the Corps of Engineers responsibility held for
pver one hundred years. It is a symbol of the beginning of the actual
Ereatment of the water furnished to the city, a major factor in reducing
iseases and providing a high quality, palatible supply.




Iﬁsigna of the Corps of Engineers by Raleigh B. Buzzaird THE MILITARY

ENGINEER Magazine, January - February 1958.
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AFPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PrRoPERTY: 0,02 acres

STATE: CODE

CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

JERROLD D. McSWAIN, Outdoor Recreation Planner

DATE:

26 December 1973

BUSINESS ADDRESS:

Dept. of Army,vBaltimore District, Corps of Engineers

STREET AND NUMBER: PHONE:
P.0. Box 1715 AU - 962-2558

€ITY OR TOWN: . ) STATE P
Baltimore - Maryland 21203 32

State Liaison Offiger recommendation:

nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90

days ip which to present the nomination to the State Re-
view Bogrd and to evaluate its sxgmflcance. The recom-

I hereby certify that this property is mcluded in the

National Register.

LRusdog,.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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