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DESCRIBE THE FPRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Macomb Farm House is a brick, two-story structure with a facade
1ad}g in flemish bond with a g{%zed—header pattern. The gable ends contain diapered
brickwork, evident despite the stoccoing on the north end. The main facade, on
the west, features a belt course and a water table. The rear windows and the
basement windows feature segmental arches, whereas the facade windows have wood
lintels. Dormers have been added to the roof. A brick wing extends the house along
its main axis to the southward.

Inside, the main house is arranged according to the so-called Quaker
or Penn plan. The hall, or main room, contains the front and back exterior doors,
which are centered on the facades of the house. This room is heated by a large
fireplace in the center of the endwall; a staircase next to the fireplace originally
provided access to the second story. The south end of the main house is composed
of two rooms, which originally were parlors heated by corner fireplaces attached
to the south chimney. The front, or west parlor, remains; the rear parlor has
been converted into a stairhall and passage to the wing.

The second story is stacked room-on-room above the first.

To the south, the later wing is two stories high, but lower than the main
house. It contains bedrooms on the second floor and a kitchen on the ground floor.

The setting is rural; a four-acre lawn is surrounded by farmland.

Original panelling and doors remain in the hall and front parlor; the
rear parlor trim has been largely removed for the staircase. Flooring is generally
original, with some replacements. A few interior doors, and the exterior doors of
the main house, have been replaced. Most of the hardware is replacement, althoug}#l
a few hinges and bolts survive.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Macomb Farm is significant as a specimen of eighteenth~century
Kent County brickwork executed to a high standard of craftsmanship. The floor-
plan and interior trim, while they are anomalies, deserve attention. In its
connection with two important Delaware figures of the Revolution, Judge Irons
and Eleazer Macomb, the property has a measure of historical significance.
e

~ Judge Thomas Irons (1708-1784), bought the property now known as
the Madofb farm before 1#68. He left it to his grandson and namesake, Thomas
I. Macomb, in his will, Although the Judge Irons' farm was at least 445 acres
the house now stands on a four-acre lot, owned by non-farmers.

Irons was judge of the Kent Couty Court of Common Pleas, and the
father-in-law of Eleazer Macomb, on e of the commissioners who built the State
House in Dover. Eleazer Macomb held both military command and civil  office
during the Revolution and became State Auditor after the war; he was a banker
ship owner in Wilmington from 1792 until his death in 1798. His son, Thomas
Irons Macomb, remained on the Little Creek Hundred farm until his death. His
nisce, the wife of Robert Frame, inherited the property in 1836. During much
of the nineteenth century, the house was occupied by tenants; in 1854, it was
described as being in "tolerable repair.! This tenant-farm status may have
helped to save the building from the ravages of modernization until 1940, when
the large staircase was installed in the rear parlor.

In the hands of its present owners, the house has been modernized,
but in a manner consistent with its historic fabric.
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ORGANIZATION

DATE

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 2/13/714
STREET AND NUMBER:
Hall of Records
CODE

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

Delaware

NAL REGISTER:)

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

" evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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¢ ) .
Name ‘ : J& W Tl—‘p
Dr. Ronald M. Finch
Title Director, Division of Historical
and Cultural Affairs
Date .. /{ ?/7'/

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Offxce of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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Ke er of The National Reéx,s’ter

24?,/ 7;4‘

Date

N

33

SNOI1ONylLsSNI



438

5862 1l NE
(DOVER)

oA 1

SISVDFSIE SUPRRSEII

e e g . // /e N,
o:))(:,( i {’ - “37' R Y, — Oy

it oo o g2\ ¢

36

0

|

|

|

|

{

j

i

i

i

{
1.5 M

i

Sf

4335

DOVER (CIVIC CENTER)

I M1 TO U.S. 13

4334

ioMi.

2.

NTER)



