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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHY-SICAL APPEARANCE

The Mount Saint Scholastica Convent building, which is situated 
in the south part of Atchison on the .campus of Mount Saint Scholas 
tica College, is a fou^^tor^I^JaajpedL^structure. The north wing 
of the building is the chape^V while the rest of the building houses 
the convent facilities. The exterior walls are of red^face^bricjc 
laid in common running bond. Native lime^tcjQe__trJ.m__J..s used to 
accent, windows j^doorsy and.other j.mpor_tant_features. The building 
sits on a massive rough stone foundation, which is partially 
exposed above grade. A cut stone water table with a beveled face 
links the stone base to the brick walls.

The steep pitched gable roof is covered with shingles. Large
dominant dormer s__proj ectJfrom the^gable^ roof , giving it a rhythmic 
modulation. A^square_brick__tower _loc_ated at the intersection of

rises s ever a 1 s tor I e s rtSo:v^~TKe"'"~
The tower Basis a "steeply sloped hip roof with an ornament at the 
peak and small dormers projecting from each side of the tower 
roof . Sqrj.are^j^jj^^ ,tb e --t
at each end of the roof gables and on each side of the dormers. 

Windows on the first floor are simple rectangular openings 
with cut stone sills and shallow arched heads of brick. Windows 
on the second and third stories are coupled vertically by a recessed 
brick spandrel. Second floor windows are rectangles with stone sills 
while third floor windows have semicircular arched heads with decor 
ative brick arches coupled in horizontal pairs. This detail gives

i ,-. IMJ.V. .' c-.t i ; >.'.-h > - - .- .-.iAiJiivi. -1-   . . J
a strong verticaljaccent (to the^building facade. The fourth floor 
is contained behind the gable roof and is separated from the brick 
portion by an ornamental cornice featuring a dentil treatme.ntx. 
This same cornice design is ,usecLaround ,th,e ,rogf,_gable.s, and dormers. 
Windows for. the fourth floor are in the formers and the gable 
ends. Dormer .windows are in groups of three with semicircular 
arched heads.., , Windows in the gable end, s, are sample rectangles 
separated individually by brick pilasters.

The chapel wing is one sitpry with a gable roof. Its windows 
are slender,"vertical openings with semicircular heads. J^lyj^SSl, 
buttresses_are used around the apse of the chapel. Thesebuttresses^, 
are of brick trimmed with stone and ter^minated by minarets. A 
spire rises from the roof above the apse. .--=  »

Except for the addition to the west at the southwest corner 
and the adjacent construction of new buildings, the exterior 
appearance of Mount Saint Scholastica Convent has been altered 
very little.

The building^.-wJ^ich is in good condition, is basically Ren 
aissance in design with^ome Gothic evidences in the buttresses
and tower.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mount Saint Scholastica Convent, located on the campus 
of Mouat Saint Scholastica -College in Atchison, was completed in 
1901^at a cost of $65 ,000 . The convent had_bgen_egtablished^inr

.1863 by Rev . Mother Evangelist^'^emeter^ and six^other 
he. BenedJ£jbine^prder . The Sisters organized an eji^ien 

tary school on December 1, ^§63, and this became an: academy for 
giris in; 1866. In 1877 the Sisters acquired Price Villa at the 
soutjh end of the city for use as a convent and academy and renamed 
it St. Gecilia's. Other buildings were planned andN constructed 
on line heairif>us as, the convent and academy prospered. Planning 
for a ne\ijr ! convent building began in 1889, but construction was 
delayed linj^il 1899X^ The large b£ick_and_.sjtQne ; building., Whi.Qh 
was contpleped two years lat^r, housed' 'the" l^nveji/tjarid^a 'chapel . 
Prior -to^l t|ie const^ulitibri.'of tte'^admlnrstration: buXidl^ng^in 1924, 
Mount SaJ-ifc Scholastiea Convent was the largest and! '. the main 
buildiiigi^ii the campus. ---t- ; --- r__ ..._., -.,, _^, .-..- ...... ^

  Both:: |th:e" School 'an^^tl^^cinj.rerii: /continued, to grow.: Junior 
col]|ege i^^tses^e^^ddeli in 19^26"^^!^ pro 
gram iri 1930. The convent community had grown from ; seven i in 1863 
to irorthan 6001 liy rtheJ(mi(5pi950's. By 'the 1950 ''^

supj)l5|ijng teachers for 80 schools in Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, 
NebrasKd> Iplblorado, and California.

Beside;s its important Contributions to education in the Atchi- 
son are<i, Irthe Mount Saint Spholastica Convent building has signi 
ficant : architectural .interest. It is a fine._Kansa^' | example of 
^J^^^^S^^^ 
architectiire enhaj^d_bj^^Go](:lT.d£jbouches in the buttresses jind jtowers
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY '——— . ———— : ————— —————————

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° • » o » »
NE ° °
SE ° ' " '° - • 
SW 9 ' » ' P.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
n , ,. OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES ^^^~~T~7'

LATITUDE

Degrees. Minutes Seconds
o . . ':'-'- •

95 07 .,-, -27

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: rvi-.« +-,. ,~ _ /-1 «^._ 
L/1|C: LWCJ CtOJlco

, LONG^^UDE

Degrees M««j'tes Seconds

/ "ttl*v / _^- ^^)
: 39 l^^p^y Ht-

\5\ ^ v-
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NAME AND T.TLE: Richard Pankratz , Planner 
Charles Hall, Architectural Consultant

ORGANIZATION

Kansas State' Historical Society 1 ~ ' ' :> ' !
STREET AND NUMBER:

'120 West Tenth Street " '" '-" •'/<•--•" .*'.'> -
CITY OR TOWN:

• Tbpeka '••'••"•"•-'

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Regis.ter and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n State [3 Local Q

("\

Name ^^(\JL JY- V*Vl/?/tfc^
Nyle^/I. Miller 

Title Executive Director, Kansas
State Historical Society 

Bate December 15, 1971

STATE

Kansas 66612-'- ''

DATE

December 15, 197]

I >-.'•
CODE

•-':. .'• "^ 20

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
'•'•National Register. 1 -' v-'«' ". '-•"'

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic TPtfesetvation 

Date Y^ * 2^— '
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