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The Mount Saint Scholastica Convent building, which is situated
in the south part of Atchison on the .campus of Mount Saint Scholas-
tica College, is a four-story Urshaped structure. The north wing
of the building is the chapef"whlle the rest of the building houses
the convent facilities. The exterior walls are of red face brick
laid in common running bond. Native limestone trim is ‘used . to
accent w1ndows, doors, and other important features. The building
sits on a massive rough stone foundation, which is partially
exposed above grade. A cut stone water table with a beveled face
links the stone base to the brick walls.

The steep pitched gable. .roof is covered w1th shlngles.. Large .
dominant dormers project from the gable roof, giving it a rhythmic
modulation. Awsgggre brick tower locatedugs the intersection of .
theﬁtyo convent windgs rises several stories above the 6o Tine.
The tower hasuar steeply sloped hip roof with an ornament at the
peak and small dormers projecting from each side. of the tower
roof. Square minarets are located at the four corners.of the tower,
at each end of the roof gables and on each side of the dormers.

. Windows on the first floor are simple rectangular openings
with cut stone sills and shallow arched heads of brick. Windows
on the second and third stories are coupled vertically by a.recessed

brick spandrel. Second floor windows are rectangles with stone sills

while third floor windows. have semicircular arched'heads with decor-
ative brick arches coupled in horizontal pairs. This detail gives
a strong vertlcal accent to the bulldlng facade. The fourth floor
is contained behlnd the gable roof and is separated from the brick
portion by an ornamental cornice featuring a dentil treatment.
This same cornice design is used around ithe roof gables and dormers.
Windows for the fourth floor. are in the d@drmers and the gable
ends. Dormer windows are in groups of three with semicircular
arched heads., Windows in ‘the gable ends _are simple rectangles
separated 1nd1v1dually by brick pilasters.

The chapel wing is one story with a gable roof. Its w1ndows
are slender, vertical openings with semicircular heads. Flying

buttresses are used around. the apse of the chapel. These buttresses
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are of brlck trimmed with stone and terginiteéwhzwfinirets. A
spire rises from the roof above the apse. -

Except for the addition to the west at the southwest corner
and the adjacent construction of new bulldlngs, the exterior
appearance of Mount Saint Scholastica Convent has been altered
very little.

The- bulldlng,.whlch is in good condltlon, is basically Ren-
aissance 1n/de51gn w1thw ome Gothic evidences in the buttresses

and tower.. '
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The Mount Saint Scholastica Convent, located on the campus

of Moymt Saint Scholastica College in Atchison, was completed in
190Vat a cost.of .$65,000. The convent had.been established in.
Atchison jaf 1863 by Rev. Mother Evangelistd”Kremeter and six other
Sisters¥of the Benedictine Order. The Sisters organized an elémién-
tary school on December 1, 1863, and this became an ‘academy for
girls in: 11866. In 1877 the Sisters acquired.Price Villa at the

‘ south end of the city for. use as a convent and. academy ‘and renamed
it St Cec1lla S. . Other bulldlngs were ‘planned. and .constructed
on the campus as. the convent and academy prospered. -Planning
for a neW‘convent bulldlng began in . 1889, but constructlon was

delayed-urﬁll 18994 The latge hgiggrangmstone bulldlwg, which
was

B «-—»«.u..w._....____...._..‘,..._.« WAL LT

ed two. years later, Housed the convent ‘and a chapel.

Je constructlon of theé administration bulldlng 1n 1924,

_L_l.—._.,, ) L PR 3

, the school and - the convent contlnued to grow. . Tunlor
'urses -were. added in 1926 and a four—year college pro=
1 30. The convent. communlty had .grown from seven. in 1863
1an 600 by the mid~1950's. By the 1950's the 'convent
ing teachers for 80 schools in Kansas, Mlssourl, Iowa,

“olorado, and California.

‘ Bebides its important contributions to educatlon in the Atchi-
sonwarea,} he Mount Saint Scholastica Convent bulldlng has signi-
flcant archltectural 1nterest. It is a fine Kansay example of
a large educatlonal bulldlng executed in. Renalss&ﬁce—lnfluenced
archltecture enhanced ed by Go' s in the butt;gsses_and towers.
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