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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ash Hollow Historic District is located three miles southeast of Lewellen, Garden
County, Nebraska. Ash Hollow District measures roughly four miles in length, 1,000
feet wide between its gateway cliffs at the North Platte River up to 2,000 feet rim

to rim with an ayerage depth of about 250 feet (Mattes 1969: 281).

Ash Hollow was one of the more natable landmarks along the Oregon-California
Overland Trail. Here was located fresh water flowing from springs, a fairly constant
source of firewood (it must be remembered that this is quite remarkable for the tree-
less plains), and grasses for' grazing for pioneer livestock.

The spectacular entrance to Ash Hollow was a steep perpendicular hill referred
to as !'Windlass{Hill',,although, there: are.no contemporary-accounts te verify the’’
Windlass, system. ;Alomg the face.of the rough terrain-of Windlass:Hill: are -the deep
trpugh—l;kg remains;of . the transcontinentalimigration. ~These ruts are:somé-of the . ~
most spectacular evidence of heavy wagon traffic  along the trail's 2 000 mile length.
(Mattes 1969: 283).

Little alterations have been attempted at Ash Hollow except the dlstrlct is now
transversed by U.S. Highway 26, which follows very closely the route used by the - -
Oregon Trail. .

The terrain is extremely rough due to the depth of the draws.and canyons con-
verging on the Platte. In an area without notable landmarks, Ash Hollow with its
high white cliffs, wild flowers, fresh water springs, trees, and shrubs was surely
an oasis on the long trek across the plains.
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Ash. Bollpw Hlstorle\Dlsxr;cx lncludes some very motewmrthy(31tes of histery. '

One san safely state thet man hasioccupied the area-of Ash Hollew fer many thousands
of years.-,Perbaps. the.most:motable.issAsh.Hollow:Cave, a registered-National-Historic
Landmark investigated by the Nebraska State Historical Society in 1939. o

In 1855 General Harmey's troops attacked Little Thunder's Qgallalas and Brules
near here. This conflict has been referred to as the Battle of Ash Hollow or Blue
Water. After the Indians were defeated, a small sod fortification was constructed at
the mouth of Ash Hollow. This fortification was roughly 20 x 40 feet enclosed by a
sod wall of undetermined dimensions. It was designated "Fort Grattan'. This fortification
was used primarily as a supply depot and a place for the wounded. 'Fort Grattan also
served as a government mail station to replace the one which had been destroyed the year
before. It was apparently abandoned by the spring of 1856, and a new mail station was
built near the mouth of the canyon.

During the period of 1850-53 the area of Ash Hollow was the site of a fur trading
post. The site of this fur trading post has been excavated by an archeologist for
the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. This structure was apparently of log construction
containing a stone chimney and artifacts which can be attributed to the period 1840-1860,
which generally confirm the historic dates of 1850-53. The archeological investigation
did not reveal the size or the exact placement of structural remains, and the wtitten
history is very vague and sketchy. This site, like so many others, was partly destroyed
by relic collectors and vandals, making interpretation difficult.

Near the mouth of Ash Hollow is located the graves of numerous unknown pioneers,
a few of which are marked. Perhaps the most notable is that of Rachel Pattison, who
died June 19, 1§X5. Rachel's grave was the beginning of the Ash Hollow Cemetery.
" Ash Hollow Historic District is located on the south side of the North Platte
River three miles southeast of Lewellen, Garden County, Nebraska.

Included within the limits of this Historic District are: (1) Ash Hollow Cave
(25 GD 2), National Historic Landmark; (2) "Windlass Hill"; (3) the location of Fort
Grattan; (4) the location of an 1850's fur trading post; (5) Ash Hollow Cemetery; plus
numerous extant trail ruts directly or indirectly associated with the Oregon-California
Trail. ' :
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ‘

' Ash Hollow Historic District is bounded on the north by the North Platte R1ver, on .

the east by the section line between sections one anditwo T15N:R42W,:. the:section line '

between sections 11 and 12 T15N R42W, the section line between sections 13 and 14 T15N
R42W, the half section line between section 24. It is bounded on the ‘séuth” by the-

southern line of sections 22 23 and W section- 24, and on the west by sectlons 22, 15,

10, and 3.
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