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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
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RELIGION / religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
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LATE VICTORIAN/Gothic
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NTKTATi / co'D'Der
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Siimniary Description

Located north of Clinton's downtown business district in the Lyons section,
St. Boniface Church, erected in 1908, is a Late Victorian Gothic edifice
which measures 56 feet wide by 116 feet long and features 124 foot high twin_
towers that flank its gabled nave. The edifice rests on foundations of rusti-
cated stone with a concrete lower foundation, and the exterior walls and but-
tresses are of red pressed brick trimmed in Bedford limestone. The building
features Germanic-made stained glass windows from the famed Munich Studio of
Chicago, and a Gothic altar of wood installed by B. Ferring of the same city.
In 1929 Ambrose Voss renovated the interior with Ernest Marketin of Chicago,
going over the gold leaf work. Except for the removal ~d replacement of the
original front entry doors, this church has undergone little exterior change
over the years, and it possesses a very high level of integrity.

For dimensions, the building was 56 x 116 feet with side walls 26 fe”™ high,
with majestic and well-balanced twin steeples, each 124 feet high. The building
blocks were beautiful red brick, carefully mortared. Two main entrances led

to the spacious vestibule. Above the main entrance stands a life-sized statue
of bronze effect of St. Boniface in an alcove. From the vestibule to the main
body of the church four double acting doors open. The interior consists of a
main and two side'naves; over the vestibule is a spacious choir loft, ~e sanc-
tuary is 24 X 24 feet, with a sacristy on both sides and a winter chapel lo x
24 in the rear connecting both sacristies. Twelve pillars carry the arched
ceiling of the church. Four rows of solid wood pews provide a seating capacity
of 550 to 600 persons. The foundation is of reinforced concrete. The exterior

is of dark pressed brick, trimmed in blue Bedford stoim. The roof mam
building, as also the towers, are covered with peaali ;*Qttom slate, basement

which remains unfinished contains the steam heating, plant by which the church
and chapel are heated.

In the north tower was a baptistry, and in the south tower a small library with
restroom, as also the stairs leading to the gallery. While the old wooden con-
fessional remains in the south transePt, a o .

placed in the old north baptistry, with the room remaining "asically s™e.
On the north side of the vestibule, back of a grating is a beautiful frotto of
L_ JLrof Lourdes built in the wall. Glowing electric light.-d flowing

water once over the rocks give it a still wonderful natural

influences of the Mother ot Jesus are in the church as shown in a larp statue
cfihs is the "Sorrowful Mother" which used to be in the south trahsept,

Which is now placed over the handicapped entrance of the north transept --the

faSe™ ?ru”. Sri/jSesn = = 7thifZr rthfroh™a’ beep
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depicting these seven events of prayer (the Seven Stations) are hung between
the regular ceramic Stations of the Way of the Cross on the north and soutli walls.

The frescoing remains in the church in a simple light blending of colors, with
sketch work — and the designs and liturgical symbols in harmony with the rest
of the church. All is very pleasing and tastefully wrought by succeeding gen-
erations in the repainting jobs by chosen sKkillful artists. The foiirteen stat-
uary grouped Stations of the Cross are made of ceramic, artistically painted in
natiiral colors, resting on consoles, adorning the side walls. In the south
transept the double confessional in gothic wooden style is stationed, although
it is no longer used. By it is the old Gothic wooden pulpit from the previous
church, all hand-carved in its statues. In the north transept, where the Pieta
statue now stands, it is overhead the recently installed handicapped entrance.
The ramp leads up the northwest side of the building and was carefully instahled
so as to not bother the harmonious lines of the church, inside or outside.

The pillars of the church used to be unique with each pillar attached to four
statues of the apostles or saints, each resting on brackets. About 1958, after

a repainting job, many statues were removed over the protests of the congregation.
However, all the larger statues on the floor with accompanying relics remain in
the building. Original also and most noteworthy among the memorials are the
beautifva art glass windows. They are made of imported colored glass and re-
present religious scenes from the: life of Christ- and His saints after some of

the greatest painters, and they remind one of the grand windows in European
cathedrals. The windows were furnished by the Munich Studio, Chicago.

The only item in the church which has effectively been moved to another location,

thus affecting over all the impression of balance, is the old gold-plated sancr.
tuary lamp, which once hung down from the ceiling by a long line. It cost $200

back then, a gift of the school children, who also gave another $300 to the church
for other items. The lamp has since been relegated to the side of the sanctuary
front wall. Fortunately, it is still usable, at least as a decoration. Unlike
many modernized Catholic Churches, St. Boniface still has its original communion
railing in place, with its marble top. The two center doors are 'not used, being
stored in the basement. Notably, with the Tridentine Mass being said again in
the church, the communion railing is being used again, which assures its future
placement. The old confessional will also be in use as well soon by the priest.

The only significant alteration to this old church is that the two sets of Qdthic
wooden doors have been replaced with glass doors. The overhead panel has also
been replaced with glass. The south side entrance door to the winter chapel

has also been replaced with a glass door.
f

The formal dedication of St. Boniface Church took place on November 27, 1908
— and frankly, when one steps into that church today, it is like walking into
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the past — especially in seeing the totally preserved great high altar which
remains iintouched in the sanctuary. That was installed on September 18, 1910,
and is caxved in wood, in typical high German Gothic fashion. The total height
of the altar is 3+ feet, the width is 16 feet. It is an original in detail,
unlike other high altars around Dubuque’s German churches and in the present
diocese. It is light in tint, finished and ornamented in dull and burnished
gold ornamentation (which has never been painted over to this day). It has a
revolving exposition tabernacle above the regTilar tabernacle. In the alcove
above the tabernacle is a statue of the Sacred Heart (of Jesus) pleading, with
the statues of Sts. Peter and Paul on either side. Above the apostles are two
angels with triompets, while high over all is the statue of the churches patron,
St. Boniface (who converted the old pagan Germans of long ago). On either side
of the altar are large adoring angels with candelabra (as two such larger angels
with candelabra also flank the communion railing). There is also an angel on
either side of the tabernacle. Below the statues of the apostles are receptacles
for the relics, which were once provided with curtains to hide them, from view
when the rubrics required no relics to be exposed on the altar. The mensa, or
altar table, is ten feet in length. Below in the front of the altar is a full
relief of "The Last Supper”, by Da Vinci. On either side appear-the Sacrifice
of Abraham” and "Melchisedeck”. In addition, there, are 75 frosted incandesent
lights (since replaced by new roxind bulbs) that give a rich and beautiful effect
to the high altar' (since Father Tritz was fascinated by electricity). The altar
is the workmanship of B. Ferring, Chicago, who has over the years exhibited great
skill in the art of altar building. He personally conducted the installing,™ The
electric wires of the altar, as also the entire church, back then were laid in
conduit, as a safeguard against fire from, defective wires. | believe all wiring

has since been modernized for further safety. »

In contrast, to the old high altar there was placed after the Vatican Il regu-
lations required it, a new wood (and boring) altar in the center of the sanctuary.
Fortunately,-this item does not detract from the artistry of what the original
builder intended St. Boniface Church to be: a Temple of God.

Over the years very few modifications have taken place inside or’outside St.
Boniface Church. Apart from the unfortiuiate front glass doors (which can be

replaced in time for wooden doors), the church looks, much as it did when built.
The problem, however, which St. Boniface faces is the same as that of St. Irenaeus

up the hill: lack of maintenance.
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1 B removed from its original location.
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1 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

0 Fa commemorative property.
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Sunmiary Significance

St. Boniface Church is locally significant under National Register Criterion

had become more prevalent in Roman Catholic Church design, the use of the Gothic

may have reflected a pencant for the style on the part of the ]
German parishioners, who may have wanted a design more in keeping with ~at they

were familiar with in the homeland and were tiring of the Romanesque Revival
sanctuary they had purchased from the Presbyterians forty-seven years earlier.
The basic design and plan was sketched out by the pastor. Reverend Joseph M.
Tritz, and the final drawings, plans, and specifications were prepared by the

B%?g gl‘l—rlcpegclgi)}%%vﬁreDg%jsoll_J%aMoq‘rtglc. Hﬁ%hcig | a\(/EleerP,] aﬁdwngﬂgas?t—ﬁollsgacred

Heart Churches in Dubuque, with other churches and schools ~ 1915,
Farmersburg. Descfibed as a Swiss German, he went home to die in Germany in lyi”™.

With the founding of St. Irenaeus Church a few blocks to the northeast of St.
Boniface Church, in a mother-daughter relationship, the building of the

structures with their history have, been intertwined.. In
of the "lIrish" Church in Lyons under n tL_fSre

Jean, the German Catholics of the town with those of other ) )
united at St. Irenaeus Church. However, when the plans were bieng laid for a
iL™Mon; GoSic structure up the hill on Buell's Addition,

ciated thex wanted their own new church, too — as they wanted services
JMguage a™d their own customs respected. Although thé -pastor “as h™Nf Ge™M

(T Aet Jean's mother was Austrian), he could not*hold onto the

In StsMnba”h's addition, “rick churL »aa proponed for
riati »o”e,ber I86I. It was decided to ao.uire the™pr™

Sree lot™ JSIS Naf““L colLe'cr™”d under the palonage

of St. Boniface, the Apostle of the Germans.

L 1T . craeatj +Vifh old brick church became two small. Also,
As the °~nilding was wS”ed by a new pastor and some parishioners
a more appropriate building was w”t  ,L_ture to worship in. The Archbishop
which fit the German image of a Gothic new plans. The

of Dubugue MINTTitiz Narartist in his own right, designed and
S:tc?:fS; SAdS!"" Th;se Plan® were then carefully worked out and elaborated
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hv the noted dhurch-ardhitect, Martin Heer of Dubuque. On the 15th of Nov-

that era of the second Gothic revival was a German jewel in the tradition of
excellent church buildings in the Archdiocese of Dubuque. The foundation was
remaining totally solid to this day, with everything balanced into proportions.,
which rivalled any buildings built in the west area of Dubuque and on out to
Dyersville's St. Francis Xavier Bascilia (which Martin Heer also builtSt.
Boniface was accordingly called a "Cinderella” church — a wedding caie_ --

a delight especially to school children who loved the many statues of saints
adorning the interior pillars. Most hotable inside the physical structure was
the perfect acoustics (which remain to this day).

On March 19, 1908 at 3:30 p.m., the pastor tunned the official shovelful of

earth in the excavation,, and the work was begun and steadily +
pletion, which was on the site of the. old parochial school,, south e
brick church. Sand and gravel replaced the- sawdust, piles

ishioners haulin(]:; materials from a pit opened in the rear th~"LAgre-
Over 1500 wagon loads were hauled by these people, mostly f~ers of the congr

nation thus giving proof of the intense interest taken in the work.

?y Jun™ 5, 1908, the feast day of St. Boniface, it I1Zz—
nerstone, accompanied by a long ceremony. On October 191908, th
ArchMshop ret~ed”™to the c™plete™~oh™™ ““LSrufd

Sel’ SSo'po™LI"'n E flat; the eeeohd. 1500 pcun”. in

A recenTHS( sy; r ™M rd -riL“er?Mie*rth-nich.

fp\t=";eillpeh: the Statiohs™of~the”~Ctee.ene,pah™""™

the organ. Most nota vy 13 N statues of the Four Evangelists. As
carved wooden pulpit, which is a ~ transfer- "Completed now stands
the CLINTON ADTOTIS® stated f-m that

the imposing stnioture at ““e cor® heautlful and
ISiL.u:; ::““ers intins-ClIntoh, a chuneh that may veil he compared to any

in the state----- "

faxon“a ™ = == 0. For the second non-eontrihuting gliding tM is a concrete

raifrenfer' rpSSdSJihtS°SrALS?cToddirrs-
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Verbal BoTindary Description

Unplatted Portion North of German Catholic Church. Commencing at
northwest corner of 25 Avenue North and Pershing through north 528
feet to south line of 26 Avenue, Exempt* —528 feet east, 266 1/2 to

ggig% (7)f beginning being A part of southeast. Southeast section

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the subject church, rectory, and school.
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Sanborn map of St. Boniface Church, "unplatted" block, updated 1962.
Source: Engineer's Office, City Hall, Clinton Coxmty.
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CLG Name City of Clinton Date of Public Meeting ~/3/
Property Name and Address St. Boniface Church. 2500 North Pershing Boulevard. Clinton. lowa.

1. For Historic Preservation Commission:

["Recommendation of Nationaj Register eiigibiiity
ation o atlorfa| Be Ister . ",

[1 Recommendatipn of Natilal Register ineiigibiiity

Signature u m LJ f " Date R

Reason(s) for recommendation:

St. Boniface church is Nationai Register eligible because it meets the criterion set
forth by the United States Department of Interiors Nationai Parks Service. The
church is of late Victorian Gothic design and is an excellent example of its German

2. For Chief ocal Officiai:

[c] Recommendation of Nationai Register eiigibiiity
[ ] Recommendation of National Register ineiigibiiity

P S
Signatun Date
/7 /
Reason(s) for recommendation

The Catholic Heritage Association has requested that St. Boniface Church in
Clinton, lowa be placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

A public hearing was held February 3, 1997 in the City Hall Council Chambers
in regard to this request. Twenty-six people, including one priest, were in
attendance. All members of the Historic Preservation Commission were in
attendance and voted favorably. 1 would recommend this building be considered

to be placed on the National Register. .
3. Professional Evaluation Name NI N n

[t"Recommen n of National Regist*rengibility
[j Reco apon of NatiRnal Register ineligibility

Signature

Reason(s) for recommendation:
r

RETURN TO:
KERRY C MCGRATH, STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA, NEW HISTORICAL BUILDING,
600 EAST LOCUST, DES MOIINES |A 50319-0290
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Diocese of Davenport m | 1997

January 20, 1997

Patricia Ohlerking

State Historical Society of lowa

600 E. Locust

Des Moines, IA 50319-0290

Dear Patricia:

I received your letter with the agenda for the First Quarterly Meeting of the State
National Register Nominations Review Committee to be held February 14, 1997.
St. Boniface Church, Clinton, Clinton County, is scheduled at 11 ;45 a.m.

As a representative of the owner of the building, | repeat my opposition to the nomination
of St. Boniface Church, Clinton, lowa, to be put on the national register.

With this letter, | want to make my opposition clear.
Thanking you for your kindness, | remain

Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ,.

(Most Rev.) Wm. E. Franklin
Bishop of Davenport

STATE OF IOWA
COUNTY OF SCOTT

Notary Pilblic

BISHOP'S OFFICE « 2706 N. GAINES STREET « DAVENPORT, IOWA 52804-1998 e« PHONE: (319) 324-1911 (319) 324-5842
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Diocese of Davenport

January 20, 1997

Patricia Ohlerking

State Historical Society of lowa

600 E. Locust

Des Moines, IA 50319-0290

Dear Patricia:

I received your letter with the agenda for the First Quarterly Meeting ofthe State
National Register Nominations Review Committee to be held February 14, 1997.
St. Boniface Church, Clinton, Clinton County, is scheduled at 11:45 a.m.

As a representative of the owner of the building, I repeat my opposition to the nomination
of St. Boniface Church, Clinton, lowa, to be put on the public register.

With this letter, | want to make my opposition clear.
Thanking you for your kindness, | remain

Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ,

(Most Rev.) Wm. E. Franklin
Bishop of Davenport
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Catholic Historical Center

At St. Boniface

December 22, 2011

Elizabeth Foster Hill, Manager
Tax Incentive and National Register Programs
600 E. Locust Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

Dear Ms. Hill,

The Catholic Historical Center at St. Boniface (incorporated 2009) now has title to
the St. Boniface Church property (see enclosures). The Catholic Historical Center is
incorporated and has a board of nine members. The Board has voted unanimously,
in the affirmative, to remove the previous owner's Objection to an application for
placing St. Boniface Church, Clinton, lowa on the National Register of Historic
Places. We would like you to go forward in a positive manner on this initiative.

We appreciate your efforts and that of Mary Ellen Eckelberg in preparing the
application. We are enclosing with this letter a copy of our incorporation papers
and the transfer of property document.

The Catholic Historical Center at St. Boniface is now independent of the Diocese of
Davenport and Prince of Peace Catholic Church and wishes to have this church
building, built in 1908, placed on the National Register of Historic Buildings.

Yours truly,

i i JUUA STRIKE
Gary Herrity, Chal.rman . * (TOY Commission Number 717187
Thomas Koester, Vice-chairma My Commission Expires

Mary Ellen Krogmann, Treasurer
Charles Horner, Board Member

Lucy Schoel, Board Member

Steve Bell, Board Member

Father Ken Kuntz, Board Member
Sister Mary Ann Phalen, Board Member
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o . . - + REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
A Division of the iowa Department of Cuitural Affairs NA | NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

January 12, 2012

Carol Shull, Chief
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
1201 Eye Street, N.W.- 8* Floor

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed is a notarized letter notifying our office that St. Boniface Church located in Clinton
County, lowa is under new ownership. The new owners would like to remove the previous owner

objection of the National Register listing for the church. The new owners and the SHPO look
forward to the listing of the church.

ierry Be”ett o _ _
Interim Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

600East LOCUST Street, Des Moines, IA 50319-0290 P: (515)281-5111



