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Code: Ga-026 Congressional District: Third

Name: First Presbyterian Church A Current Owner: First Presbyterian Church
Address: 213 Whittington

Hot Springs, Arkansas Address: 213 Whittington
County: Garland Hot Springs, Arkansas 71901

Architectural Information

Architectural Firm: Charles Thompson

Date of Construction: 1907 Stylistic Influence: Gothic Revival

Original Use: Church Present Use: Church

Geographical Information

UTM Reference: 15 494560/3819190 Acreage: Less than one

Verbal Boundary Description: Hot Springs Reservation
Block 132, Lot 1

Condition

X Excellent Deteriorated X Unaltered
Good Ruins Altered
Fair Unexposed
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Code: GA-026 (213 Whittington, Hot Springs, AR)

Physical Description

This large church rises directly from the sidewalk and occupies its entire
narrow lot which is defined by two diagonally intersecting streets in
downtown Hot Springs. The facade of this dignified limestone structure

is glimpsed across a small triangular park formed by the intersecting
streets. The Gothic Revival church, designed by Charles Thompson around
1907, features little ornamentation, its rich appearance being derived

from one of the architect's most inspired uses of masonry. Blocks of
rock-faced limestone are laid in alternating wide and narrow courses;

the round arch windows and entrance feature prominent voussiors. Projecting
from a gable end auditorium block, the traditional tri-partite facade
features a central triangular cross gable flanked by two projecting towers
of unequal height with castellated parapets. Each tower corner is framed
by two setback buttresses with smooth stone copings. Framing the double
leaf paneled oak door is a round arch opening with smooth stone coping
forming a triangular pediment above the voussoirs and keystone. A

large, round-arch, stained-glass window is the focal point of the central
section. Stained glass fills the tympanum of the entrance portal. Round
arch, stained glass windows flank the door and appear in the towers as well.
A huge stained glass window setinto a rourdarch opening is the focal point
of both side elevations.

Statement of Significance

Charles Thompson's design for the First Presbyterian Church in Hot Springs
reflects the Gothic Revival influence he so often used in church designs.
Built in 1907 this church features an unusual and very effective use of
masonry in its rock faced limestone construction. Blocks of the limestone
are laid in alternating wide and narrow courses. The entrance features
prominent voussoirs and a round arch opening with smooth stone coping. The
facade is marked by a large, round arched, stained glass window in the
central section of the building. The First Presbyterian Church in Hot
Springs is an important part of the interesting streetscape in the resort
town which is noted for its eclectic collection of buildings.
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