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« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 35 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
I"meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

0" nationally B'statewide B'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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Stevens Linen Works Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

< private _building(s)
_X. public-local j<_ district
public-State _ site
public-Federal _structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
Industrv/Processing/Extraction:Manufacturing facility
(textile factory)

Transportation: Road-related (vehicular bridge)

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
Romanesgue Revival, Classical Revival, No style

Other: Stone-Arch Bridge. Stone Dam

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
8 2 _building
sites
. structures
objects
13 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

None

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Vacant/Not in use

Commerce/TradeiSpecialtv Store (pet qroomingq&
boarding):Business (offices)

Transportation: Road-related (vehicular bridge)
IndustP//Processing/Extraction:WatenA/orks (reservoir,

dams

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone - granite. Brick

walls Stone - granite, Brick, Concrete Block/Panel

roof tar & gravel, asphalt shingle, built-up

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Please see continuation sheet
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7. DESCRIPTION
Oveview: Sevens Linen WorksHigtoric Didrict

Sevans Linen Works Higtoric Didtrict in Dudley, Massechusdts is the Ste of thefirst, and ladt, factory in the
United Sates to gpin flax and weave linen cloth by machine Thefocda point of the Didtrict isthe large, granite
mill built during the Civil War by the pioneer American linen manufacturer, Hanry Hae Sevens The miill
complex hed severd namesduring the 150+ yearsit oparated es a textile factory, but it was known es Slevans
Linen Woarksfor the longest time, ca 1865-1939, and the didtrict tekes its name from this period of its history.

The Didrict islocated on the eest 9de of Dudley, a the border of Webder, Massachusdtts It is roughly bounded
(going dlockwise) by the French River on the eadt; Ardiock Rlace, Curfew Lane, and the southem share of Low
Pond on the south; Merino Pond Dan  on the west; and the northern shore of Low  Pond and the northern gde of
the Slevans Linen Mill dte on the north. (Sase the sketch mep and verba boundary description.)
Topographicdly, the Didtrict rises eadt to west: from the French River on the eedt, to Merino Pond Dan on the
wegt, 0 wae flows by gravity from the ponds to the mills in the Didtrict and then on to theriver. The man
landscgpe fedturein the Didtrict isLow  Pond, a manmede pond thet sarved as areservoir for the mill. Merino
Pond is outsde the district.

The Didtrict hes 15 resources al of which were part of Sevans Linen Mill's operations The resources indude
ten industrial and torage buildings and five sructures, 13 of which are contributing. (See the data heet.) The
two noncontributing buildings—(sse mgp) M7A  Infill and the Weaveshed—were built in the late 20¢ century.
They are destribed bdow, but are scheduled to be damadlished as part of the adaptive reuse of the mill complex.

The resources are roughly dugtered in two arees Mogt are located neer Stevens Linen Mill: Eagt Mill. M7A
Infill, Engine House Storehouse No. 5. the Weaveshed, and Carding & Hackling Mill. To the west, on the west
gdeof Mill Stredt, isanother group: the Dye House ad Bleschery. Slorehouse No. 2. thetwo dams (Low Pod
Dan and Merino Dam), and Low Pond. Running betwean thesetwo aressisthe Raceway, which pesses under
the Mill S. Bridge. A third location is south of SevensLinen Mill & West Main Stredt, Ste of Sorehouse No.
4. (S the sketch map.)

In generd, dteraions to the complex are minima. Parhgps the mog notable losses have been the former Merino
Mill and itswhedhouse, the bridges thet connected the Merino Mill to the Main Mill and the Carding &

Hackling Mill to the Main Mill, and atal chimney, demolished after the mill switched from geam to dectricity
asasource of power adtooil for hegt in the 1960s Other changes described more fully below, indude
replacement of many of the windows and dterations to the roofiines of the Main Mill and Eagt Wing, ad floors
adoed to the Eadt Ell.

The centerpiece of the didrict isthe large, Civil War-era Slevans Linen Mill. With its granite wdls and pair of
tall towerswith Romenesque Revivd details, the mill looks lesslike afactory than amedievd fortress. All of
the origind sections of thismill survive, dthough there have bean additions and modifications to the building,
detalled beow.

(continued)
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The setting of the mill istypical of textile mills inthe southern Massachusetts/'eastern Connecticut/Rhode Island
triangle, where mill villages dotted the region's small rivers with their accordingly small waterpowers.
Waterpower for Stevens Linen Mill was supplied by a series of ponds on land owned by H. H. Stevens, located
west and northwest of the mill. This land continues to be sparsely developed today. Development in the
neighborhood is concentrated eest of the mill, on the Webgter side of the French River; and to the northeast and
south. West Main Street, on the southem border of the District, isacommercial street, as it was inthe 19*
century, and it contains modern commercial usestoday (e.g., agss station infront of Stevens Linen Mill). The
area between West Main Street and StevensLinen Mill, outside the District, was largely residentia inthe 19*
century and remains s0. Some of the extant residential property was once owned by Stevens Linen Worksand
may have served as housing for mill workers.

Apart from the commercial buildings on West Main Street, there has been little modem encroachment
immediately around the District. With Merinoand Low ponds on the west sde of the mill, and theriver
bordering the site on the eest, Stevens Linen Mill continues to have arelatively rural setting: a"machine inthe
garden” ambiance. The setting of the mill today retains the feel of the District'speriod of significance.

Descriptions of the District's Resources

In 1858, Henry Hale Stevens began a decade-long expansion of his manufacturing plant. Before he began,
Stevenswas using severd old mills on his property, including the Merino Mill, awoolen mill built around 1812
(demolished inthe 1990s). The five structures inthe StevensLinen Works Historic District, aong with anew
whedhouse (demolished) were the first to be built duringthis period of expanson (1859-1862) and were
designed to increase waterpower for the MerinoMill, which Stevens continued to use But more importantly, the
five structures provided the waterpower for the new mill he erected inthe 1860s, Stevens Linen Mill. None of
the buildings and structures from the period before 1859 survive inthe District.

Buildings
Stevens Linen Mill

StevensLinen Mill isaformer linen textile factory comprised of connected buildings, extensons, and additions.
(See Appendix A data sheet and Appendix B for a plan showing the building's sections).

The parts of Stevens Linen Mill that date from 1862-1865, when the factory was erected, form a U-shaped plan,
composed of the large Main Mill and wings extending perpendicularly from its ends. Rising a thejuncture of
the wings and the Main Mill are the most striking featuresof the design: two identical towers, each seven stories
abovetheir basements, with pyramidal roofs (Photos 1, 2; ss2 Appendix C for historic images and plans).
Completing the original group of buildings are two floors (the first floor and basement) of the present Eagt Ell,
which served as the mill's wheel and engine house. All of the 1862-1865 parts have granite walls, made of sone
quarried neer the site.' They share these architectura festures: gonewalls, quoins & the corners, arched window

(continued)

' The gtoneis usudly cadJed granite, but gneiss, ametamorphic sone that resembles granite, is dso found in Dudley. Itiscdled
granite in thisnomination.
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openings with gone sills, sonejambs and lintelsa the doorways, and stone cornices. At the foundation level,
the gones forming the wall are somewhat smaller and lessfinished than those inthe upper part of the walls, and
their color is amore uniform gray than the multicolored blocks inthe upper walls. The arches over the window
openings are adistinctive shape: very shallow, with long skewbacks (Photo 3).

The Main Mill (M 2) [This and subsequent references are mgp numbers. See the District Data Sheet.] messures
70 feet wide and 208 feet long, with five floors (four stories on a high basement), and aflat root: It has plain
walls on itsfour Sdeswith no projections gpart from a shaft attached to its north wall. This shaft, with a date-
gone"1863" on itswest sde, risesthe full height of the mill and istopped with a nearly flat roof (Photo 16,
north wall, shaft on the right sde of the picture). In 1905, the mill's original pitched roof was removed and
replaced with the present flat roof; this roof is supported on sted trussesthat gpan from wall to wall acrossthe
narrow width of the building (Photo 5). The roof is covered with tar and gavel. Most of the windowsare modern
replacements or blocked up. Some old windowsremain on the west side; they are triple-hung, 8/8, wood sash.
Inside, the building has an open plan, with two rows of columns running longitudinally down the length of the
mill (eight feet on center), except on the top floor, which has no posts (Photos 4, 5).

The West Wing (M 4) istwo stories with a basement and attic. Itsroof, covered with asphdt shingles, retains
the original pitched profile. All but one of the original dormers have been removed; this change happened after
1905, athough exactly when is unknown (Photos 6, 2). Old windowson the west and south facadesremain and
are 6/6 inwood sash. The doorway on the west Sde of this wing has served as the mill's public entry, near what
had been the mill's officearea The door opening is formed of tooled stones, and covered with awooden canopy
that isold but not original to the building. Over the canopy isasmaller window with a segmenta-arch top
(Photo 6). There are no supporting posts inthis wing. Because the first floor contained offices, it is partitioned
into rooms and is the only part of the mill with historic interior finish. The wall surfacesare plastered and scored
to suggest stone blocks. The windows have decorative wooden tops, in the form of archeswith keystones (Photo
13). A doorway through a partition has a decorative frame made of a semicircular arch with a keystone and door
jambs ending in capitals that serve as imposts for the arch. A chimney is located within the walls on the south
end of the building. The finishes of the second floor have been removed.

The Eagt Wing (M 6) isthree stories and a basement. Itisalittle longer than the West Wing, and the stonework
on itsend wall islessfinished than that of the rest of the mill. It originally had the same profile as the West
Wing, but around 1905, athird floor was added. The walls of this new level are brick, and the roof is ashallow
pitch, held up by timber trusses and covered with tar and gravel (Photo 1, right side). Two buildings, the
Weaveshed on the west (M 10) and M7A Infill on the east, cover itslong sides up to the top floor. Thus only the
top floor hes windows, which are triple-hung, 888 inwood sash. A door on the south wall a thislevel gives
accessto an outside fire escgpe. There is aloading door on the west wall that has been closed of f The interior
frameof the first three levels conssts of a row of wood podts carrying transverse girders; the top floor is
unobstructed.

The Eadt Ell (M 5) today isthe same height as the Main Mill after floorswere added in 1900 and 1922; the roof
is flat and has abuilt-up covering. The original wallsare sone a ground level, and later stories are brick but
were built around the stone pesk of the original gable; this can be seen on the eest Sde of the building. The
window

(continued)
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openings of the new floors have segmenta-arch tops with double or triplerowlock brick arches and brick sills
(Photo 7). Inside, there are two rows of wood posts, spaced eight feet gpart on center, running longitudinally on
al floors except the top floor, where two rows of metal pogs carry longitudinal girders supporting transverse
roof girders (Photo 8). A metal fire escape a the southeest corner serves four floors of the building; the windows
in this corner were cut down to give accessto the fire escgpes. Most of the window openings have been blocked
or have replacement sash. The two floors added in 1900 were designed by the engineering firm of CharlesT.
Main.

Henry H. Stevens spent a fortune on the granite mill, and he produced abuilding that isextraordinarily
impressive visually and with respect to workmanship. The beauty of the architecture lies not in styled
decoration, but rather inits proportions and aesthetic reserve. The walls of Stevens LinenMill, athough plain
and flat, form an important architectural feature of the building. They are made of blocks of varying sizes, but
al blocks are squared and laid partially in courses.2 Within this field are subtle courses of smaller, flat Sones
that run between the ends of the window arches and sills. In addition, the blocks (above the foundation) are
multi-colored, in shades of gray and brown. All the openings in, and edges of, the buildings are articulated with
contrasting color and patterns of stonework: lighter-colored, or more uniformly gray, ssone was used for the
quoins, window arches, window sills, jambs and lintels of the doorways, and the cornices (Photos 3, 6). The
varying dzes of stone, laid in broken ranges, with their varying colors, creete a mosaic effect. Another
distinctive architectural feature of the mill isthe toolingon the sonesthat form the sills, jambs, lintels, and
cornice blocks; these are all tooled with prominent rows of grooves. This treatment creetestexture and visual
interest in these monolithic blocks, whichwould otherwise be plain dabs of granite (Photos 9, 3). Asfar as can
be learned, no other example of this particular pattern of tooling is known in New England. Such tooling was
not uncommon in Great Britain, where it was called "droved, broached, and striped."”

The two towers, decorated in Romanesgue Revival style, are the only styled parts of the mill. This revival style
is manifested on each tower in the bull's-eye and round-arch openings, narrow, round-arch topped windows,
low, pyramidal roofs; and stone comices and band courses. At the top of each tower, below a projecting band
course that circles them, are round windows on four sides, formed by voussoirs with projecting keystones a the
top and bottom. On all four sides below the round windows, are large openings with round-arch tops formed by
voussoirs with projecting keystones and imposts, below the impogts, quoins define the sdes of the opening and
projecting flat sills finish the bottom. Flanking the round windows, and lined up intiers below, are small,
narrow windows with round-arch tops. The tiers correspond with the floor levels inthe tower. On the Mill Street
sde of the West Tower is adate Sone "1864" over alarge sone block with the word "STEVENS" (Photos 10,
11,6). The towers have a number of featuresthat suggest their architectural models were the Norman-style
buildings of Great Britain (Britain's version of Romanesque) rather than continental Romanesque buildings:
eg. the walls are solid with few, small openings, ornamentation is simple; and the roofs lack projecting eaves
and brackets.

(continued)

2 The first parts of the mU to be built - the end wall of the East Wing and the lower floor of the Eadt Ell - havewalls made of
rubble, not squared, Sones.

‘Joseph Gwilt, Bnoydgpeedia of Architecture (London: Longmans, Brown, Green, and Longman, 1842), 519. In Boston, large debs
of granite used for ddewaks sometimes were scored with pardld lines to make them less dippery for pedestrians. However, no
one | have contacted can cite a building inwhich this finish was used in the superstructure. In fact, some of the dlis of Stevenss
1859 whedhouse (demolished) were tooled in this fashion, athough the tooling on the lintels (which can be sssnin anold
photo) was amore common bush hammer finish.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Cmunuat'm Sﬁed Stevens Linen WorksHistoric District

Dudley (Worcester) MA
Section number 7 Page 5

Romanesque-style decoration was popular for mill towers, many New England mills had towers with arched
windows. The eat tower originally held the mill bell, which rang out curfew. In 1905, a water tank for the
mill's fire protection sysem was placed inthis other tower, and the bell was moved to the west tower.

The mill's interior structural system was thoroughly American: a characteristically New England form that came
to be known as slow-burning construction. Features of slow-burning construction found in StevensLinen Mill
include masonry bearing walls, timber posts and girders, and thick plank floors (made without joists). However,
the mill was built before the slow-burning sysem was codified, which happened inthe late 1870s."It therefore
wes aforerunner, an example of afirst-classmill foritstime. Some features of its original construction, such as
the iron wall anchorsand original pitched roof would later be rejected by the fire insurance companies that
insured textile factories, on fire safety grounds (Photo 6, iron wall anchor ends are the line of round objects
between the windows). The owners of Stevens Linen Mill updated their mill to meet the standards of safe
congtruction as these evolved. Some standards were aimed a making the factories better workplaces. One
feature of StevensMill, which became part of the standards, was angling the walls a window openings (at the
ddes and top) to increase the natural light inthe mill (Photo 14). The interior finish was also designed to protect
the mill from fire. Thus, there are no hollow goacesinside. Plaster, whitewash, or paint is applied directly on the
interior face of the walls.' The ceilings of the rooms are finished with boards placed directly under and against
the plank floors (Photo 12).

There isno record of who designed the mill, or what tradesmen or builder constructed it. But based on evidence
of H. H. Stevenss involvement, it isvery likely that he was the designer.

Major additions and alterations

At the end of the 19* century, pitched and double roofs of factories cameto be considered fire hazards. In 1905,
StevensLinen Works removed the pitched roof on its Main Mill and installed the current flat one (Photo 2). A
major addition was the long, one- and two-story warehouse extending from the end of the Eagt Wing, which was
built in phases: in 1878, 1891, and finally inthe early 20* century. These Eagt Wing extensons have sone
foundations, brick walls, and shallow-pitched roofs covered with tar and gravel (Photo 15). There are openings
in the wallsfor loading doors on the eest and west Sdes and vents inthe south end. Two smaler additions to the
Main Mill are an eevator shaft near the Eagt Tower and afour-story brick passage connecting the Eat Ell and
Eagt Wing (after 1914, exact dates unknown).

With respect to the grounds around Stevens Linen Mill, the areas south and north of the building are paved for
vehicle access and parking. To the east, beyond the Eagt Mill and Storehouse No. 5 to the boundary of the
District, the ground has been moved around and is essentialy apile of rocks. This areawas prepared in the early
20* century as the right of way of the Grand Trunk Railway (never built). Mill Street borders the west Sde of
the mill (Photos 1 [south], 23 [north], 17, 18 [eadt], 2 [west]). There gppearsto be nothing historic inthe land
surrounding the mill gpart from the Raceway that runs pagt the mill to the French River.

(continued)

Slow-burning construction was the name given to a system of mill construction that the mutual fire insurance underwriters that
wrote policies on factories considered most safe and functional. A n early presentation of the features of this system wasin
Charles J. H. Woodbury, TljeFire Protection ofMills (NY: John Wiley & Sons, 1882).

" In some cases, the walls under the windows have been finished with wood boards. It is unknown when this finish was putin.
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Currently the building is partly occupied. Thefirst floor, including itswings and Eadt Ell, is occupied by a flea-
market. The upperfloorsare vecant. Future plans call for converting Stevens Linen Mill and adjoining
Sructures to rentd housing. The redeveopment project is aupposed to indude 164 rentd gpartments, a fitness
oater and swimming pool, and 234 parking goeces

2. Eag Mill

A newv mill building, the Ead Mill (M7), dandseedt of the East Wing of StevensLinen Mill. Built 1927-28, it is
arectangular gructure, two dories with abasament, and hes aconarete foundation, brick pier-and-pand walls,
ad aflat roof The piers e in arches under the eaves which corbd out, cresting acomice effect. The window
openings are rectangular, with brick lintels and concrete slls. Mogt of the window openings on the south and
north walls retain their ged saeh and glazing. The openings onthe eedt wall are rectangular exogt for the top
level, which hes ardhed openings al these openings are blocked in. On the west Sde, modt of the wall is
covered by M7A Infill and, being indde now, the walls have bean opaned batween the piers (Photos 17, 18, 21).
Chales T. Main, Inc. designed the Eagt Mill and it wes built by J. W. Bishop Co, of Boson and Worceta ™ A
bridge connedts it to the Eag Ell. Thismill is scheduled to become rentd gpartments, but in the neer term, the
owner plansto ue thefirst levd for asdf-gorage facility and the ssoond levd for antique shows and auctions

3. M7A Infill (noncontributing)

M7A Infill isoneof two modem additionsto the mill. Built 1983-84, itislocated between the Peg Mill (M 7)
and the Eag Wing. Itistwo gories with abrick end wall and anearly flat roof (Photos 21, 17). The owner plans
to uee thisbuilding for antique shows and auctions in the neer future, but when the property is converted to
housing, this section will be demolished.

4. EngineHous= (M 8)

North of the Main Mill isabrick extenson, the Engine House (1892), which bridges the Raceway (S5 (Phato
16). Itisone gory with grouped, arched window openings (two groups of three, then agroup of two) betwean
projecting piers, and hes a shdlow-pitched roof. 1t onoe housad a 9eam engine and connected agroup of power-
related buildings (demolished) to the Eadt Ell. Remnants of the demoalished buildings cen be sean onits north
wall. Today it contains aheating plant for the mill. 1twill continue to sarve as the hedting plant until the mill is
converted to housing, & which point plans cdl for it to become apublic room containing an higtorica exhibit
about the mill and alibrary/lounge.

5. StorehouseNo. 5(M 9)
Sorehouse No. 5. agmdll warehouss, dandseedt of the Eadt Ell and is connected to the Eadt Ell by a bridge.

(continued)

Orra Stone, Higory of Massadhueetts Indudtries vo\. |1 (Boston-Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1930), 1906; "J. W. Bishop
Company Awarded Contract for StevensMill Addition," Weea Evening Times 4 (Sept. 6, 1927). Charles T. Main incorporated in
1926, and before then, the company was known as Charles T. Main. For information about Charles T. Main, s section 8.

' Date of gtructure, WebgterTimed (April 15, 1892).
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[The terms warehouse and storehouse are synonyms, the traditional term for the warehouses in the District was
sorehouse, and the two words are used interchangesbly here] It isone story with an attic and basament, and it
has a gtone foundation, brick walls, and a shallow-pitched roof The window openings have arched tops, and
mogt of the openings are blocked in. The north fafade has been painted a dark blue, but the south and west Sdes
are unpainted brick (Photos 19, 20). There are no podsinsde; agtairway to the attic runs along the eest wall.
The date of the extant bridge is unknown. The storehouses originally would have been used to stockpile flax.
The building is currently unoccupied. Future plans call for converting it to housing.

6. Weaveshed (M 10) (noncontributing)

The mogt recent addition to the complex isthe Weaveshed (1998-99), an infill building that covers the courtyard
between the Eagt and West wings of Stevens Linen Mill. It isone story, with a stone veneer, concrete block,
pand and glass envelope, and aflat roof (Photos 22, 1). Thisbuilding replaced another modern addition - a
small, one-gtory plus basement building that had been attached to the courtyard side of the West Wing. The
Weaveshed is currently being used for aflea-market. When the mill is rehabilitated and converted to housing,
this building will be demolished.

7. Sevens Linen Carding & HacklingMill (M 1)

In 1913, Stevens Linen Works added alarge, brick mill, the Carding & Hackling Mill (MI), north of the Main
Mill, bordering Mill Street. It is one story with a high basement on arectangular footprint of 70 by 290 feet, and
hes brick pier-and-pand walls (Photos 24, 25). Because the site dopes down from west to eadt, the building is
one gory on Mill Street (west side) and two Sories on the eest side. It has a shallow pitched roof Clerestory
windows once ran down the center of the roof, but these have been removed. Inside, the building has two rows
of posts. Thismill ran on electricity, rather than water or geam power. Charles T. Main wes the designer, and it
wes built by Fiske-Carter Construction Co. of Worcester, Massachusetts” 1t was built for processing flax
(hackling, or drawing prepared flax through combs to remove short fibers called tow) and tow (the short-fiber
wadte from hackling, which is carded) for spinning.

Although essentially plain, the architecture of the Carding & Hackling Mill draws on Classical Revival motifs
that were popular a the time of its construction. The brick isalight, buff color, intended to suggest stone, which
isoftenfound on Classical Revival-styled buildings. The rectangular bearing piers that line its long walls are
accentuated by the recessed panels with windows between them. The piers culminate in projecting corbels,
goanned with segmentd  arches. This simple but attractive design creates the effect of an arcade surmounted with
aplainfriezeunder projecting eaves. The arches over the window openings are triple rowlock and the sills are
sone. The openings are filled with modern replacement windows or are blocked in (Photo 26).

Attached to, but projecting from, the south end of the Carding & Hackling Mill is an architecturally interesting
gtructure; anarrow, three-story rectangular stair tower that contained an elevator and stairway. The tower shares
the hints of classicism found on the Carding & Hackling Mill, but also suggeststhe form of the Main Mill in

(continued)

« mi*gerTimes 54 (Sept. 18, 1913).
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miniature. It achieves this through a recessed pand inits middle, which setsoff the ends as vertical dements
capped with pyramidal roofs- echoing the Main Mill's towers. Other classical dements on the stair tower are a
frieze-like band projecting over rows of corbel brick surrounding itstop, the more formal flat arches over some
of the windowsinthe tower; and the projecting cornice. Some windowshave segmenta arch tops. On the south
wall isalarge opening from which abridge once led to the fourth level of the Main Mill; the bridge has been
demolished. There is an entrance to the tower from Mill Street. Over the entrance is arecessed pand with two
windows, one above the other, and a date stone ("1913") between them (Photo 27).

The exterior of the building is well-preserved and little changed from itsoriginal form, except for the
replacement and blocked windows, and the removal of the clerestory windowson the roof It is connected to the
Main Mill a ground level by acovered bridge. The date of the bridge is unknown, but it wes built after 1914.

Mill Street runs along its length on the west, and adriveway and parking lot surround it on the eest and north.
On the south isthe Raceway (S 5) between thismill and the Main Mill. The building has been converted to
officeuse and is occupied by asocial service agency that serves elderly and disabled people. There are no
known plans to change this use

8 Stevens Linen Mill Dye House and Bleachery) (B 3)

The Dye House and Bleachery is acollection of atached buildings standing approximately 1,000 feet west of
Stevens Linen Mill a Merino Pond Dam (S 4). Construction on the building began in 1867 and continued into
the 20* century. The buildings are completely utilitarian with no styled features, although there are touches of
the workmanship that characterize the Main Mill.

The principal sections of the original Dye House and Bleachery complex survive. The main part is along, one-
story, rectangular stone mill, measuring about 175 by 35 feet. It rises to a shallow-pitched roof It isan open
room with high walls, lighted with windowsin rectangular openings. The piers between the windows support
roof trusses (Photos 28, 29, 30). The pogs and lintels of the doorways and the window sills are made of
monolithic stone blocks tooled with lines like those found inthe original sections of StevensLinen Mill.
Extending from the south end of the mill, and divided from it by an interior wall, isa one-story boiler house
with apitched roof A third original piece isasmall ell, the former soda ash house, which projects from the
south end of the west wall of the mill. Itisaso one story, and today it has abrick fafade (Photo 31). Because
the dte dopes downwardto the eest, the floor of the ell isa adifferent level than the floor of the mill. All of
these parts were built in 1867 and form the core of the Dye House and Bleachery.

The boiler house was extended on both its eest and west Sdes: to the east in 1895 and to the west in 1910. The
eed extension is one story with stone and brick walls, rectangular window openings, and a shallow-pitched roof
with the gable a the eest end. The west end of the boiler house has brick and concrete block wallsand a
shallow-pitched roof with the gable on the west end (Photos 28, 31). Today, the original boiler room and its
extensons form asingle open room, with boilersstill in place. These boilers probably date from the 1960s,
when the older vertical tube boilers were taken out. Part of the roof over the eest end extension has been
destroyed, but the roofson the center and west end are in place. The doorway on the south wall is framed with
tooled, monolithic granite

(continued)
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blocks. Outside, on the west faQade, a covered concrete ramp runs along the west sde and the adjacent small ell
(Photo 31). Standing outside the eest extension, & its southeest corner, isthe stone foundation of what had been
alarge, round cistern (Photo 33, | eft).

The remaining additions to this mill date from the tum of the 20* century. Next to the small ell, projecting from
the west side, isthe former boiling building, with a sone ground story and timber clerestory, covered with a
shallow-pitched roof (1900) (Photo 32). The last section of the complex is an ell attached to the middle of the
eed d9de of the building. Thiscondgts of a one-story, brick building with a pitched roof (1898) and amodem
addition - a one story metal-clad shed on a concrete foundation (Photo 33). The interior of the Dye House and
Bleachery weas dtered considerably around 1922-23, when a conveyor to transfer cloth between the Main Mill
and bleachery was installed. Whether the exterior was changed during this renovation is unknown.

None of the wooden ells and outbuildings that surrounded the complex a times over the years survive. Thetall
chimney that stood adjacent to the boiler house was probably demolished when the plant converted to
electricity. When the cistern was demolished is unknown.

The setting of the buildings, on the banks of Merino and Low ponds, & Merino Pond Dam, is picturesque. The
grounds around the site are wooded, probably more s0 than they were when the factory was in operation. The
Town of Dudley owns the property and usesthe metal shed for storage, but the buildings are mainly vacant,
unsecured, and unprotected. Parts of the roofs have collapsed, exposing the building to the westher.

9. Stevens Linen Mill Storehouse No. 2 (B 2)

Built intwo phases (1890, 1901), Storehouse No. 2 isarectangular brick building with itslong dimension
roughly paralleling Mill Street, but st back from the street. It isone story with a shallow-pitched roof The
building has styled features (Photo 34). The openings inthe wallswere designed for loading. On the west Side,
the saven original openings remain; they have arched tops and gonessills, and meta shutter-type doors (Photo
35). The eedt facade, facing Mill Street, has been more altered. The original arched openings are brickedin, and
four new, rectangular openings have been created. There is arectangular 1oading door on the south wall. Also on
thiswall isasmall, modern, concrete block stmcture. On the north Side is a new projecting entryway (2008)
(Photo 40). Originally the warehouse had four compartments, each measuring 50 by 52 feet, separated by
interior partitions. Whether these interior wallsremain is unknown. The building has been adgpted for use by a
dog grooming and boarding business.

10. Stevens Linen Mill Storehouse No. 4 (B 1)

Located on West Main Street & the French River, Storehouse No. 4 isarectangular building, 52 by 200 feet. It
rises one story above a basement to aflat roof The front, along the street, is faced with stone, but the walls are
otherwise brick. Partition wallsdivide the interior, forming compartments, and the openings in the street falade
correspond with these sections. These openings have been filled with glass doorways or windows to creete a
storefront. The building hes no styled features, but the stonework on the faQade was laid in acharacteristic loca
pattern: courses of large blocks atemate with narrower bands of darker-colored stone, creating a striped effect
(Photos 36, 37).
(continued)
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The building wes erected in 1904, asindicated by adate done a the top west corner of the facade It wes an
extendgon to anather building, now demolished. The earlier building westwo gories with an attic and somewhet
narrower then Storehouse No. 4. It hed afactory roof ad wes called Mill No. 3 on some plans it may have bean
anold gristmill." When the 1904 warehouse want up, the upper pat of the old building wes removed ad its
done used to meke the faBede of the extendon. Theold building hed sriped donewalls, and the new oneweas
built to harmonize with it. George F. Hal was the mason onthe 1904 building.™ It d0 gopears that the
warehouse wes extendad to the eedt, parhgpswhen the old warehouse wes demolished.

Mot recently Storehouse No. 4 weas used asamill outlet sore Now it is unoccupied. Future plans for the
property ae unknown.

Structures
11 Mill Stret Bridgeat Stevens Mill (S 1)

The 1859 Mill Street Bridge is agone and concrete, ssgmentd-arch bridge with an opening on its updream
(west) 9de measring roughly 145 feet wide and 5 feet high." It carries Mill Strest over atailrace that onoe
flowed from an 1859 whedhouse (demolished). Now, the Racaway flowing from Low Pond pesses under this
bridge. The west 9de of the bridge isorigina, with an arch formed of vousoir-dhgped dones Thewall
surrounding the arch is mede of random-sized goneslaid without mortar. Along the roedway onthisdde is a
done and conarete railing mede of gones that are uniformly smdler then those of the wall surrounding the arch.
Henry H. Stevanshuilt this bridge and arailing. Whether the presant railing datesfrom the 1860s or hes bemn
rebuilt isunknown (Photo 38). The eedt Sde of the bridge isnot visble asit isunder the Carding & Hackling
Mill. The gructure continues to function esa bridge.

12 Stevens Linen Mill Low Pond (S 2)

Cregted in 1859, Low Pond isthe lagt inaseariesof reservoirs that Sored water for powering Stevenssmiills. 1t
isagndl (ebout 1,000 feet long), artificial pond formed by damming Powdar Horn Brook andfloodingthe
adjaoent land.” It darts & the dam a Merino Pond and ends on the eedt @t Low Pond Dam. Like the other
artificial ponds (such as the larger Merino Pond), it looks naturd, with tree-filled earth banks The dhgpe of Low
Pond hes changad over time, according to the neads of the mill (Photo 39). A report for the U.S. Army Corps of
Enginears cdculated the drainege areafor Low Pond to be 3675 ares (5.74 square miles), about 10 percant of
which iscovered with ponds. It isahebitat for turtles.

It is shown, for example, onthe"Atlas of Worcester County, Mass™" NY: F. W Beas & Co., 1870. An 1831 plan of Dudley by
Zephaniah Keach shows agristmill approximately at its dte. ("Map of the Town of Dudley, Mass," Z. Keach, 1831)
""" Stevens MiU Storehouse Contract Awarded,” WebdaTimes (Aug. 25, 1904).
" Dimengions of opening: New England Division, Corps of Engineers, Dept. of the Army, Fhese | Ingoedion Regpart, National Dam
Ingpedion Program, Lawer Merino Pond Dam, Waltham, Mass, Oct. 1978, 13. The Town of Dudley paid Stevens for building the Mill
Street bridge on Nov. 17, 1859 (Dudley, Massachusetts Town orders 1816-1878, copied and indexed by Marilyn Labbe, KiUingly
Historical Society, Danielson, Conn.).

An 1857 map of Dudley shows Powder Horn Brook flowing from Merino Pond, with two pools aong its course to the
French River, but noLow Pond. (Henry Francis Walling, "Map of Worcester County,” Boston: William E. Baker & Co., 1857.)
" New England Division, Corps of Engineers, Dept. of the Army, Rrese | Ingoadion [Uport, National Dam  Ingpedion Program, haiver
Meino Pord Dam, 5. In thereport, thepond is cadled "Lower Merino Pond."
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13 Sevens Linen Mill Dam at Lov Pond (S 3)

Low Pond Dam isapproximatdy 328 feet long. Madeof dry-laid, randomrazed gones it isfilled behind with
eath and hes a conarete spillway. Itisbuilt up to amaximum riseof 21 feet & the spillway, which islocated a
the eest end of Low Pond.™ The spillway isa aright angle to direction of flow of the weter. At onetime, weter
was channded from the pond through pipes to the 1859 whedhouse of the old Merino Mill. Today the weter
flows over the soillway into the Raceway. The arest of the dam isdear of vegetation and fenced. The fence and
the fact that the land downdream of the dam is private property, meke it difficult to gat dose to the Sructure
(Photos 40, 41). It continues to function asa dam.

14. Sevens Linen Mill Dam at Merino Pond (S 4)

Merino Pond Dam (ca 1859) is an earth-fill dam retained by a done wall, about 285 feet long and 195 feet high
a itsmaximum. Thedam islocated & the west end of Merino Pond. Thewadlsof the dam &t its center are
vertical, dry-laid gonewith arectangular concrete spillway neer the middle. There are meta supports in the
soillway forflashboards. The Sdesof the dam around the arest have bean covered with concrete and dones, ad
the spillway is goanned by afootbridge (Photo 42). The south Sde end of the spillway saction ebutsthe wdl of
the Dye House and Bleachery, and a one time, water was channded from the pond through a pipeto power this
mill. Patsof the dam have been modified over time (i.e., the aret, spillway, and updreeam gonewall.)" Access
to the dam isredricted. It continues to function as adam and the Town of Dudley hesinvested in maintaining it.

15 Raceway (S 5)

The Racaway, built in 1859-62, isthe outlet from Low  Pond™ (Photo 41). 1t runs somewhat north from the dam,
then curves sharply and continues eest under Mill Strest Bridge and pedt the north 9de of SevensLinen Mill
(Main Mill). It turns south a the Eagt Ell and continues southeedt in a pipe to apoint outdde the Didtrict, where
it flowsin atrench to the French River. ltswate once drove waterwheds a the old Merino Mill and Seves
Linen Mill. Thisweas once Powder Horn Brook, but the current chennd of the Recaway is manmede |1t
cortinues to function asaspillway for the dam, dthough it hes silted up.

Archasological Description

While no andient Native American Stesae located in the didtrict, Stes may be present. One andant Ste is
located in the genard area(within one mile) south of the didtrict in uplands within 1,000 feet of the eedt bank of
the French River. Environmentd charecteridtics of the digtrict represant locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage,

(continued)

New England Division, Corps of Engineers, Dept. of the Army, Phese| Ingpection Report, National Dam  Ingpection Program, Loafer
Merino Pond Dam, 2. Inthereport, the damis called Lower Merino Pond Dam.
'5New England Division, Corps of Engineers, Dept. of the Army, Phese | Ingpection Report, National Dam  Ingpection Program, Merino
Pond Dam, Waltham, Mass., Sept. 1979, 1-2, 3-1, 6-1.

Source of 1862 date, "Enterprise ontheWest Side," IVender Times5 (March 28, 1863).
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proximity to wetlands) thet are favorable for the presanceof Native Stes. Well-drained, level to moderatdy
doping upland dream terraces are located inthe didtrict. In the westemn half of the district, both north and south
of Low Pond, donesae presant on the surface, and ledge outarops are common. While gony land surfaces mey
reducethe overdl endient Ste sengtivity for this area of the digtrict, the presance of ledge outcrops could signify
the presence of rock shdter type dtesor quarry locations  In the eesteam half of the didtrict, in thearea
surrounding the main mill, soils are partidly characterized by an urben land complex where filling or grading

for buildings, parking lots, and other urban structures hes dtered soil arees The entire digtrict is locaied within
1000 feet of wetlands including Merino Pond, Low Pond, and Powder Horn Brook; a dream that wes converted
into araceway for the main mill from Low Pond to the French River. Given the aove information, the potentid
for locating significant ancient Native American resourcesin the digtrict islow to moderate While andent
resources may survive in the district in aressbordering Low Pond and in isolated aress around miill buildings,
mog potentid andent Native American dtesin the vicinity of the mills heVe bean destroyed.

A high potentid exigtsfor locating historic archaeological resourcesinthe district. Structura evidence mey
aurvive from the Old Merino Mill (1812), occupied by Stevansin 1846 and demaolished in the 1990s The
Merino Mill, which actudly included three mills and assodated buildings, wes located aoross the drest from
Stevens new mill built & Village and Mill Siregts. Structurd evidence may dso survive from waterpower-
rdated sructures and canas assodated with the Merino Mill, including awhedhouse (1859) separate fromthe
Merino Mill. Archaeologicd evidence of an earlier dam assodaed with the Marino Mill mey a0 exis.

While some buildings assodated with the newv Stevas Mill Complex have been demalished and others dtered
& the complex evolved, most of the mgor buildings and sructures built in 1862 or later are intact. The Sevans
Mill Complex isunusud for its physcal integrity. Structurd evidence may survive from the whedhouss, tall
chimney, wooden dlls, and outbuildings assodated with the new StevensMill complex. Condruction features
ad dructurd evidence of the StevensLinen Mill Dam and rdated water power dructures may aso survive. No
pre-1859 buildings or Sructures are known to exigt in the district. Archaeologica evidence of occupationd -
rdaed festures (trash pits, privies, wells), epedidly indudtrid trash aress assodated with the new mill, may
a0 survive.

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Stevens Linen Worksin Dudley, MA, isthe nation's sole remaining example of a linen manufacturing plant. 1t was the
first and the lagt factory inthe United Statesto spin flax and weave linen cloth by machine. A unique survivor, itis
historically significant for its association with New England's and the nation's textile industry, and particularly for its
manufacture of linen. As opposad to cotton and wool, the manufacturing of linen was ararity inthe nation. Stevens
Linen Works is also significant for its exceptional longevity within the textile industry. Stevens Linen was foundedin
1846 and continued as Stevens Linen Works, and then as Stevens Linen Associates, on this site in Dudley until 1993,
and the plant continued to be used for textile manufacturing until 2003. Henry H. Stevens was to American linen
manufacturing what Samud Slater was to cotton and Arthur Schofield was to wool. All three men were the first inthe
nation to successfully manufacture products from a particular fiber using water-powered machines.

Stevens Linen Works is architecturally significant as an exceptionally well-preserved textilemill complex dating from
the mid 19* century. Together, the stone factory buildings and the structures supplying the waterpower are an excellent
example of afirst class, water-powered, New England textile mill. Well built and displaying a high quality of
workmanship, the Stevens Mill buildings range from examples of the Romanesque and Classica Revival styles to
representative examples of mill construction. In addifion, the Main Mill is afine example of slow-burning
construction—an early fire prevention effort that was distinctive to American textile mills.

While some buildings have been demolished and others dltered as the complex evolved, the structures as well as mogt
of the buildings(al the major ones) dating from 1862 on are intact (see section 7). The Stevens Linen Works Historic
District retains integrity of location, design, setfing, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and fulfills
National Regigter criteriaA and C a the local, gate, and national levels. The period of significance begins in 1859, the
date of the oldest resources, and endsin 1960, the sandard 50-year cut-off for National Register eligibility.

Historical Context

The textile industry was the most important manufacturing sector inthe United States in the 19* century. In Great
Britain, it was the substitution of power-driven machinery for hand labor intextile manufacturingthat inaugurated the
Industrial Revolution. America's industrialization likewise began with textile manufacturing a the turn of the 19*
century. And a the end of that century, although mechanization had spread to al manufacturing sectors, thetextile
industry was still the dominant one. It was larger even than the iron and sed industry with respect to capital invested
and annua value of output, when its subsidiary branches (e.g., clothing production) are included.” In short, itwas a
key sector inthe U.S. economy and remained 0 into the early 20* century.

Within this vital sector, one branch that never got afoothold was linen manufacture. Linen and woolen cloth were the
principal fabrics made in Americain colonial times, when cloth was produced in households mainly for persona use

(continued)

" S N.D. North, "American Textile Mills," Chauncey Depew, ed., 1795-1895; One Hundred Years of American Garmmacevol. 2 (NY: D. ().
Haynes & Co., 1895), 475.
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rather than for market. The days of homespun gradudly came to an end, however, as factory-made cotton yarn and
cloth became available. Even though factory-made cloth could replace linen for many purposes, Americans continued
to purchase imported linen. Linen hes advantages over cotton: it is less susceptibleto rot, so was ussd for saildloth and
towds it isdurdier, 0 workswell for upholgery fabric; and it hes anaiurd gloss s mekes beautiful tabledoths
Thus adamand in the U.S. for linen perssted, but British and European manufacturers supplied it.

Before Henry H. Stevans began manufacturing linen in Dudey in 1846, no American hed maneged to bregk into this
market. Stevanswes the first entrepreneur in the U.S. to successfully produce linen cloth usng mechinery. But his
dangle mill met only afraction of the demand. The opportunity to get apiece of this market encouraged other
entreprenaursto try their hand a linen manufacture. In the second half of the 19% century, many large and amdl linen
mills darted on the Eagt Coadt and in the Midwes, the laiter, near where flax weas grown a the time. Some tried to
weave usng imported yam rather than spinning their own. None suocoseded for long. At the doseof the century, there
were afew mills that mede cloth partly with linen threed, and afew more that medelinen threed exdusivdy (eg. for
the dhoeindudry). Sevens Linen Works remaned the only manufacturer in the U.S. to mekedl-linen cloth garting
from flax.

The grest gumbling block to suooess was obtaining the rav materid: the flax. Americans grew this plant for the sesd,
not for thefibers.To produce fine fibers, the plants hed to be the right kind, raised in the right environment, and
cultivated with greet care But the red chdlenge carein extracting the commercd fiber ("harl™) from the bark ad
woody canter of the salks Traditionaly, this was accomplished by rotting the plants ("retting”), avery tricky
business It took great skill and knowledge to decompose but not ruin the crop. After retting, the plants were broken
("scutching™) to remove the woody heart, and then bundled and sold to soinners. Thiswork was skilled, but & the
sare time unplessant (smdly, dirty). Americans goparently did it in colonid times as ahousehold handicraft, ad
Henry H. Stevensmey have ussd some American-grown flax early in his career. During the Civil War, when cotton
disgppeared, farmers grew a gregter quantity of flaxthen in the previous decade The U.S. Congressput atariff on
imported flax a the time, to encourage the linen industry. The tariff remained in effect and wes increesd in later years
Sevans tried to encourage Worceser County farmers to grow flax in the 1860s as his new mill was nearing
complefion. But his effort had no long-term reaults, and in the U.S,, production dropped off sharply in the 1870s™
American farmers never grew flax for linen on acommerdd bads Thus the flax used in American mills hed to be
imported, and the cogt of trangporting this rawv materid put American linen manufacturers & acompetitive
disadvantage with thaose in Europe (Belgium, France, Irdand, and Russia) where good flax wes grown. Vaious
inventions from time to time promised to promote linen manufacture by getting around the difficulties, but the
revolufion never materiaized.

Linen mills did gart up, but did not last long. Writing about the 1890 proposas for tariff revisons, an editor in The

Nation conduded, "In goite of the tariff, no linen cloth, with the exception of a amdl amount of coarse toweling, is

medein this country, and no flax fit for goinning into linen is grown here Five or Six large mills and as many amdl

ones engaged in meking threed and twine, represent our linen industry.... This meegre [Sc] showing is not due to any

lack of enterprise on the part of our manufacturers, but the higtarian of the linen industry can point to someforty or
(continued)

18 "Hax Culture," Waaa Soy 93 (April 27, 1864); F. W. Taussg, The Tariff Higory ofthe United Stetes 5* edition (NY: G. P. Putnam's
Sons, 1901), 366; Wiliam R. Cutter and William F. Adams, Ganedlagicd and Parsond Memoirsv. 2 (NY': Lewis Historical Publishing Co.,
1910), 1020, writes that Stevens used American grown flax.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(889

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Cmunua“m S‘led Stevens Linen Works Historic District

Dudley (Worcester) MA
Section number 8 Page 3

fifty mills that have sunk severa millions of dollars inthe vain attempt to make a profit inthe manufacture of linen.
The American Linen Company of Fall River, the Willimantic Linen Company, the Sorague Linen Company, not to
mention others, are monuments of failure, and largely from the difficulty of getting their raw material."" The
exception he noted, the manufacturer of the "coarsetoweling,” was Stevens Linen Works. Inthe early 20* century,
American dry-goods importers protested the high tariffson European linen fabrics, arguing that the attempt to foster a
domestic linen industry wes futile. As one protester wrote in aletter to the Ways and Means Committee in Congress
during tariff hearings in 1908, "excepting an article of coarse grade of unbleached crash made by a Mr. Stevens of
New England, and some half-cotton linen towels, there are not any linens manufactured in the United States." Hewent
on to list the kinds of products that were imported and not made inthe U.S., and it isworth quotinginfull to appreciate
the variety: "not any table damask, ...; not any linen damask napkins; not any shirting linen; not any pillow-caselinen
or linen sheeting; not any towelings, such as 'diaper’ or 'huckaback;' not any medium and better qualities of linen
towels; not any linen 'Holland," dowlas, or linen drills; not any linen furniture covering; not any linen cambric in its
many varieties, nor any other kinds of linen fabricsthat consumers need, outside of the two exceptions mentioned, not
any of these are made inthe United States.His explanation for this lack was, as usud, the difficulty of obtaining
flax; he went S0 far as to assart it was impossibleto grow suitable flax inthe United States, not simply that it was not a
paying proposition for farmers, compared to alternatives. Y et in this difficult and competitive environment, which
involved importing European flax and competing with linen manufacturers in countries that grew flax and had large
linen industries, Stevens Linen Works persevered. It remained in busnessthrough the 20* century.

All thisisto show that the manufacturing complex that mekes up Stevens Linen Works Historic District is exceptional
and a unique survivor. It isthe sole remaining example of a firm from the linen industry. As such, the resourcesinthe
District providean illuminating perspective on the nation's textile industry: acontrast to the more familiar story of
triumphal, corporate cotton manufacturing.

Second, the business was exceptionally long-lived. For atextile manufacturing firm, regardliess of the fiber worked, its
longevity was remarkable. Stevenss company and its descendents operated continuously from 1846 to about 2003,

and always, until the latter decades of the 20* century, making linen.:' How was this achieved, especially considering
the obstacles? That question remains to be answered. But a notable feature of the mill was the personad and familial
commitment of its owners and the employees to the company. From 1846 to 1993, Stevens Linen had few owners.
Henry H. Stevens operated it until 1877, when he retired and his brother Moses T. Stevenstook over. Next, Moses

0N Nathaniel Stevens became president, and the mill stayed inthe family until 1939. At that point, the Crawford
family, members of which had worked inthe mill snce 1863, and others bought the mill; H. Wadsworth Crawford

managed it,
(continued)

""" The Proposed Duty on Flax," The Nation 50 (April 17, 1890): 308-09.
20 Adolph Simon, Baltimore, MD, asks a decrease of duties on linen fabrics, Nov. 17, 1908, Tariff Hearings Befare the Gammitiee an Ways
and Meas of the House of Reresanttives (Washington: GPO, 1908), 4859

Stevenss linen manufacture in Dudley began in 1846. The company reorganized as Stevens Linen Works and continued under this
name until 1939, when it was sold to agroup that included employees and renamed Stevens Linen Associates, which was in busness
until 1993. So the period the company was operated by Stevens, his family, or former Stevens Linen Works employess, was 147 years
The mill continued to operate for about ten more years Textile production began on the stein 1812, inamiU no longer standing. So
textiles were made a this Ste for about 190 years. The extant Sone mill, the centerpiece ofthe District, was in use from 1865-2003 or
138 years
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and his son Hugh took over until 1993, Meanwhile, successve gengrations of familiesworked in the mill.
Undoubtedly the parsond atention of the owners and the skills of the workforcethat devdoped in the neighborhood,
hdped kegp the mill in budness

Third, the complex isunusud inits physicd integrity. Some higtoric buildings have been logt, but enough of the
origina complex ramains to alow avistor to comprehand itshigorica use Finally, the mill isan example of a
digtinctive American congtruction sysem found in textilemills: dow-burning construction. Sow-burning congtruction
was acollection of traditiona congtruction methods and sefeguards combined in such away &s to mekeabuilding
morefire-resi stivethan ane of ordinary congruction would be The sygem was codified in the laie 1870s by officias
of the Assodated Fectory Mutud Fre Insurance companies (AFM) of New England, which hed bean etablished to
insure textile mills. Thus, the mill actudly predetesthe codification of the dow-burning sygem. Over time Slevans
Linen Mill wes updated to be compliant with evolvingfire-saf ety sanderds and contains the key features of adow-
burning mill. These includejoistlessfl oors,with thick plank laid directly on the beams thet run transversdy ecross a
building (Photo 12); the aosanoeof a celling under the beams pladter directly on the Sonewallsrather then on wood
lath; and darsin endosed towers In 1905, the mill's pitched roof wes changed to aflat roof (athough doping enough
to drain water), a8 afire safety meeaure that diminated ahezardous attic. Sprinklers, to extinguishfires,were another
feature the AFM  compenies came to require, and Sevans Linen Works ingtaled automatic sprinklers in the Main Mill
by 1833 By 1914, mod of the complex was gorinklered, including the Main Mill and Ez Ell, the towers, Eagt ad
Wes Wings, the Eagt Wing Extendons, Storehouse No. 4, Storehouse No. 5, and the Engine House Thus, the mill was
amodd indudtrid building inits day, one that initsorigina congruction anticipated the festures of dow-burning
congruction. Sevensbuilt this way voluntarily, in order to meke his factory sefe and efficient.

But the mill was more than asubdantia plant for producing textiles: it is dso asuperb work of architecture. High
aeghetic values are evidant inits overdl form and the architectura trestment of structurd features (Photos 1, 10).
Contemporaries judged it to be one of the finest mills in New England. At a Dudley town medting in 1865, Rev. Hary
Prat of Dudley "mede very complimentary and truthful aluson to the mgedtic edifice now nearly completed a Mr.
Sevans village [Stevens Linen Mill]."M A fire inaurance survey from 1877 commented that this mill wes "of very
Uperior condruction and in negt condition."*

Higory ofthe StlevensLinen WorksHigoric Digrict

The higory of linen manufacturing in Slevens Linen Works Higtoric Didtrict can be divided into four main periods In
thefirst period, 1846-1867, Henry H. Stevens bagen manufacturing &t the Site, and in the 1860s built Sevas Linen
Mill and sructuresfor waterpower. The next period, 1867-1939, coversthe yearsthe firm, then known as Slevas
Linen Works, operated in the mill. In the third period, 1939-1993, the mill was owned by the Crawford family and
cdled Sevas Linen Assodates. In 1993, the mill was sold to new owners, who opearated it as atexfilemill until 2003,
when textile manufecturing came to an end in the Didtrict.

(continued)
2 Wdider Times 24 (Aug. 11, 1893).

2 "Action of Dudley and Webgter Upon the Bridge Question.” Webder Times 31 (Oct. 7, 1865).
2 Barlow Insurance Survey, No. 5017 (Nov. 1877).
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H. H. Stevensslinen manufacturing company in Dudley, Massachusets 1846- 1867

Hery Hae Sevens(1818-1901) wes born into a North Andover textile manufacturing family and becameinvolved in
the textile indudtry as ayoung man. Hisfather Nathanid Stevens (1786-1865) was an early woolen manufecturer and
ore of the first in the United Siatesto producefiannel s,which, upto that time, hed bean imported. Nathanid redized
that Americans consumedflannel s,but no domedtic manufacturer produced them, <0 he ventured into thisline ad
ucoassdad. After aperiod of working with others, Henry went into busnesson his own and, like hisfather, he
atempted to meke something Americans consumed but imported: linen. Linen isan andent textile and was widdy
medein American homesin the 18¢ century. Mechanization of its manufecture proved difficult and lagged behind
cotton and wool; but in the early 19 century, Europeen and British manufacturers sucossdad in cregting mechines to
handle various geasin the process and linen factories gorouted up there: Americans increesingly subdituted factory-
mede cotton cloth, which New England mills turned out in ever-growing quantities, for traditional linen shirtings and
shetings, or they purchassd imported linen goods 1n 1845, before beginning his comperny, Stevenswent to Great
Britain and Irdand to dudy the Brifish linen mills and mechinery.

Sevasintended to aregte a busness that would meke linen cloth from gart to finish, yet the difficulties of doing this
were daunting. He hed to import textile equipment becauise no American manufacturer mede mechines for processing
and spinning flax, and weaving linen cloth. In addition to machinery, he dso hed to import skilled workers. The
proocessof bleaching linenin this period, like growing and retting flax, was skilled and complex, while & the same
time tedious and unplessant. Slevans brought Patrick McQuaid, amen expaienced in linen bleaching, to hismill in
1846 from Dundes, Scotland - acenter of linen manufacture” Stevens even hed to import the flax Snce American
farmersdid not produce enough of a quaity auiteble for making fine yam. Stevensordered machingy ad recruited
skilled workers from Irdand and Scotland, ad in 1846, darted to manufacture linen in North Andover.

Soon he leamed that amill in Dudley, origindly built for the Merino Wool Factory Company, wes for sdle This 1812
mill wes thefirst textile mill in Dudley and one of the earliex woolen factories in the nation (now demalished). The
factory ren into difficulties and was sold & auction in 1818. The Dudley Woollen Manufacturing Compery took over,
but it too dosed after afew years Stevens bought the property in 1846. In addition to the mills (there were perhgps
two others, in addition to the old Merino Mill) and assodated buildings, it induded asysem of resarvoirs (cdled
ponds) ad rightsto fiood land to dore water* The mill pond neerest to the old Merino mill wes caled Merino Pond.
That same year, Sevans moved his linen machines into the former woolen mills.

Sevanshuilt up aworkforce, garting with one employee in January 1846 and ending the year with forty. By
Septembear 1846, the mill hed for sdle the first goods mede in Dudley: burlgp and bailing twine. A yeer later, the mill
hed 46 employess and it ended 1848 with 63 employess Meanwhile, the mill expanded itslineof products In 1847, it
produced carpet yarn, bagging, digper, drilling, and cragh; the latter, aproduct that became amanday of the mill.

(continued)

25'A Grand Surprise" WebsterTimes 34 (Oct. 21, 1892). Patrick McQuaid's son James became overseer after his father.

2* There were four damswith resarvoirs behind them. These were the dam across Powder Horn Brook, which created Merino Pond; the
dam a Lamed Pond (now Sawmill Pond, which Morris Larned used to power his sawmill); Hayden Pond dam; and Peter Pond dam.
(Bates v. Willard, Reparts of Cases Argued ... in ihe Syoraejudicial Court of Messedhuedtts vol. 9 (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1867), 67-8))
As the ponds are extant, presumably the dams are till functioning.
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Deived from the Russian word for colored linen, crash was aloosdy woven fabric mede of uneven yarns that wes
usd for towes and clothing. (Russa produced alarge dareof the world'sflax and hed alinen industry.)

Stevenss compary wes the first to meke domestic-grede linen cloth by machinery in the U. S Hispriority wes
recognized a an early dater in 1849, Henry H. Stevens recaived the Tamadge gold medd from the America Indtitute
in New York for producing "the first and bet piece of American linen goun by machinery and woven on the power-
loom."™ In the following decede he added new products, and while he mede avariety, he generdlly duck to coarser
goods He sold the products through agantsin Bogon, New Y ork, and Philadephia Budness ssas to have been good
from the gart: reports from acredit rating agacy covering the years 1849-60 were consgently podtive. One credit
reporter cdled Sevas'one of the best busnessmen | ever knew! " And  given the awards he won a exhibitions, his
cloth wes good quality. At the 1850 Massachusatts Charitable Mechanic Exhibition (MCMA) in Bagton, judges
avardaed his entry (digper and crash) agold medd. They wrote, ...for durability, weight, ludre or designs, these
atides could be maiched againg any produced in foreign countries, and mud replace a once the imported goods"™
Again in 1865, SevensLinen Works digilayed its arash & the MCMA exhibition. The judges deamed it "awdll
manufectured article.” The company dso sent the judges asample of a product thet it was beginning to manufacture; a
piece offinelinen cdled damask. The judges described it as "highly creditable" All this was produced in the old
mills of the Merino and Dudley Woollen companies

In 1858-1859, Sevansdarted to improve and expand the complex with "an enargy and enterprise hardly equded by
ay one"N In 1858, he petitioned the town to move atown road that pessed by his factory and to condruct a gone
ach bridge as pat of the relocation. In March 1859, Dudley Town Meseting voted infavor of "a gone arched Bridge
ove Powde Horn Brook neer the factory of H. H. Slevens and the expense nat to excead ane hundred dollars™™
(Photo 38). Stevers built this bridge in connection with alarger project to augment his waterpower. He built alarger
dam a Merino Pond to replace one damaged byfl oodingand edded a new dam dightly downdream to aregte Low
Pond." (Photos40, 41, 42.) An 1830 article in the Webdar Weskly Times destribed the Low Pond Dam as being 320
feat long, 27 feet high, and the "...heaviest piece of gonework of the kind we ever saw."N" Thisaugmented cepadity
powered anew waterwhed inanew whedhouse Sevens erected negr the Merino Mill, a the time his principa
spinning and weaving factory. The enormous breest-whed  he ingtdled in the 1859 whedhouse, mesauring 40 feet in
diamger and 15 feet wide, was nearly the maximum dzefor awooden waterwhed ™' It wes on this building thet he
pleced the lintel with the enigmatic inscription, "All wes others All will be others” Sevens borrowed this motto from
aplague he sawv on an old building in the town of Hawick, Scofland, on the Soottish borders (The whedhouse is gone,
but the lintel hes bean incorporated in atombstone-like monument, now ganding at the Black Tavern Higtorical

(continued)

Z Manufadures of the United Sates in 1860 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1865), ex.
2' Massachusdtts, v. 94, p. 120, R.G. Dun & Co. Callection, Baker Library, Harvard Busness School.
2' Sixth Exhibition of the Massachusetts Charitable Medharnic Assoaiaion (1850), 35-36.
The Tenth Exhibition of the Massedhusatts Charitable Medhanic Assodation (Boston, 1865), 139.
" Abijah P. Marvin, Higory of Woarceter County, Masssdhusgtts vol. 1 (Boston: C. F. Jewett & Co., 1879), 439.
"2 MassHighway, MassHighway Bridge Department database, bridge No. D-12-037, information provided by Stephen Roper, Structural
Historian, April 24, 2008.
" Pearle Crawford, "Stevens Linen, Its First Century and aHalf," Nev England Gaaxy 9 (1968): 35.
3l "Enterprise inthe West Side," Webder Weddy Times 1 # 51 (March 1, 1860).
"Enterprise on the West Side" Wede Times 5 (March 28, 1863).



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(889

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shegt Sevens Linen Works Historic District
Dudley (Worceter) MA
Section number 8 Page 7

Sodety building [NRIND] on Center Roed in Dudley Center.)

The decade of the 1880s openad with the outbregk of the Civil War. The Union blockade of shipping from the
Confederate dates 0 disrupted supplies of cotton to mills in Britain that the war period is known there as the Cotton
Famine Cotton mills in New England likewise could not get sock from the South. But the period proved aboon to
linen menufecturers in Britain.Some Americans, too, thought domestic manufacturers should replece cotton with
linen. Slevans may have intended to expand hismill as part of the improvements he begen in 1858, But even if he hed
planned some expangion, it ssars likely that the war-induced demeand for linen encouraged him to think big. Hebuilt a
monumentd new mill eedt of the old Merino Mill, & Village and Mill dreat; SevensLinen Mill, the granite complex
that ands today. The mill's origina form was dasscd in its symmetry: acentrd block (Main Mill) with
perpendicular wings (although the Eagt Wing was longer and wider than the Wes Wing). Sone for the mill came from
quaries on Sevenssland in Dudley, some from the vicinity of Peter Pond, which is located ebout two-thirds of amile
northwes of the mill ste” Condruction begen in 1862, with work on a Raceway and awhedhouse (Eadt Ell) for the
new mill. Then in the 1863 building seeson, the superdructure of the Main Mill darted going up™ Work on the mill
progressed from the Main Mill to the Eagt and Wes wings. The complex wes finished in 1865.

The new whedhouse (part of today's Eadt Ell) contained a 20-foot diameter, 17 foot- wide breest-whed. The two
wheds in the uppar 1859 whedhouse and the new Eadt Ell whedhouses were intended to work together. Within the
new mill, the lower two floors contained looms; the upperfl corscontained spinning, spooling, winding, and preparing
mechines The Eagt Wing hed arepar shop, afloor for dressing cloth, and sorage. The West Wing, fronting Mill
Street, contained offices, apattern room, and gorage (Photas 2, 6). In the East Tower was abdl that rang work hours
ad curfew (Photo 10). A bridge goenned bewean Merino Mill and the third sory of the new mill. Merino Mill
continued to be used, but its role changed over time from manufacturing to dorage.

Theway the walls of the mill were built wes unusud for the region. Usudly sonewals were rough with ducco
covering, but the gonesof Stevens Linen Mill were squared and laid in broken ranges, and dones & architecturd
festures were atrectiveyfinished:tooled, cut in curves for the arches over window openings and round bull's-eye
window, and 0 on. Thiswould be the work of done cutters, perhgps British donecutters. While the nemes of the
tradesmen involved with the mill are unknown, severd British doneworkerslived in Dudley in 1865. The date canaus
of that year ligs eight mesonsor done cutters living in the town. Sx of thesewere nat listed in the 1880 U.S caaus
for Dudley, which suggeds they came to the area after 1860, pahgps recruited to work on the mill. Slevens recruited
skilled British linen workersfor hismill; he may have recruited Brifish goneworkers too. Among the pogt-1860
arivas wes agone cutter from England, John Robinson/

(continued)

S N. D. North, "The Linen Manufacturein New England; Its Possibilities and Its Limitations,” Transadtions of the Neiv England Cotton
Manufacturers Assoddion 65 (1898), 98.
" "Peter Pond Ledge," WaxaTimes6 (May 14, 1864). The stone for the mill came from land near the mill dte that H. H. Slevens
owned. (Abijah P. Marvin, Higory of Waroete County, Masssdhueetts 439.)

"Enterprise on the West Side," Wedxea Times 5 (March 28, 1863).
"The other gone cutter in Dudley a thetimewas from Massachusatts Of the masonsin the town, three came from Ireland, two from
Massachusetts, and one from Canada. (Massachusetts State Census, 1865; U.S. Census, 1860 [many thanks to Sara Codta for her
research on duly 5, 2008)).
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In contrast to the unusua treatment of the exterior, the interior framing was typical of New England and the
recommended type of the day. It included floors made of flat plank laid on transverse girders, which cregted a
distinctive interior of panel-like ceilings. (Photos 12, 4.) Thiskind of floor cameto be an dement inthe"sow-
buming" construction system. Another feature of the slow-burning system was stairways and liftsenclosed intowers
that could be closed off from the mill floors, 0 they would not act like chimneys in a fire and possibly soread fire from
floor to floor. Except for the first floor of the West Wing, Stevens Linen Mill has no interior wall finishes; no hollow
goaces such as are formed by furred wallswith lath and plaster sheathing, or lath and plaster ceilings under joists.*°
While Stevens Mill hes many features of slow-burning construction, it actually was built before the sysem was
codified. It was updated from timeto time, to meet the rules for slow-buming construction as these developed and
evolved.

There is no documentation on who designed the mill, or what tradesmen or builder constructed it, but based on H. H.
Stevens background and actions inthis period, it is very likely that he was the designer. Stevens was both an
experienced and hands-on factory master. He came from atextile manufacturing family, worked in the busnessbefore
establishing his Dudley plant, had traveled abroad to learn more about mill operations, and actually lived acrossthe
dreet from his factory. Undoubtedly he knew as much about mill design and engineering as any contemporary.
Moreover, there is definite evidence of his involvement inthe construction of the two, Sone arch bridges near his mill,
Mill Street Bridgeand West Main Street Bridge (1868-1872, outside the District). Replacing the narrow and wom-out
wooden bridge on West Main Street, acrossthe French River, a the foot of Stevens mill site, was debated in Dudley
and Webger inthe 1860s. Many preferred an iron bridge, which would be chegper than stone but better than wood.
Stevens, part ofthe stone bridge faction, urged the town to build a"substantial stone structure,” arguing that it was
necessary considering the growth of the area. Townsmen hesitated because of the higher first cost. Stevenswon the
day by offeringto take the contract and build the bridge, and subsidize part of the cost. The Town Meeting
unanimoudly approved, and once the town of Webster agreed, he built the bridge." Thesetwo are the only sone arch
bridges in Dudley or Webgter: they are part of Stevens legacy to the towns."* He had the knowledge and interest in
designing the mill, and like other factory owners of the day who designed their plants (e.g., Zachariah Allen and
Allendale Mill), he should be recognized as one of the architects.

Next, Stevens constructed a new Dye House and Bleachery & Merino Pond Dan™ located about 1,000 feet west of the
Main Mill. The original parts of this building went up in 1867 (Photos 28, 29, 30). The dam supplied a heed of water
that powered a 75-horsepower turbine engine inthe Dye House and Bleachery. Fabric was brought here from the mills
by wagon, presumably, and later by truck.

Stevens Linen Mill was asubstantia building, inside and out, and it needed to be. Linen machinery, most of which
was imported from Britain and Ireland, weighed more than American-made cotton and woolen machinery. Linen mills

(continued)

In some caeess, the wdlsunder the windows have beenfinishedwith wood boards. 1t is unknown when this finish was put in.
+ "Action of Dudley and Webster Upon the Bridge Question,” WadaTimes 7 (October 7, 1865). But bridge construction awaited the
town of Webgter agreeing to a stone arch bridge on its Sde, which it finaly did, and work commenced in 1868.
<2 There are other stone arch bridges in nearby towns; 19 survivein sx surrounding towns. (Stephen Roper, MassHighway Bridge
Department database, April 2008) Still, they are not common
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hed to be of heavy condruction and, accordingly, were expendve to build."* Stevensreportedly goat over $1 million
devdoping his plant. The population of the town boomed during the 1860s increasing about 40%, to nearly 2500. No
doubt meny new arrivas filled pogtions in Stevens mill.

SevasLinen Works 1867 - 1939

In 1867, Henry H. Stevanslogt control of his mill. Jugt as quickly as damand for linen hed goiked a the gart of the
Civil War, it turned down once cotton came badk on the market. Meanwhile, European linen manufacturers expended
their mills, as Sevanshed in Dudley, 0 they were dile to supply the linen maket™" In his 1879 Higtory of \Worcester
County, Abijah Marvin suggests that Stevens decadelong expanson proved to be afatal financid drain: Stevenss
wedth and large income "were nat sufficient to carry out hisplans™™ In June 1867, the plant became agtodk company
cdled StevansLinen Works, with sock hdd by Stevens and his brathers Moses T. (1825-1907) and Gaoge*” Its
charter dlowed the comperny to meke woolen, cotton, and silk goods, as well s linen, which suggests thet the new
owne's were hedging ther betswith regpect to linen manufacture. Neverthdess, the mill continued to tum out linen
excdusvdy. Soon David Nevins, S, of Nevins & Co., cloth machantsin Boston, owned amgjority Seke, ad
Nathanid Stevens& Sars the rest. Hanry H. Sevensremained the company's agant for another ten years

The new owners continued to invest in the plant and produce goods that found amarket. In 1869, aboiler house ad
tall chimney were built, adding geam to supplemeant the existing waterpower (demolished). 1n 1877, awooden drying
building and tenter building were added to the Dye House and Bleechery complex (demolished). In the 187/0s Slevars
Linen Workswas dways busy and mede high qudity goods. 1t exhibited its products - plain ad twilled crash
toweling, digpars, and huckabecks - a the Centennid Exhibition of 1876, for which the company recaived a
commendation.”®

In 1877, Henry H. Slevansretired from StevansLinen Works and moved avay from Dudley.™ Nevathdess heweas
remambaed by mambasof the community for his industry and contributions. At abanquet & which he was honored
after his degth, agoegker said of him, "Mr. Slevensweas d<0 progressive in many other directions. Hewas apioneer for
good roeds, he championed the movement which led to the sone bridge which connected these two Sgter towns
[Dudley and Webgte], and he dso was one of the corporators and the first presdeant of our Webder Five Cants
Svings bank. Asahistory meker for thisvicinity the late Henry H. Stevans sands, therefore, ssoond only to the eder
Sater.""

(continued)

Nathanie Stevens letter, "the character of the machinery is such that mills have to be of very heavy construction, making the plant
cogt excessive"” in Tariff Hearings 60™ Congress, Nov. 30, 1908 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1908), 2977.

S N. D. North, "The Linen Manufacturein New England,” 98.
5 Abijah P. Marvin, Higory of Wareeder County, Massschusdtts vol. 1, 439.

Acts and Resaves pessed by the Genard Court of Massadhusits in the Yeer 1867 (Boston, 1867), chap. 325. Apparently this name weas being
usd for the company before 1867, although for how long is unknown.

Officid Cadogue of the U.S. Centennid Exhibition of 1876 (Philadelphia: Centennial Catalogue Co., 1876); U.S. Centennid Commission,
Internationa Exhibition, 1876, Reparts and Awards, Group VTII (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co, 1877), 50.

Henry H. Stevenswes nearly 60 years old when he retired, but he lived for another 23 years. He lived in Maine and Jacksonville,
Florida. Hisson Eben S Stevens owned millsin Webgter. (“"Henry Hale Stevens Dies in Florida," WedaTimes (March 15, 1901)

"Webgter Mass Testimonial Banquet," W Times 54 (April 3, 1913).
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In the 18805 Mass T. Stevens, Henry's younger brother, took over; he sarved as presdent of Stevans Linen Works
until his degth in 1907. Moses expanded the plant & the end of the 19¢ century and beginning of the 20*, adding a new
brick warehouse (Storehouse No. 2, 1890/1904, phatos 34, 35) onthe west Sde of Mill Strest; anew Engine House
(1892, phato 23); an dectric light plant (1895); asmdl, brick gorehouse eedt of the Main Mill (Storehouse No. 5,

1902, phatos 19, 20); and an addifion to the Sorehouse No. 4 on Wes Main Stregt (1904, photos 36, 37). In 1900, two
fioors were added to the Ead Ell of the Main Mill, desgned by the enginesring firm of Charles T. Main (Photo 7). The
Dye House ad Bleechery was expanded with severd buildings and addifions. (Photo 32.) Inadequete water supply

hed been achronic problem for the mill. By 1830, the Dye House and Bleachery used deem power pat of the yesr,
and the Main Mill usd geam "congtantly.” After geam replaced waterpower andfl oorswere edded, the Eadt Ell was
put to new uses In the erly 20 century, it was used for yarn manufacturing.™ The water in Low Pond wes ussd for
mill fire protection rather than for power.

With regpact to production, Moses ebendoned Henry's efforts to meke avariety of goods, such asfine damesk, ad
concentrated on manufacturing crash linen for kitchen toweds and coarse goods Neverthdess these towes weare
househdd favorites. SevansLinen Works exhibited its arash towds a the World's Columbian Expodtion in Chicago
in 1893. In hisreport on exhibitsa the Expostion, the Assstant Ssoretary of Agriculture wrote that these towes were
"beautiful examples' of American linen manufacture.”

At the opening of the 20 century (ca 1908), six mills in the U.Swove and goun linen to some extent, but gpart from
SevasLinen Works, the others made products thet incorporated cotton (called "unions') or wade Sevats Linen
Works wes the only ane miking redl linen fabric, with linen warp and weft." Stevens mill survivedin part because of
tariffs on competing imports. Still, the tariffs werein place for the benefit of ay linen manufacturer. No others were
able to sucoasd a8 Sevens Linen Works had. The company wes ddle to buy linen machines chegly from their former
competitiors.

In 1913, the company completed allarge, brick Carding & Hackling Mill bordering Mill Stredt, north of the Main Mill.
Although intended principaly for hackling and carding operations, it hed extra goece to dlow for expandgon;
eventudly, part of it was usad for weaving. The company put in new machinery, imported from Irdland, which could
be oparated with less labor than the former machines' (Photos 24, 25, 26, 27). Theold Merino Mill adits
whedhouse osesed being ussd for linen manufacture and became dorehouses and the Carding & Hackling Mill took
ove itsname Mill No. 1 Around thistime, the compary employed about 640 hands

Sevens Linen Works continued to invest in and expand the plant in the 1920s In 1922, two morefi oorswere added to

the Ead Ell (M5), bringing it to the height of the Main Mill (Photo 7). 1t contained modem equipment and facilities:

humidifying equipment, eectric lighting, ventilation, and toilets. This addifion was built under the direction of John
(continued)

"Enlargements and |mprovements Completed at Stevens Linen Works," Webder Evening Times2 (Oct. 1, 1924).

Edwin WHlIitts, "Special Report of the Assistant Secretary, the World's Columbian Exposition," Report of the Seordary of Agriculture 1893
(Washington: GPO, 1894), 85.
® Testimony of George Smith, Smith & Dove Manufacturing Co., Tariff Hearings, Before the Ways and Means Commiittee of the House of
Represntatives 60" Congress 1908-1909, ScheduleJ (Washington: GPO, 1909), 4653. | n addition, three companies spun flax yarn but did not
do weaving.
B Webger Times54 (Oct. 30, 1913).
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M. Crawford, agent for the mill, and Warren B. Lewisof Providence, R.l., consulting engineer. Also & thistime, the
interior of the Dye House and Bleachery was renovated. Anencdosed "conveyor,”" essentially avery long
(approximately 1,200 feet) box with apulley, was congructed between the Main Mill and the bleachery mill. With the
conveyor, cloth could be transferred back and forth between the two rather than having to be trucked. Bolt-lengths of
linen cloth were sawn together to make a continuous length, then pulled by a scutcher between the two buildings. The
Dye House and Bleachery was modernized a thistime: the interior was rebuilt to make handling of material more
efficient." At the end of the decade (1927-28) anew mill building, the East Mill, was built to designs by Charles T.
Main, Inc. (Photos 17, 18.) Thisnew mill gavethe company spaceto install over 100 more looms and allowed it to
rearrange mechanical equipment 0 the plant could operate more efficiently. Atthe end of the 1920s, StevensLinen
Works hed capital of over $1 million, 750 looms, 8,300 spindles, and a modern bleachery. About 500 people worked a
the factory."

Charles Thomas Main (1856-1943) founded the engineering company that designed the Carding & Hackling Mill, Eagt
Mill, and the additionto the Eadt Ell a Stevens Linen Works. Main was "a mill engineer of nationa reputation.

Born in Marblehead, Massachusetts, he graduated from the department of mechanical engineering a the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1876. Asthiswaes the trough of the economic depression of that decade. Main stayed
a MIT for three yearsto work as an assstant inthe mechanical engineering department. He then held severd different
positions in large New England mills, first as adraftsman, then as an engineer unfil 1887, when he was promoted to
Superintendent of the Worsted Department of Pacific Mills in Lawrence. During this period, Main gained experience
with various agpects of mill engineering: from installing water and sseam-power plants, to surveying and rebuilding
gtructures and arranging machinery. He began to do consultingwork for mills, and in 1891, st himself up &
consulting engineer. 1n 1893, he formed a partnership with F. W. Dean, a steam-power engineer. The firm of Dean &
Main was inbusiness unfil the end of 1906." From this point to 1926, Main's business operated under the name
Charles T. Main, when he incorporated as Charles T. Main, Inc. The firm a first specialized intextilemills: indesign
and congtruction supervision of mill buildings, and installation of deam and waterpower sysems. Mills a this time,
like Stevensmill, operated on their own private power. Main's firm aso worked on public utilities, other kinds of
industrial plants, and hydroelectric power. It provided professional reports for manufacturers on such topics as
"reorganizations, valuations, tax problems, damege cases due to diversion of water for domestic purposesfrom
waterpower streams, and related services"* During World War |, the U.S. Army consulted with Main on avariety of
matters connected with construction, and after the war, he was part of an engineering delegation to France representing
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, which advised French engineers on rebuilding war-damaged regions.
He wrote a number of technical articles, and his 1886 lectures a MIT, collected and published as "Notes on Mill
Construction," wes used as atextbook & MIT for many years. Main was alife member of the MIT Corporationand a
member of the MIT Executive Committee. He was dected to the American Society of Mechanical Engineers in 1885,
srved as an officer of that organization, and was a member of several other engineering societies and associations.
The company confinued after Main's death in 1943.

(continued)

M "Conveyor & Sevens Linen," Wese Times 64 (Aug. 24, 1922); "Will Remodd Old Bleechery,” Wendear Times 64 pec. 7, 1922);
"Enlargements and Improvements Completed At Stevens Linen Works," Wexa Bvening Times 2 (Oct. 1, 1924); conversation with Hugh
W. Crawford, Jr., June 30, 2008.
% Orra Stone, Higtory of Massadhusdtts Indudtries vol. |1, 1906.
5 "To Rebuild France and Belgium," The Tehrdogy Ravew 21 (1919): 48.

"Charles Thomas Main," Transedios of the American Soddy of Mechanicd Enginears 40 (1918): 1-2
K William F. Uhl, Chades T. Main (1856-1943): Ore of Americas Besti (The Newcomen Society, 1951), 12.
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After Moss Slevansdied, his son Nathanid Stevens bacame presdent of Stevans Linen Works." Judt before Mosss
died, J P. Sevans& Co. bought the dock till hdd by Nevins& Co. At the samefime,John M. Crawford became
agert for the mill. His parents, Hugh B. and Elizabeth Crawford, came to Dudley from Northem Irdand in 1863 to
work in SlevensLinen Mill, and young John began working & the mill himsdf & an office boy for H. H. Stevans
around 1868.™ John spent hisworking life in the mill and held the position of egent when he died in 1929. John's son
Hugh Wadsworth Crawford, who begen working in the mill around 1906, then became resdent meneger of Slevas
Linen Works. While the economic depresson of the 1930smeant hard times for the company, it continued to operate

SevasLinen Asodaes 1939 - 1993

In 1938, when Nathanid Stevenssought abuyer for the plant, the third and fourth American generdions of the
Crawford family, dong with loca interests, joined together to buy it. They caled the new company Sevans Linen
Asodaes (SLA). The company's main product continued to be aagh towes. The mill cdearated its 100F anniversary
in 1946.Mo4 of thefiax used a the mill in the early 20* century wes imported from Russa™™ In view of the
difficulties of getting rawv materids from timeto time, the company exparimented with growing flax oniitsown land. A
plot on the west Sde of Mill Street wes devoted to this effort. Theflax proved satisfactory but ended up cogting
condderably more than imported flax, 0 the idea of growing their own was abandoned. Flaxfield Road, which runs
adong the north Sdesof Low and Merino ponds (outsde the District), commemorates the dte of the flax growing
experiment.

In the 195905 as damand for narrow aragh towds dedlined, SLA branched into new product lines. It mede cotton duck,
twine, and shodk absorber cord. Two other new products were fire hosesand auto upholstery fabric. Neither of these
ventures sucoasded. It wes a thistime that Hugh Wedswvorth Crawford, J., who took over the plant when his father
died in 1951, thought of printing cdendars on the towels. That way, after serving as acdendar, the towd could be put
to use Production of the cdendar towds bagan in 1956. S.A designed the calendars and printed the towes usng silk-
reans mecke a the plant.

Up to the 1960s the mill had mainly added buildings and taken few away, eg., wooden outbuilding. It confinued to
ue deam powe ad even alimited amount of weterpower to driveits machingry. In the 1960s the mill switched
excusvdy to dectricity as asource of power, and to ail for heat. After this, some of the buildings connedted with the
deam plant on the north Sde of the Main Mill, including the boiler house with its Sx verticd tube boilers, cod houss,
and thetall chimney, were demolished. The Engine House took on its current role as the location of the mill'sfurnace.
The Dye House and Bleechaery dso wes dtered by demoalitions and modern additions.

(continued)

The company in 1911 had issued stock totaling $350,000. The directors were Nathaniel, H. S Shaw (Treasurer), C. E. Rogerson, J. P.
Stevens, and A. D. Gleason. (The Directory of Directionsin the City of Bagton and Vicinity [Boston: The Bankers' Service Co., 1911], 559.)
@ Pearle Crawford, "Stevens Linen." 36; Sara Costa, Crawford family member, email, June 30, 2008. Hugh Crawfordwas a machinist at
the mill. In Rhode Island-style mills, all members of a family could find work in amill - the women and children as operatives, the men
& machinists, laborers, operatives, or in other capacities.

Testimony of Nathaniel Stevens, Tariff Hearings, Before the Ways and Means Committee of the House of Represantatives 60" Congress 1908-1909,
SchedueJ (Washington: GPO, 1909), 4973.
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S A shifted into uphadgery fabric production and sopped weaving crash toweds. For cdendar towds and kitchen
textiles, it was ood effective to use linen and cotton fabric mede by others, and 0 LA imported plain linen towdling
from Poland for the cdendar towds™ In 1964, S A expandad off-dite for thefirst time, with the acquigtion of the
former Padkard Mills Compeny. Located on Lower Schofidd Avenue in Dudley, the Ardiock plant, as it was known,
houssd SLA's Domedics Divison™ TheMain Mill became the Upholstery Division, and production there centered on
drapary and furniture upholgtery fabrics made on wide looms, blended with syntheticfibers.In 1971, the compeny
cdebrated 125 yearsof continuous operation with an open house

S A mede svad off-dite acquidtions and expanded oparations a the Main Mill in the 1980s In 1981, it bought
Rindge Indudries Inc. of Ware, Massachusdits amanufacturer of yarn for knitted outerweer. 1n 1982, it bought
Louisville Textiles Weavers Inc, with plansto expand the upholgery, wall-coverings, and drgpery linesof this
divison™" Around thistime about 100 people worked & the Ardlock plant during its pesk summe ssason, and average
annua employment in both mills wes about 300 workers™ SLA - bought new textile machines in the early 19805
including high-gpead machines to preparefibersfor spinning, high-goead upholstery looms, and adryer-curing oven
for gpplying alatex backing and Scotchgueard to fabrics. To accommodate the new looms SLA - built an addition
betwean the Eadt Wing (M6) and Eadt Mill (M7) in 1983-1984, M7A Infill. (Photo 21.) It weas desgned by Irwin
Regert and built by Cutler Assodates of Worceser*" A mede these dnangesin order to operete more efficiently. A
key advantage of the new leveling machines and loomsweas that they could produce moare output per worker. The
compary adso modified the Main Mill around thistime, to reduce operating cods To save onfuel cogs, SA blocked
and replaced many windows and indtdled anew boiler.” (Photo 7.)

S A becameknown for itsunusud, textured upholgery fabrics mede with yarns desgned and goun & itsmill. These
fabricswere mede on orders from cusomers The company dso goun yarn for other fabric manufacturers. These
products moved Slevans Linen Assodaes far from itsarash towd days

(continued)

2 Edward Patenaude, "Stevens Linen Adapts to PoUsh Redlities,” ? Ga'tte (fan. 18, 1982) in Stevens Linen Assodiates historical
crapbooks, Town of Dudley.

B8 "Webgter AreaTextiles Record Gains for '64," Watede Tdegam Qen. 8, 1965); David Kowal, "Stevens Linen to Hangit Out ..."
Woaste Tdegam (1981), 20B; Lorraine Plotczyk, "Stevens Linen marks 135¢  year of progress, growth” WeaaTimes(April 8, 1981), 22,
from Stevens Linen Asodiates historical scrapbooks. Town of Dudley.

M "Sevens Linen BuysWare Firm," date?, "Stevens Linens purcheses dl assts of Louisville Textiles Weavers Inc.," April 4, 1983;
"Stevens Linen adopts 'Progress by Design' theme,” Wede Times Raiew andPorecad, Feb. 1982, in Stevens Linen Assodiates historical
scrgpbooks. Town of Dudley.

"Sevens Linen Adapts to Polish Redlities," ? Ga'\tte (Jan. 18, 1982), in Stevens Linen Associates historical scrapbooks. Town of
Dudley; article, section beginning "Stevens Linen Associates..." ¢ 1982, Slevens Linen Assodiates historical scrapbooks, Town of
Dudley.

"Sevens Linen employees have stock in company,” Wesea Times Rajev ad Forecegt (Feb. 1983); "' Stevens grows into upholstery
market,” Oct. 17, 1983 in Stevens Linen Associates historical scrapbooks. Town of Dudley.

"SevensLinen worksto cut cogts, inform," Wede Times Rajawv ad Forecast (March 1981), in Stevens Linen Assodates historical
crapbooks, Town of Dudley.
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Denouematt of textile manufacturing. 1993 - 2003

The long higtory of the Stevensfactory as aste for the manufacture of linen fabricsfor househdd e came to an ed
in 1993, when Guilford of Maine, Inc., asubsdiary of Interface, Inc., acquired the fabric divison assts of Sevas
Linen Asodaes Guilford manufactured fabricsfor office cubidles, upholstery, window treetments, and wall ad
ceiling coverings. The acquisition expanded Guilford's busnessin sedting and decorafive upholstery fabrics. Two
years laer. Interface acquired Toltec Fabrics, Inc., acompany that manufactured and marketed upholstery fabrics. In
1908, Toltec Fabrics, Inc. dosad its Greendboro, North Carolinaplant to move operations to the former Slevans Linen
Mill in Dudey** The company built the large ged and glass Weaveshed in the courtyard batwean the Eagt and Wet
wings in 1998-1999 (Photos 1, 22). The company d<o demalished the 1812 Merino Mill, after offering it the town of
Dudley, which refused to take it, and demoalished other buildings connected with the plant on the west Sde of Mill
Stret, with the exception of Storehouse No. 2.

Interface obvioudy expected high demand for the fabricsit would produce & the mill in Dudley, but goparently plans
did not work out. The company's fortunes dedlined after 2000, and it cut its workforce and began to divest. Around the
dose of 2003, textile production sopped in the Dudley mill, and the following year Interface sold the plant to a
developer who intended to convert it to offices. Only then did the Ste ceeee to be aplace of textile manufacturing, a
decade gy of 20 yearsof dmog continuous production &t the dte on the French River, and after dmod 150 years of
linen producfion under the direction of the Stevans ad Crawford families.

The current owner of Stevens Linen Mill and adjacent buildings plans to convert the gructures to ahousing complex
that will indude 164 rentd gpartments, afitnessocenter and svimming pool, 294 parking goeces and aroom witha
higorica exhibit. These plans cover StevensLinen Mill, Eagt Mill, M7A Infill, Engine House, StarehouseNo. 5, ad
the Weaveshed. The non-contributing Weaveshed and M7A  Infill will be demolished. The Carding & Hackling Mill is
occupied by asocid sarvice agency; its plans for dianges to its property, if ay, ae unknown. Storehouse No. 2 hes
e converted to adog grooming and boarding busness. Hansfor SorehouseNo. 4 are unknown. There aeno
known plans to dter the Mill &. Bridge, Low Pond, Low Pond Dan, Merino Pond Dam, or the Racaway.

Contribution of Stevens Linen Works Higtoric Digrict to the industrial higory of the United States

Hery H. Stevas wes the pionear linen manufacturer in the U.S. He weas to American linen manufacturing what

Samud Sater was to cotton manufacturing and Arthur Schofield was to wool manufacturing: the first in the US to
successfully manufacture products from a particularfiberusng water-powered machines. Sater launched the

American cotton textile industry when he successfully introduced weater-powered spinning mechines in Rhode Idand
during the 1790s The woolen manufacturing indusiry begen in the same decede when Schofield suoossded in putfing
into operaion awater-powered carding machine No American hed goun flax and woven linen doth by machine before
Sevansdid in 1846. Hisachievement was recognized three years later, when he recaived the Telmadge gold medd

from the Americalndtitute in New York for producing "the first and best piece of American linen soun by machinery
and woven on the power-loom."™ He cregted abusinessthat medelinen cloth from gart to finish, ad this iswha the
mills he buihin Stevans Linen Works Higtoric Digtrict continued to do until the middleof the 20¢ century.

(continued)

"Hoover's Profile, Interface, Inc.," http://www.answers.com/topic/interface-inc?cat=biz-fin (accessed April 30, 2008).
" Manufadtures of the United Sates in 1860 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1865), ex.
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Ye linen manufacturing was dways aminor indudry in the U.S;; it never gained afoothold, dthough many
entrepreneurs tried their hand a it. Before 1850, afew factories produced asmal amount of linen cdoth and threed.
Nine of thesemills were located in Massechusatts and Stevens wes the largest. In the early 18505 severd
manufacturers mede conddereble invesments to dart linen manufacturing. The American Linen

incorporated in 1852, built acomplete plant in FAl River, including alarge sonemill, hackling houss, bleach house
and finishing building, and it imported machinery, fiax, and operaives to begin operating. The company intended to
producefiner grades of goods, auch &s tablecloths and napkins. But demand for their products dropped off and in 1858,
the company switched to cotton manufacturing.” Meanwhile, some mills mede part-linen cloth, with cotton warp and
linen weft, or goun linen yarn exclusively. For example, the Willimantic Linen Compeny in Connecticut darted
soinning linen yarn in 1854, but converted to cotton manufacturing within afew years By 1860, only three mills
manufactured linenin the U.S,, one of which was Stevens mill." Other mills darted later in the century, but were not
successul.

There weare mary ressonswihy linen wes difficult to meke profitably in America The main one ssas to have bean the
lack of suitable flax produced in America, which required manufacturers to import their rav materid. In addition,
American consumers could subdtitute American-made cotton or woal fabricsfor linen for many purposes Thus
damard for linen, reflected in linen imports, dayed fairly levd rather than growing with population increeses Findly,
linen manufacture was Smply dower, more complex, and required codly inputs, in addition to importedflax.For
exanple, American machine mekers, with afew exceptions, did not produce linen machinery, so machines hed to be
imported from Europe”™ More labor weas required to produce ayard of linen than cotton.

American linen manufecturers hed to compeate with established, productive Europeen manufecturers, and in a market
where conaumars could find chegper dterndives to linen. Thisweas ahard economic environment, but should it
inevitably have doomed the industry? Why did ane firm, Sevens Linen Works, sucosad? Stevens Linen Works
Higtoric Didtrict raises interesting questions about how compeanies and indusdiries sucosaed and fail, and studying the
history of this company and its indudry gives fresh perspective on U.S. economic history. Thisisone of the ressons
the Didtrict isof nationd sgnificance.

Architectural and engineering digtinction

The mill ad assodated dructuresin Sevens Linen Works Higtoric District comprise an outdanding example of a
first-class textile manufacturing complex from the mid-19* century. The physcd integrity, qudity of workmanship,
and architecturd vaue meke the Didtrict one of great historical sgnificance.

(continued)

™ Henry H. Eac\,A Centenid Higtory of FallRiver, Mass (N\": Atlantic Publishing and Engraving Co., 1877), 62-3, 121.

Victor Clark, Higory of Manufedtures in the United Sates 1607-1860 (Washington, DC: Carnegie Institution of Washington, 1916), 532.
72J. F. C. Hayes Higory of the City of Eanrence (Lawrence, Mass: E. D. Green, 1868), 146, advertisement by John N. Peirce, Lowell, mede
winders for coarse heavy yarn; lists two flax spinning mills as cusomers.
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Fird, with respact to integrity, the complex is remarkebly intact. While some of the buildings that hed bean part of the
complex are gone, mod of them remain; indeed, the plant continued to operate as atextile mill until afew yearsago.
Moreover, the 1862-65 mill was afirst-classmill foritstime, and an example of dow-burning congrucfion.

Ssoond, Sevens Linen Mill isparticularly well-built. The mill complex H. H. Stevensbuilt from 1858-1867 involved
an enomous capitd investment. His preference for donerevedshis interest in pamanence and subgtantial
congruction. He built for the future. 1nurging the Town of Dudley to build the bridge over the French River & Wes
Main Srest out of donerather than iron, Slevensoffered mora as well as economic arguments "It isanarrow minded
and shortsghted policy which provides only for the necesdties and damands of the present moment,” he dedared,

"and that men isderdict in duty who coundils or suffers adisregard for the wants of thosewho come after him."**

The workmanship on SevansLinen Mill ishigh qudity. Thetooling of the dones, which articulate the gpenings in the
walls (i.e., the door jambs, lintels, and window sills, and the cornices), isdigtinctive and unknownin ay other New
England building (Phato 9). The sdonework of the walls, mede of squeared blocks of varying Szeslaid in broken
ranges, isdso unusud in atextile mill. Rubble wdls and random work were the more common forms, as ssen for
example in the nearby 1860 Chese Mill, located downdream from StevensMill. (See photo in Appendix C.) Because
the donework of SevensMill contraged with the common type, it drew the attention of contemporaries one explained
that StevensMill wes built of “square or oblong blocks of done, ingeed of the chip and cament work of which meny
mills are congtructed."™" Later additions to the mill complex are d<ofi neexamples of desgn and workmanship of thelr
day, i.e, the pier-and-pand style wdlsof the Carding & Hackling Mill and the Eadt Mill (Photos 17, 18, 24-27).

Findly, SevensLinen Mill is architecturdly didinguished. Depite its large Sze, the design of the mill and character
of the walls reduce its massveness, indesd mekesit gopear dmod light. With respect to overdl massing, the 1862-
1865 mill hes dasdcd proportions alarge centra block (the Main Mill) that Sgpsdown to the lower, projecting
wings, which had dmog adomedfic scde (Photos 1, 2). Thisdesign mekes the building lessforbidding then the usud
textile mill. An impression of lightness is enhanoad by the mosaic effect of the Sonework of the walls. Dudley,
Massechusdits was famous for having excdlent building done Thewadl blocks vary inSzeand dsoin color, in
dhedesranging from gray to brown, and they are laid in patterns such as the thinner coursesof sone betwean the
window tops and sills. The various 9zes and colors of the dones, and the pattams of bends and quoins, givethe walls
visud interest (Photos 3, 6). Also contributing to the sanee of lightness are the vertical dementsof the Main Mill: the
tall widow openings capped with segmenta arches and filled with triple-hung windows, and of course, the tal towers
(Photo 11). There isno other mill in New England quite like it.

Archaeologica Significance

Snce patterns of andent Nafive American sattlement in Dudley are poorly understood, any surviving Stescould be

sgnificant. Ste digtributionsin this area generaly refiect underreporting and the lack of sysematicaly investigated

dtes Andent Stesin this aleamay contribute important information rdated to Native subdgence and sttlement
(continued)

5" Action of Dudley and Webster Upon the Bridge Question,” WebaaTimes 31 (Oct. 7, 1865).
"Peter Pond Ledge," WebdaTimes 6 (May 14, 1864).
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pettems for the Central Massachusdits uplands and Worcester Haeau in generd. Thisinformation mey indicatethe
extent that Native groups in this areawere rdaed to smilar groups in the Connecticut River Valey to the weg, the
coedd lowlands to the eadt, or the Thames River Badn in Connecticut to the south. Many andent Native American
stlement modds discuss subsgence and settlement within the framework of river baesn drainege boundaries
Andent dtesin this areamay contribute important information that hdps to test this modd, or investigate the extant to
which certain patterns, such as trade, aross-cut drainage boundaries

Higtoric archaeologica resources assodated with the SevensLinen Works Historic District may contribute important
information rdated to the growth of industry in Dudley and the origins of water power in the district. Archaeologicd
resources assodated with the Merino and SevensMills mey contribute important information rdated to the growth of
the textile indudtry in Massechusatts and the United States and the machine manufecture of linen cloth. Detailed
andysdis of the contents of indudtrid trash depodits assodated with the Old Merino Mill mey contribute important
information rdaed to the manufacture of woolen textiles until 1846, when Stevens occupied the mill and production
switched fromwool to linen. Similar andlyd's of trash depodts assodated with the SlevansMill may contribute
important information reated to the technology and production of linens & the mill where thefirst and lagt production
of linen textiles occurred in the United States

Archaeologicd resources assodated with hydraulic sructures in the district may contribute important information
rdated to the evolution and alotment of waterpower in the district, espedidly problems assodaed with the inedeguate
water supply and its influence on the trandtion from direct waterpower supplied by awaerwhed to turbines, deam
power, and dectricity. Additiona historical research, combined with archaeologica survey and tesfing, mey
contribute important evidence of the technology usad to harmess waterpower for the Merino mill when it wes first
condructed for woolen textile manufacture (1812), and when the new dam, whedhouse, and receway were congructed
by Sevansin 1859. In 1859, anew whedhouse was dso condructed for the SlevansMill where water wes ddivered
by the same dam ad receway that powered the Merino Mill.  Inedequate water aupply wes apasgent problemfor the
SevasMill. Higoricd and archaeologicd ressaerch may contribute informafion that indicates how indugtridigts dedlt
with water supply problems. While the mill switched to the exdusive use of dectricity for power in the 19605 the

mill continued to use deem power and Somewater power as asource of enargy even after dectricity was introduced.
Archaeologicd testing mey identify goedidized dructures usd to control water flow in the digtrict. When first
condructed in the 1880s the Dye House and Bleechery ussd waterpower from the Merino Pond Dam  to power their
operaions By ca 1880, the Dye House and Bleachary were till usng waterpower part of the year and deam power
the remainder of the time. By ca 1880, the main mill was usng deem power congtantly. Higtoricd ad
achaeologicd resources may contribute information that identifies how weaterpower was controlled batwean the two
dams ad mill eress

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

The district is roughly bounded by the French River on the east; Ardlock Place, Curfew Lane, and the southern shore
of Low Pond on the south; Merino Pond Dam on the west; and the northem shore of Low Pond and the northern side
of the Stevens Linen Mill site on the north. The boundaries follow the lot lines of al parcds listed on the data sheet
and shown on the attached assessor's mgps 117 and 112. Note that parcd 78 on map 117 hes an irregular shegpe that
extends in anarrow strip along the south edge of Low Pond and includes both the L ow Pond Dam & the eest end of the
pond and the Merino Pond Dam at the west end. The parce also extendsto the north and south of the Merino Pond
Dam.

Boundary Justification

The Stevens Mill Historic District includes the buildings and structures historically associated with manufacturing and
waterpower supply to the Stevens Linen Works textile mill.

(end)
Appendices

A. District Data Shest

B. Detail of Stevens Linen Mill and adjacent resources
C. Additional Images

1 SevensLinen Mill with workforce, n.d., photo
Stevens Linen Works, ca 1906, postcard
Stevens Linen Works, Barlow Insurance Map, 1877
Dudley, MA, with Stevens Linen Mill, postcard, ca 1905
Stevens Linen Works, Birds-eye-view, 1892
Detail of Stevens Linen Works mill, 1870 Beers Atlas, map
Survey of Stevens Linen Works, 1914
Survey of Stevens Linen Works, 1914
Stevens Mill ssen from Websgter [MA] Main Street near Dudley line, ca 1870-1871 (photo)
10 Cha=Mill, Dudley, MA, 2008 (photo)
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Appendix A. Digdtrict Data Sheet  StevensLinen Works Historic District

MHC# M ap# AsSsessor's# Address Historic Name Date Resource Status
DUD.229 M2 117-120 8 Mill s Stevens Linen 1862-65, 20*  Building C
Mill C
Sections of the building: Main Mill 1862-64, 1905
M4 West Wing 1865
M5 East Ell 1862, 1900,
1922
M6 East Wing 1864, 1905
M6A East Wing Ext. 1878, 20*C
M6B East Wing Ext. 1878, 1891
M6C East Wing Ext. 1891, 20*C
M7 117-120 8 Mill s East Mill 1927-28 Building C
M7A 117-120 8 Mill st [nfill 1983-84 Building NC
M8 117-120 8 Mill &. Engine House 1892 Building C
M9 117-120 8 Mill &. StorehouseNo. 5 1902 Building ¢
MIO 117-120 8 Mill . Wesaveshed 1999 Building NC
DUD.454 M| 117-120.1 10 Mill S Carding & 1913 Building ¢
Hackling Mill
DUD.451 B3 117-76, 117-78 Ardlock PI. Dye House and 1867 and later  Building ¢
Bleachery
B2 117-83 9Mill s StorehouseNo. 2 1890,1901 Building ¢
Bl 117-128 2 W.Main St StorehouseNo. 4 1904 Building ¢
DUD.926 Sl Town of Dudley Near 8-10 Mill St Mill St. Bridge 1859 Structure ¢
DUD.928 & 117-78 Mill St. a Ardlock PI. Low Pond 1859 Structure ¢
DUD.927 S3 117-78 Curfew Lane Low Pond Dam 1859 Structure ¢
A4 117-78 Between Marino and Merino Pond ca 1859 Structure ¢
Low Ponds Dam
59 117-120, Near 8-10 Mill . Raceway ca 1859-62 Structure ¢

117-120.1
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Appendix B. StevensLinen Works Higtoric Didtrict, detail of StevensLinen Mill and adjacent resources

Base mgp source: Patterson Architects
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Appendix C. Additional Images

1 Sevas Linen Mill, nd. (before 1905), with workforce (Pearte Crawford, "StevensLinen, Its First Century and a
Half," New England Gaaxy 9 [ 1969])

H o
! ~ A, n \
r#sv 21P uiiiiiiiijit?i
1111111 |
2. SevansLinen Works, posticard, ¢ 1906 (Private collection)
<i"A iUJ:, M.i' "X ™" Dudey, Hem. /i-o-
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3. Sevas Linen Works, Barlow Insurance Map, 1877 (American Texfile History Musaum)

4. Dudley, Massachusdtts with SlevensLinen Mill on the left Sdeof the posicard, ¢ 1906 (Private collection)
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5. SevansLinen Works Bird's-eye-view, 1892, detal from Webgter, Massachusatts 1892 O.H. Baley & Co., Bogon.
Pergpedtive mgp not drawn to scde (Library of Congress Geogrgphy and Mgp Division, Washington, D.C.)
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6. Detal of Slevas Linen Worksmill, 1870 Bears Atlas of Worcester County, Webder & Merino Village (Bogton
Public Library)

7. Survey of SlevansLinen Works, 1914, Assodaed Factory Mutud  Fre Insurance Companies Inspection Dept.
(American Textile Hisory Mussum)
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8. SQurvey of SevasLinen Works, 1914, Assodaed Factory Mutud Fre Insurance Companies |nspection Dept.
(American Textile Higory Musaum)
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9. Sevas Mill saenfrom Webder, Main Strest neer Dudley line, looking west, ¢ 1870-71, George Bennett,
photogragpher (Michad Branniff, private collection)

10. Chese Mill, Dudley, Massachusdtts, 1860 (Photo April 24, 2008, by Sara E. Wermid)
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MA_Worcester County_Stevens

Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
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Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
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Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic
Linen Works Historic

Steven Linen Works Historic District Photograph Log

District _0001
District .0002
District .0003
District .0004
District .0005
District .0006
District .0007
District .0008
District .0009
District .0010
District 0011
District 20012
District .0013
District .0014
District .0015
District .0016
District 0017
District .0018
District .0019
District .0020
District 0021
District .0022
District .0023
District .0024
District .0025
District .0026
District .0027
District .0028
District .0029
District .0030
District .0031
District 0032
District .0033
District .0034
District .0035
District .0036
District .0037
District .0038
District .0039
District .0040
District .0041
District 0042

Name of building
Stevens Mill
Stevens Mill
Stevens Mill, West Wing
Stevens Mill, Main Mill
Stevens Mill, Main Mill
Stevens Mill, West Wing
Stevens Mill, East Ell
Stevens Mill, East Ell interior
Stevens Mill, East Wing
Stevens Mill, east tower
Stevens Mill, west tower
Stevens Mill, Main Mill
Stevens Mill, West Wing
Stevens Mill, Main Mill
Stevens Mill, M6
Stevens Mill, engine house
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Storehouse No. 2
Storehouse No. 2
Storehouse No. 4
Storehouse No. 4
Mill Street Bridge
Low Pond
Low Pond Dam
Low Pond Dam & Raceway
Merino Pond Dam

Paget of 1

City, County, State

Dudley, Worcester,
Dudley, Worcester,
Dudley, Worcester,
Dudley, Worcester,
Dudley, Worcester,
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Dudley, Worcester,
Dudley, Worcester,
Dudley, Worcester,
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Dudley, Worcester,
Dudley, Worcester,
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Dudley, Worcester,
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MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
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MA
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MA
MA
MA
MA
MA

Photographer
Sara Wermiel
Sara Wermiel
Sara Wermiel
Sara Wermiel
Sara Wermiel
Sara Wermiel
Sara Wermiel
Sara Wermiel
Sara Wermiel
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Date

of photo

2/19/2008
2/19/2008
2/19/2008
4/24/2008
2/19/2008
2/19/2008
2/19/2008
8/15/2008
4/24/2008
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View: direction
photographer is looking
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east from Mill St.
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Key map for photographs 1
Stevens Linen Works Historic District



Stevens Linen Mill, Storehouse No. 2, StorehouseNo. 4, Mill S. Bridge, Low Pond Dam

Dye House and Bleechery, Merino Pond Dam, Low Pond
Key map for photographs 2
Stevens Linen Works Historic District



r E NOr VALID

REVISED AND REPRINTED BY

CARTOCSRAPHIC ASSOC. INC.-~
PROfCSSONAL GIS CONSULTANTS

Nc« wnrsB

mx QviAuB
wuediarM
meoB matMt

nwi 9 WTMCCIS.

SCAIEE t" - too'

PROPtim MAPS

DUDLEY

MASSACHUSETTS

INDEX DIACRAM
131 12

Hip:

117



S//10/1Q

Sketch Map - Stevens Linen Works Historic District, Dudley, MA t North
For details ofthe sections of Stevens Linen Mill (M2), see Appendix B map.



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT GF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERMVI CE

NATI ONAL REGJ STER G- H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Stevens Linen Works Historic District
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE $£ GANIY: MASSACHUSETTS, Wbrcester

DATE RECEl VED. 8/ 05/ 10 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  9/01/10
DATE (F 16TH DAY: 9/ 16/ 10 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 9/ 19/ 10

DATE O VEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 10000751

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PR(BLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:

O'HER N PDI L: N PER QD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLRDRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

GOMMENT VA VER N

N NACCEPT RETURN REJECT ‘NMI?1'ZrflO DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY CGOMMENTS

RECOM / CRITERIA IVCCQIMf- A t/L

REVI EVER "‘cxJjaili. JMAJjin DISCIPLINE UlSMia/n
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLRY/' N

[f anomnation i sreturned t othenomnating authority,t he
nom nation i snolonger under considerationbythe NPS.

<ZZz


































































































































































































































































RECEIVED

F 10208 ~
MASS, HIST C

LOCAL HI STORI C DI STRI CT STXIDY COW TTEE
DUDLEY MUNI Cl PAL COWPLEX
71 WEST MAI N STREET
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September 4, 2008

Mr. William F. Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwedth
Commonwedth of Massachusdtts
One Ashburton Place, Room 1611
Boston, MA 02108-1512

Re Application for Sevens Mill Dudley, Massachusdts, for listing onthe
National Regiger of Historic FHaces

Dear Secretary Galvin:

It isour underganding that the owners ofthe Steven Mill in Dudley, Massachusetts, are applying
for listing on the National Register. The Dudley Loca Historic District Study Committee hes
been consdering possble historic Stesfor local recognition for the past twenty months. One of
the Dudley's truly impressve stesexamined by the Committee isthe StevensMill building.
Architecturally it isamasterpiece. It rgporesentsavanishing mill erathat sav untold numbers of
local textile workers existing through extremely difficult times inthe late 19th and early 20™
centuries. It played amajor role inthe history of acommunity and aregion when water power
sydem and mills such as the StevensMill dominated both the landscgpe and the exigence of
entire communities. When this mill disgppears much, if not al, of an entire mill erawill go vAth
it. Itisimportant to save this structure.  The Commiittee fully supports its placement on the
National Regiger.

Fease do not hestateto contact usif we can be of any further assstance.
For the Dudley Local Historic District Study Committee,
OamesL. Conrad J., Ph.D.

Charman

¢ Danid R. Hart
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May 25. 2010

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Attn: Brona Simon

State Historic Preservation Officer
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston. MA 02125

Dear Brona.

On Monday. May 24, 2010. by a vote of 4-1, the Dudley Board of Selectmen voted to support
the applications of the Black Tavem bam and annex and the Steven L.nen Works Historic
District both located in Dudley, Massachusetts, for inclusion in the National Register of Histonc

Places! It is our understanding that the Massachusetts Historical Commission will take these
applications under consideration at its June 9. 2010 meeting-

Dudley like so many other Massachusetts towns, Is rich in local and regional heritage. Our
community roots which include historical structures, have gradually disappeared over the years

and this is regrettable. Itis our duty to presen/e these architectural and cultural roots for
generations of citizens.

Your favorable review of these two applications would be appreciated.

Sincerely.

Paul Josdph, Chair
?ven Sullivan, Xice-Chairman
nthony \b\Dona\o, Clerk
fJan6” RunMfe

C/rjlatfian Huda(



The Commonwealth of Massac
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commo
July 20, 2010 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J Paul Loether

National Regiser of Historic Flaces
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleesefmd the following nomination form:

Stevens Linen WorksHD, Dudley (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and hes bean Sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties were notified of pending Sate
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the mesting and were afforded the opportunity

to commert.
Two letters of support have been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure
cC. SraWemid, conaultant

Pau Josgoh, Board of SHednmen
Edward Bazingt, Dudey Higoricd Commision

Dr. James L. Cored, ., Chair, Locd Higoric Didrict Sudy Committee

Seven Sullivan, Dudey Hanning Board
Gaoge Patason, SevasMill LLC

Dudey Mill Redty LLC

Mojar Entaprise LLC

Measssdhusdts Hlectric Co., Propaty Tax Dept.

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125

(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gatema us/mhc



