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received AUG - I M 

date entered J | | 
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historic 

and/or common Charles Street African Methodist Episcopal Church {̂ ¥̂ £e.3rP«d̂  ' 

2. Location 
street & number 551 Warren StgeeL I^TL^not for publication 

city, town B o s t o n fi^OicburyiP- K/iVicinity ot 

state Massachuse t t s code 0 2 5 county S u f f o l k code 0 2 5 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X. private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both worl< in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment X religious 
object N / ^ " process 

being considered 
X yes: restricted government scientific N / ^ " process 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Charles Street African Methodist Episcopal Church 

street & number 551 Warren- S t r e e t 

city, town Roxbury N / A vicinity of state MA 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffolk County Courthouse 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town B o s t o n state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
t i t l e C o m p r e h e n s i v e B o s t o n P r e s e r v a t i o a a s this property been determined eligible? yes J £ _ no 

Study 
date F a l l , 1 9 8 1 • ... federal state county - X - local 

depository for survey records B o s t o n Landmarks Coiranissijon, Room 8 05 , C i t y H a l l 

B o s t o n state MA city, town 

•& t ...... . . . v j . i . . 
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which represents St. C e c i l i a , t y p i c a l of f a i t h . I n the western t r a n s e p t 
a la r g e T i f f a n y window was once locat e d . I n three p a r t s , the window 
represented the Angel of the L i l i e s . 

John LaFarge was the outstanding American stained glass maker of the 
nineteenth century; h i s work played a prominent p a r t i n the i n t e r i o r 
d ecoration of T r i n i t y Church i n Boston. McDonald, too, was a well-known 
stained glass maker of the time. 

Other f u r n i s h i n g s which should be mentioned include the E. Howard tower 
clock w i t h two d i a l s , the b e l l cast by Henry McShane and Company of 
Baltimore, Maryland, the Hook and Hastings organ (now disassembled, 
i t was probably brought from Mt. Pleasant Congregational Church; the 
U n i t a r i a n U n i v e r s a l i s t A s s o c i a t i o n f i l e s c o n t a i n a b i l l from Hook and 
Hastings f o r $1096.05 f o r "organ a l t e r a t i o n s and s e t t i n g " ) and the 
"eagle l e c t u r n , carved by Kirchmeyer from cypress wood... placed i n 
the chancel" ,also described i n the abovementioned deed. The l e c t u r n 
i s no longer i n the church. 

The e x t e r i o r appearance of the church has changed l i t t l e except f o r the 
replacement of the red and blue s l a t e r o o f w i t h r o l l e d asphalt r o o f i n g 
and the a d d i t i o n of an unobtrusive glass e n t r y t o the narthex. E x t e r i o r 
e l e v a t i o n s show c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n t o d e t a i l ; f o r example, the Quincy 
g r a n i t e t r i m surrounds window openings and accents e x t e r i o r corners 
and b u t t r e s s e s . The narthex and other s u b s i d i a r y rooms of the i n t e r i o r 
have been l a r g e l y covered w i t h d r y w a l l and modern p a n e l l i n g ; however, 
the sanctuary remains l i t t l e - c h a n g e d from i t s o r i g i n a l appearance except 
f o r the replacement of some windows as noted above. New rooms are i n 
process or planned i n unused spaces below the sanctuary and above the 
narthex. 



8. Significance A l l Souls U n i t a r i a n Church, 551 Warren St., Boston 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_x_ religion 
1400-1499 archeology-tlistoric conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 X architecture education military y_ snrial/ 
1700-1799 X art engineering music humanitarian 

X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy - theater 
1900- communications industry . politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1888 Builder/Architect j . W i l l i a m s B e a l , a r c h i t e c t 
. » « , • ,., A l f r e d B l i a h t , mason Statement of Significance (m one paragraph) ., i-,-, 

Melzar W. A l l e n , carpenter 

The A l l Souls U n i t a r i a n Church r e t a i n s i t s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t ­
t i n g , m a t e r i a l s and workmanship. The church, designed by Boston a r c h i t e c t 
J. Williams Beal, was erected i n 1888-9 by the Mount Pleasant Congregational 
Church, which took the name of A l l Souls upon the completion of the 
b u i l d i n g . P a r i s h i o n e r s , such as f i r e engine manufacturer W i l l i a m Cooper 
Hunneman, were members of Roxbury's nineteenth century merchant c l a s s . " 
From 1929-1933 the church was owned by the Episcopal C i t y Mission and 
occupied by St. Ansgarius Swedish Church ( o r i g i n a l l y an East Boston 
congregation). I n 19 39 the church was acquired by i t s present owner, 
the Charles S t r e e t A f r i c a n Methodist Episcopal Church. This congregation 
had owned the Charles S t r e e t Meeting House since 1876. During p r e - C i v i l ^ 
War days, a t a l o c a t i o n on Anderson S t r e e t , the congregation's services . 
had been the scene of many s t i r r i n g a b o l i t i o n i s t meetings where W i l l i a m 
Lloyd Garrison, Wendell P h i l l i p s , Frederick Douglass and others l e d the 
f i g h t against s l a v e r y . ^ As the l a s t black congregation on Beacon H i l l , the 
move of the Charles S t r e e t A f r i c a n Methodist Episcopal Church t o Roxbury 
r e f l e c t e d the decades long movement of Boston's black p o p u l a t i o n from v 
Beacon H i l l t o Roxbury and the changing p o p u l a t i o n p a t t e r n s i n t w e n t i e t h 
century Boston^' The f i r s t s e t t l e r s i n Roxbury had been English. The 
neighborhood's m u l t i - e t h n i c character began i n the 19th century w i t h 
the immigration of I r i s h and German workers before the C i v i l War, followed 
by Eastern European Jews and small groups of Scandinavians, Lithuanians 
and French Canadians. Afro-Americans began s e t t l i n g i n Lower Roxbury 
i n the e a r l y 20th century. As a b u i l d i n g s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
excellence, i t s t r a d i t i o n and i t s h i s t o r y . A l l Souls U n i t a r i a n Church 
meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. . ' 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the church i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a major work of J. Williams 
Beal, a member of Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e of Technology's f i r s t graduating 
class i n a r c h i t e c t u r e (1877). He also desijgned the nearby H a r r i s Wood -
Crescent, a block of Tudor rowhouses which stands on Horatio H a r r i s 
Park i n Roxbury, the Walnut Avenue Congregational Church and E l i o t Church 
(18 8 7-9). As a young a r c h i t e c t , Beal was employed by some of the leading 
a r c h i t e c t s i n America — Richard Morris Hunt and the f i r m of McKira,Mead 
and White. He became a pioneer i n the s t r u c t u r a l use of concrete and 
designed numerous p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s i n Boston's South Shore area as w e l l 
as p r i v a t e residences throughout New England. Kis domestic and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
designs, and h i s imaginative d i s p l a y of plans and e l e v a t i o n s , r e f l e c t h i s 
e a r l y t r a i n i n g under the then Shingle S t y l e a r c h i t e c t s . I n a personal 
communication, h i s successor, Edward Poskus of J. Williams Beal Sons and 
Poskus, c i t e s A l l Souls Church as a f i n e example of Beal's s t y l e . 

The church windows i l l u s t r a t e the work of McDonald of Boston, a noted l o c a l 
stained glass maker, and of John LaFarge, the outstanding American stained -
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glass maker of the nineteenth century, responsible f o r much of | 
the i n t e r i o r decoration of T r i n i t y Church i n Boston. ?| 

The architecture and furnishings of the church are s i g n i f i c a n t not only 
for t h e i r high q u a l i t y , but also because of the use of Roxbury products: 
the E. Howard tower clock, the Hook and Hastings organ and Roxbury 
puddingstone. Parenthetically, the completeness of the building I 
documentation (as found in the files of the Unitarian Universalist I 
Association i n Boston) makes the church an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y h i s t o r i c a l j 
resource regardless of the importance of Beal, LaFarge and others J 
connected wi±h i t s construction and furnishing. ^ 

1 
The All Souls Church is among a number of architecturally distinguished later l 
19th century churches in Boston and the Roxbury neighborhood. I t is unusual | 
in Boston ecclesiastical architecture in that i t combines Gothic Revival and ' 
Tudor Revival stylistic elements in rather picturesque massing. 
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U n i t a r i a n U n i v e r s a l i s t A s s o c i a t i o n , Boston. MA. *' 

Damrell, Charles. A Half Century of Boston's B u i l d i n g s , Boston: 
Louis P. Hager, 1895, p.63: Warren Avenue Congregational Church. 

Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts; 1 Joy S t r e e t , Boston, L i b r a r y ; 
St. Ansgarius Swedish Church. 

>.s.». 
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The nominated p r o p e r t y includes only the l o t on which the b u i l d i n g 
stands; i t i s described i n Boston Assessor's Records as parc e l # 2608 
of Ward 12. I t s boundary i s as f o l l o w s : 

Beginning a t the southeasterly corner of the premises, assessor's p a r c e l 
#2608, on Warren S t r e e t , thence running n o r t h w e s t e r l y on said s t r e e t , 
eighty-two and seventy hundredths (82.70) f e e t ; 

thence running on a curve w i t h a radius of twenty-two and twenty hundredths 
(22.20) f e e t , f o r t y - t w o and f i f t e e n hundredths (42.15) f e e t ; 

thence running southwesterly on Elm H i l l Avenue, one hundred and t h i r t e e n 
and e i g h t y - f o u r hundredths (113.84) f e e t ; 

thence t u r n i n g and running southeasterly along p a r c e l # 2608, t h i r t y -two 
and e i g h t hundredths (32.08) f e e t ; 

thence running s t i l l s outheasterly a l i t t l e more sou t h e r l y by some 
f o r t y - t w o f e e t ; 

thence t u r n i n g and running n o r t h e a s t e r l y , along p a r c e l # 2608, one j , 
hundred and twenty and sixty-seven hundredths (120.6 7) f e e t t o the 
p o i n t of beginning on Warren S t r e e t . 

Containing eleven thousand and e i g h t hundred and twenty-four square f e e t . 
( S u f f o l k Deed L1832 f526, 1887) 

• ••ii.mmijii 



All Souls Unitarian Church 
551 Warren Street 

^ Roxbury, Massachusetts 

1" = 100' 
UTM References: 
19/328230/4686370 
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im owner objection 
CH appeal - • " 

Substantive Review: C] sample • request 

Working No. Al l f i 
Fed. Reg. Date:  
Date Due: 9//1 

Entered i n 
National Eegif l tgr-

Federal Agency: 

:CCEPT . 
RETURN. 
REJECT_ 

EH appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? d yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

m i good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

• ruins 
• unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph •• •••'::•• ^ . i . ^ - » . 
• completeness * 
• clarity - r-*' - - - • 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
• boundary selection ,-^-^y\\^¥ ^ v - • -̂
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Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
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02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

July 20, 1983 

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior . 
18th and C,Streets, N.W, 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

fy 

Dear Ms. Shull: . 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nonination foims: - >. " 

Boston -^Qiarles Street African Methodist Episcopal Church (local) 

Boston - Harrison loring House (local) 

Chicopee - Valentine School (local) ' : 

Gardner - HeywDod-Wakefield Conplex (local) 

Greenfield - Garden Theater Block (local) ' 

Monterey - Rock Ridge (local) 

P i t t s f i e l d - Allen Ifotel ( local) c t'^ 

Williamstown - Col. Benjamin Simond House (local) 

A l l have teen voted e l ig ib le by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Off icer . Owners were no t i f i ed of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded 
the opportunity to coninent. Caiments received to date are attached to the 
ncffliination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace 
Registratlion Director 
Massachusdttis Historical Ccranissicai 

GJ/hi 
Enclosure 

AUG - 1 1983 


