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1. Name

historic

and/or common Charles Street African Methodi st Episcopal Church {"¥fe JrRd'
2. Location

street & number 551 Warren Stgeel I"TL”not for publication
city, town Boston fi*OicburyiP-  K/iVicinity ot
date M assachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X. private unoccupied commercial park
structure both worl< in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object N/~" process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
nan@ Charles Street African Methodi st Episcopal Church
street & number 551 Warren- Street

city, town Roxbury N/A vicinity of dae MA

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffol k Count y Court house
street & number Penberton Square
city, town Boston gae MA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titleComprehensive Boston Preservatioaas this property been determined eligible? yes JE_ no
Study
date Fall, 1981 . federal state county -X- local

depodtory for survey records Boston Landmarks Coiranissijon, Room 805, City Hall

city, town Boston dae MA
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Continuation et All  Souls Unitarian ChurctfP'i """Maa 7 Peoe ©
which represents St. Cecilia, typical of faith. I n the western transept
a large Tiffany wi ndow was once |located. I n three parts, the w ndow

represented the Angel of the Lilies.

John LaFarge was the outstandi ngAmerican stained glass nmaker of the
nineteenth century; his work played a prom nent part inthe interior
decoration of Trinity Church 1 n Boston. MDonald, too, was a well-known
stained glass maker of the time.

Other furnishings which should be mentioned include the E. Howard tower
clock with two dials, the bell cast by Henry McShane and Conpanyof
Baltimore, Maryland, the Hook and Hastings organ (now disassembled,
It was probably brought fromM. Pleasant Congregational Church; the

Unitarian Universalist Association files contain abill from Hookand
Hastings for $1096.05 for "organ alterations andsetting") andthe
"eagle lecturn, carved by Kirchmeyer from cypress wood... placed in
the  chancel" ,also described i nthe abovementioned deed. The lecturn

s nolonger inthe church.

The exterior appearance of the church has changed |ittle except for the
replacement of the red and blue slate roof with rolled asphalt roofing
and the addition of anunobtrusive glass entry to the narthex. Exterior
el evations show careful attention to detail; for example, the Quincy
granite trim surrounds wi ndow openings andaccents exterior corners

and buttresses. Thenarthex and other subsidiary rooms of the interior
have been |argely covered with drywall and nmodern panelling; however,
the sanctuary remains little-changed fromi t soriginal appearance except
for the replacement of sone wi ndows as noted above. Newroons are in
process or planned i nunused spaces below the sanctuary and above the
narthex.



8. SlgnlflCanCe Al'l  Souls Unitarian Church, 551 Warren St., Boston

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_x_ religion
1400-1499 archeology-tlistoric conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military y_ snrial/
1700-1799 X  art engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy - theater
1900- communications industry . politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1888 Builder/Architectj . Williams Beal, architect

Alfred Bliaht, mason

Statément »of«Signiﬂcance. (m one paragraph)’"’ " \
Mel zar W Allen, carpenter

The Al | Souls Unitarian Church retains itsintegrity of location, design, set-
ting, materials and workmanship. The church, designed by Boston architect
J. Williams Beal, was erected | n1888-9 by t he Mount Pleasant Congregational
Church, which took thenane of Al | Souls upon thecompletion ofthe
building. Parishioners, such as fire engine manufacturer W I Iiam Cooper
Hunneman, were nenbers of Roxbury's nineteenth century merchant cl ass.

From 1929-1933 t hechurch was owned by t he Episcopal City M ssion and
occupied by St. Ansgarius Swedish Church (originally an East Boston
congregation). 1 n1939 thechurch was acquired by it spresent owner,

the Charles Street African Methodist Episcopal Church. This congregation
had owned t he Charles Street Meeting House since 1876. During pre-Civil 7
War days, at a location on Anderson Street, thecongregation's services .

had been t he scene of many stirring abolitionist meetings where William

LI oyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, Frederick Douglass and others | ed the
fight against slavery.”As thelast black congregation on Beacon Hill, the
nmove of t he Charles Street African Methodist Episcopal Church t o Roxbury
reflected the decades | ong nmovenment of Boston's black population from %
Beacon Hill t o Roxbury and t he changing popul ation patterns i ntwentieth

century Boston® The first settlers i nRoxbury had been English. The

nei ghborhood's multi-ethnic character began i nthe 19t hcentury with

the immigration of Irish and German workers before theCivil War, followed
by Eastern European Jews and small groups of Scandinavians, Lithuanians
and French Canadi ans. Afro-Americans began settling i nLower Roxbury

in theearly 20th century. As a building significant for i tsarchitectural
excellence, itstradition and i tshistory. All Souls Unitarian Church
meets criteria A and C of t heNational Register of Historic Places. . '

Architecturally, thechurch i ssignificant as a major work of J. Wlliams
Beal , a nenber of Massachusetts Institute of Technology's first graduating
class i narchitecture (1877). He also desijgned t he nearby Harris Wod -
Crescent, a block of Tudor rowhouses which stands on Horatio Harris

Park i nRoxbury, theWl nut Avenue Congregational Church and Eliot Church
(1887-9). As a young architect, Beal was enployed by sone of theleading
architects i nAmerica — Richard Morris Hunt and t hefirm of MKira, Mead

and White. He became a pioneer i nthestructural use of concrete and

designed numerous public buildings i nBoston's South Shore area as well

as private residences throughout New England. Ki s domestic and ecclesiastical
designs, and his imaginative display of plans and elevations, reflect hi s
early training under thethen Shingle Style architects. |1 na personal

communi cation, hi ssuccessor, Edward Poskus of J. W Iliams Beal Sons and
Poskus, cites Al | Souls Church as a fine exanple of Beal's style.

The church windows illustrate thework of McDonald of Boston, a noted local
stained glass maker, and of John LaFarge, t heoutstanding American stained -
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gl ass maker of t henineteenth century, responsible for much of
the interior decoration of Trinity urch 1 nBoston.

The architectureand furnishings of thechurch are si %nificant not only
for their high qualMY, but al so because of t heuse of Roxbury products:
the E Howard tower clock, theHook and Hastings organ and Roxbury

puddi ngstone. Parenthetically, theconpleteness of thebuilding
docunentation(as foundinthe files of the UnitarianUniversali st
Association i nBoston) makes t hechurch an extraordinarily historical
resource regardless of theinportance of Beal, LaFarge and others
connected wxh it sconstruction and furnishing.

The Al'l Soul's Church is anong a nuniber of architecturall¥1 di stinguished |ater
19th century churches in Boston and the Roxbury nei ghborhood. |t is unusual

in Boston ecclesiastical architectureinthat it conbines Gothic Revival and
Tudor Revival stylistic elements in rather picturesque nassing.
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Unitarian Universalist Association, Boston. M *
Damrell, Charles. A Half Century of Boston's Buildings, Boston:

Louis P. Hager, 1895, p.63: Warren Avenue Congregational Church.

Epi scopal Diocese of Massachusetts; 1 Joy Street, Boston, Library;
St. Ansgarius Swedish Church.
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The nom nated property includes only thel ot onwhich thebuilding
stands; 1 ti sdescribed i nBoston Assessor's Records as parcel # 2608
of Ward 12. |t sboundary i sas follows:

Beginning at t he southeasterly corner of t heprem ses, assessor's parcel
#2608, on Warren Street, thence running northwesterly on said street,
ei ghty-two and seventy hundredths (82.70) feet;

thence running on a curve with aradius of twenty-two andtwenty hundredths
(22.20) feet, forty-twoandfifteen hundredths (42.15) feet;

thence running southwesterly on El mHi Il Avenue, one hundred and thirteen
and eighty-four hundredths (113.84) feet;

thence turning andrunning southeasterly along parcel # 2608, thirty-two
and eight hundredths (32.08) feet;

thence running still southeasterly alittle nore southerly by sone
forty-two feet ;

thence turning andrunning northeasterly, along parcel # 2608, one J
hundred andtwenty and sixty-seven hundredths (120.67) feet to the
point of beginning on Warren Street.

Containing eleven thousand andeight hundred andtwenty-four square feet.
(Suffolk Deed L1832 f526, 1887)
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.substantive reasons discussed below

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition
excellent

mi good

o fair

Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
d yes * no
Check one Check one
| deteriorated e unaltered e original site
ruins » altered e moved date.

unexposed
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e completeness *

e clarity
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| Idates

e boundary selection

® eeeee N A - »

r-* - - -

l_/\_/\y\\/\¥ ANy- o AN

ale





















COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
July 20, 1983

M. Carol Shull, Chief

Nati onal Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior . fy
18th and C Streets, NW

VWashi ngton, DC 20240

Dear M. Shull:

Encl osed you wi || find the follow ng nonination foins: - "
Boston -*Q arles Street African Methodi st Episcopal Church (local)

Boston - Harrisonloring House (local)

Chi copee - Val entine School (Iocal) '

Gardner - HeywDod- Wkefiel d Conpl ex (Iocal)

Greenfield - Garden Theater Block (local) '
Monterey - Rock R dge (local)

Pittsfield - Allen Ifotel (local) c t»

Williamstown - Col. Benjamin Smond House (local)

All have teen voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Ownes were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to coninent. Caiments received to date are attached to the
ncffliination forms.

Sincerely,

Candace AL - 1198

Registratlion Director
M assachusdttis Historical Ccranissca

GJ/hi
Enclosure



