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Munger Terrace is situated on a steeply sloping site four blocks above the
central business district of Duluth, The principal facade utilizes the entire one-
block length of the site, Immediately in front of the building is an expanse of
open space, a large portion of which is now devoted. to parking for tenants'
automobiles, but was formerly a park-like setting for flower beds and fountains.,

Designed in 1891 and completed in 1892, Munger Terrace is a massive stone and
brick structure four storeys in height. The facade treatment employs a complex
variation of architectural elements which results in a highly individualized and
asymmetrical expression in the Chateauesque mode, The: termini of the principal
facade are circular towers with dormered conical roofs, Throughout the facade,
spatial variation is provided through projecting pavilions and towers and arched
recesses, The dominant pivotal feature is a five storey dormered pavilion; the
lower level is of rusticated stone, the second level employs pairs of round arched
windows, the third and fourth levels are incorporated within a series of six brick
pilasters, and the fifth level is crowned with a soaring roof adorned with iro
cresting, i

The main roof is basically a steeply pitched slate mansard which incorporates
a variety of wall and roof dormers in groupings; each grouping is treated with a
different gable treatment highlighted with embossed medalions, curved or straight
parapets, and finials,

Originally Munger Terrace comprised eight spacious apartments of sixteen rooms
each, The individualized variety of the exterior was echoed in the interior
detailing and plan. In 1915, the building was remodeled to provide thirty-two
apartment units which were often rented to immigrants to Duluth in. later years. when
the area experienced deterioration. Since 1915 little modification has taken place,
and the building has retained a substantial degree of original exterior and interior
design integrity.



Bl SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD o . AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING -—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 _—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —-CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
- —1500-1599 —~—AGRICULTURE ) —ECONOMICS _—LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC ——THEATER
}E.'l 800-1899 —COMMERCE —_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTAleN g
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY "_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _-OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES - 1891-2 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Oliver Traphagen

Frang;s Eitzpatrick

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since the time of its construction, Munger Terrace has been considered one
of Duluth's most architecturally significant apartment buildings., Designed in
1891 by Duluth architects Oliver Traphagen and Francis Fitzpatrick, this complex
of eight luxury apartments of sixteen rooms each which afforded an unobstructed
view of Lake Superior, was completed in 1892, It was owned by Roger S. Munger,
a prominent early developer of Duluth's grain, lumber, and coal businesses.

From its completion until 1895, Munger Terrace was rented and occupied by
the newly-formed Sacred Heart Academy which was the predecessor of the present
College of St. Scholastica, During the remainder of the 1890s and into the turn
of the century Munger Terrace was considered one of the most fashionable Duluth
addresses., The interior of the building was remodelled to provide for thirty-
two apartments in 1915, however, no changes were made on the exterior and much
of the interior detailing was retained,

Munger Terrace remains today as Duluth's finest example of the Chateauesque
mode as applied to residential/apartment architectural design. -
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