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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Guiberson house was begun in 1861, and was completed shortly after the
Civil War (Harvey, p. 12). 1t is constructed of local limestone, laid

in a random ashlar pattern, with exterior walls 18" thick. The main

block (35' x 16') is two stories, with a wood-shingled gable roof. Across
the rear is a stone lean-to addition. Lintels are broad and flat slabs

of stone. There is a stone chimney at either end of the roof ridge.

The main facade is divided into 5 bays on the ground floor, with entrances
in the second and fourth bays. The second floor has three windows, lintels
flush with the eaves. On the south side is a single window, located

toward the southwest corner on the second floor. The rear of the house

has two doors on the first floor ‘and ‘a single window, centrally placed, on
the second. -

On the interior, the main block is divided by a plaster wall into two

square rooms (16' x 16'), each with a stone fireplace. These were, most
likely, originally a living area and kitchen. The present kitchen,
approximately 11' x 16', is at the northwest corner, and a slightly

smaller bedroom is in the southwest corner. The second floor, reached

via a narrow staircase in the northwest corner of the main block, has

a hallway extending about 2/3 of the way across the rear, and three variously-
sized rooms across the front.

Interior walls aré‘plégtéréd, té set off plain woodwork and the wide planks
of the wood floor.

The principal alteration is the replacement of original window sash and
doors with modern elements.

The house is located on a corner lot in a residential area in the southwest
section of Winterset. Surrounding structures are principally of frame
construction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Guiberson house is a well-preserved example of stone residential
construction from mid-19th century lowa, Its simple form, without
embellishments, permits appreciation of the straightforward, competently-
executed masonry construction, which is the chief feature of the house. -
This house in one of a number of stone residences in Winterset and elsewhere
in Madison County, all dating from the mid-19th century, which display
similar qualities of simplicity and craftsmanship.

The house is the work of Calib Clark, an early settler in Madison County.
This stonemason is credited with other buildings in Winterset, including

his own house and the St. Nicholas hotel. The subject of this nomination
‘was built for Edwin R.Giuiberson, who came to Winterset in the late 1840's
and worked as the Lot Agent for the sale of property after the platting

of this county seat town. Guiberson was locally known as ''Judge'' Guiberson,
from his term as County Judge, a position to which he was elected in 1859.
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