
Iowa Site Inventory
Division of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
26 E. Market St., Iowa City, Iowa 52240

site Number 40-018-009
District Name______________ 
Map Reference #-___________

Identification 
1. site Name Kenclall Young Library
2. Village/Town/City V/ebster City_____Township.
3. Street Address 1201 \7JllsOn A —————

rnnnty

4. Webster City Lots 1 & 2

5. UTM Location: zone.

6. Owner(s) Name

7. Owner(s) Address

Urban: 
Rural:

15

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

431200 4700800 
.easting_________northing_________; Acreage.

f IVebstar Citv

(Street address) (City)
City, Tnwa

(State)

s. use: library OriginaL

subparcel
% section of V4 section

(Zip)

Description _^, ,__ • _, .^ 0 __._,_, „. .
9. nat0 ofrnn.t».rtinn 1904-03 Arrhifprt/ac,«Kc Pat ton &. Killer, Chicago

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard Q stone @ brick G board and batten G shingles G stucc° 

G other _____________________________________

n other institutional 
G3 public

D religious 
Q agricultural

12. Structural System: Qwood frame with interlocking joints n w°°d frame with light members (balloon frame) 
29 masonry load-bearing walls n iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls D reinforced concrete 
n "'her

13. Condition: j§ excellent G good Q fair Q deteriorated
14. integrity: _9 original site G moved — if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

Exterior sandblasted( 1975) •
15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn Q other farm structures Q carriage house Q garage n privy

G other _____________________________________________________________________
16. Is the building endangered? 0 no G Ves — if so, why? ———————— ] —————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up Q commercial 
G industrial S residential G other .________________.______________________________________

18. Map
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19. Photo 
Rr.ii 576 VJPW E facade



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 
19. Architectural significance

E3 a- Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
d b. Contributing structure C

Q c. Not eligible/intrusion
The Kenc.all Young Public Library, one of the truly distinctive libraries 
in Iov/a, far cur :asses other classical libraries in its lavishness. The fron j 
facade is predominantly rusticated masonry. This is found on the bevelled 
corners, v/hich reflect the diagonal corners of the reading rooms, and the 
\vide center pavilion \vith its convex sides. The distyle portico is ::..n a 
florid Ionic order, v/ith much relief decoration in the entablature and the 
pediment. The interior (Plan Type III) is equally elaborate. The delivery 
room is domed in stained glass and separated from the reading rooms by screen* 
of square darble columns. The reading rooms feature deep plaster cornices an< 
coved ceilings. In one rear corner is an art reference room (now used as an 
office) vdth walls panelled in v/ood.

20. Historical Significance Theme(s).
n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
n b. Contributing structure
J2} c. Not eligible/intrusion

—DHPFIR, 3. Dennett, P. Sckhardt, 1979,
21. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

—^Ql^3^^_Architect and News. Record. Vol. XLIII. March 1903. Plate of 
architect's rendering of exterior.

—Lee, J.V/. Ili storypof Hamilton County., Iov/a. Vol.1. Chicago: 
S.J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1912.' pp.if35-437.

—Kendall Younj^ andthe Kend all. Joung AJi1orar!Z_Q.f >%g"ks.ter City« Iov/a. 
\7ebster City: Library Trustees, n,

TC1 i p.r/n f.hPrepared hy
Address 61? N, Cnyuga ? Tthar.a 3 MY 1/frSSO
Organization

Date ____ August 
Telephone ^07

I960

For Division of Historic Preservation Use Only _,. . ._w

1. Office Information Sources on this Property Q Review and Compliance Project: 
[3 County Resource File ^
Q Windshield Survey 
Q National Register 
QHranK-ln.AiH-
D Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces 
a.
h
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—————————————— D Othpr

rPH.tn,m^ 360/26-^ & 1-6; 1303/6- r,
362/7; 36V7-1^5 387/29-Vi&1-2;
576/3; 362A-6.
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