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Constructed circa 1896, the Ferguson House displays characteristics of Queen
Anne architecture in its variety of textural usage and ornate trim. The house is
sheathed in wood siding with cornice molding and corner boards. The two-story
Ferguson House is topped by a hip roof with gabled bays. Two brick chimneys with
corbelling rise from the roofline.

The facade (north elevation) features a two-story gabled bay on the northwest
corner. The gable end of the bay utilizes flushboard siding and scalloped shingling
in a decorative triangular pattern. Pairs of double-hund.windows are found at both
first and second story levels. Located in the center of the facade is a small ornate
second story porch, which also faces the east elevation. The porch features a railing
with turned balusters and spool work, centered by an elliptical arch opening covered
in scalloped shingling. Extending from the roof directly above the porch is a gabled
dormer with a decorative wood design in the gable end. A one story hip roof porch
begins in the center of the facade and turns onto the east elevation. This porch is
supported by square wooden posts. A gabled extension of the porch marks the entry
on the facade.

The east elevation also features a two story gabled bay. This bay features an
ornate verge in the point of the gable end. A keyhole shaped air vent and a mixture
of scalloped and small rectangular shaped shingling are distinctive features of this
gable end. Single double-hung windows are found at the first and second story levels

of the bay.

The interiors of the Ferguson House feature decorative mantels and woodwork. The
most outstanding interior feature is the stairway located in the entry hall. = The
paneled stairway features an ornate newel post with a form of baluster composed of

spindles.

The Ferguson House rests on its original site in good condition. A good example
of Queen Anne architecture, the house stands as a reminder of Pine Bluff's past.
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The Ferguson-Abbott house is a different style of house, built when
most of the best homes being constructed in Pine Bluff were of the Queen
Anne Victorian style of architecture. What makes this house different
are the decorations on the two second-story porches. These decorations
are elliptical in shape supported by rod and ball forms which indicate
an Oriental influence on the designs of the day. The inspiration for
these decorations probably came from China or Japan. The other features
of the house show the typical Victorian influences of the era.

Calvin M. Ferguson, the builder of the house, was born in Chester,
S. C., April 15, 1852. He married Sallie Scott, a native of Chester, on
March 6, 1879, Mrs, Ferguson was the daughter of Winfield and Mary
McMullen Culp Scott and was born January 21, 1859, Ferguson was in busi-
ness at Chester for a number of years before coming to Pine Bluff in 1893.
He died in Miami, Florida, where he had gone for health reasons, on Febru-
ary 9, 1911.1 Mrs. Ferguson died August 4, 1958, at the Davis Hospital
in Pine Bluff, at the age of 99. The Feréusons had two children, a son,
Hinton H. and a daughter, Arie Elizabeth, .

When Ferguson came to Pine Bluff in April, 1893, he opened "an
elegant and fancy grocery store" at 328 Pine Btreet in partnership with
M. P. Russell under the trade name of Ferguson and Russell.3 Ferguson
later entered the wholesale grocery business with his son, Hinton. This
firm was operated under the name of C. M. Ferguson and Son and was

located on the southwest corner of West Third Avenue and Walnut Street
in Pine Bluff.

On March 8, 1894, Ferguson, for the consideration of $675, bought
the East 3 of Lot 2 Block 6, James Addition to Pine Bluff located on the
southwest corner of West Fourth Avenue and Elm Street from John Baker of
Pulaski County.4 Judging from the fact the assessment on the property
was increased in 1897, the house was built in late 1895 or early 1896,5

Ferguson's daughter, Arie, was born in Chester, South Carolina on
July 15, 1882, and married Ljeutenant John Quincy Nash of Barnesville,
Georgia on October 15, 1901, The couple had one son, John Quincy Nash,
Jr. Nash died and Arie married George V. Beall in 1917. The Bealls had
one daughter, Martha E., born on September 2, 1918, who later attained
fame as Mrs. John Mitchell during the Richard M. Nixon presidency.
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When the Bealls were first married, they lived with the Ferguson
family.7 Later the Bealls had their own homes in several locations in
Pine Bluff, but during the 1930s depressiony moved back into the Ferguson
home, Beall died and Mrs. Beall continued to live there until her death
December 26, 1967.

John Quincy Nash, Jr., also lived in the house with his mother and
grandmother, He married Louise McLeod Pugh after he was in his 4Os and
they had one son, John Quincy Nash III, who lives in Rhode Island. The
Elder Nash died February 7, 1973.9 After Nash's death, his son and
Martha Mitchell offered the house for sale. Before she died on May 31,
1976, Mrs., Mitchell signed the deed selling the old family home to
Mr. and Mrs., Bob Abbott of 902 Washington, Pine Bluff. The deed was
dated May 8, 1976.

The Abbotts have undertaken the restoration of the house which
had deteriorated considerably. At the present the house has been painted
and necessary repairs made to the porch. The interior has been cleaned
and ceilings repaired. The Abbotts have left the wallpaper untouched
and furnished some of the rooms with period furniture. They are allowing
local civic groups to tour the home and plan to make it available to the
public. The house has several featureswhich give it special significance.
These are the handsome staircase, the double entrance with bevelled glass
in the sidelights and doorsand the oriental-style decorations on the -
second floor porches. It is the only house of its design in the city and
is worthy of preservation.

The Pine Bluff Graphic, February 11, 1911, p. 3.

The Pine Bluff Commercial, August 4, 1958, p. 1.

Commercial, April 21, 1893, p. 3.

Jefferson County land records, Deed Book 24, p. 315.

Jefferson County Paid Tax Book 1896, p. 339 and Jefferson County
Assessments 1897, p. 335.

Weekly Commercial, October 12, 1901, p. 7 and October 19, 1901, p. 3.

Pine BIulT City Directory 1920-21. (Ashville, N. C., Culf States
Directory Co., 1920), p. 119,

Pine Bluff City Directory 1936 (Hebron, Nebraska, Baldwin Con Survey
CO.; I9367); D. 214 and rine Bluff City Directory 1939 (Parsons,
Kansas, Commercial Directory Co., 193Y), p. <15,

9 John Quincy Nash Tombstone, Bellwood Cemetery.
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Mr. and Mrs. Bob Abbot

902 Washington Street X A

Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601 )
Re: Ferguson House.! f;y\,ﬂ

Pine Bluff, Jefferson County

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Abbot:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National
Register nomination for the Ferguson House which will be presented to the Arkansas
State Review Committee at their June meeting. If approved the nomination will be
submitted to the National Register office in Washington for final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings,
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.
Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private
owner. It does however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects
that might affect a National Register property.

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an
information sheet on that tax act.

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination,
please contact Sandra Taylor of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign and
return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would appreciate
receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of this property.

If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will be assumed.

Sincerely,

Qé;fr/:)a 7 ‘-@OOC’[Q 7K

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

I approve of the nomination of the above property \\
to the National Register of Historic Places. Yes‘/// No
Comments:

/2y 27 1577

' - N/ A
DT; d 7/ 7/(gnature

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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