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The old Fort Pierre School was constructed just before 1900. As originally constructed, 
the school building had a small entry porch and a belfry on the roof that housed the 
school bell. In 1909 the building was remodeled into apartments. At this time the 
belfry was removed and a large porch added. The dormer window on the roof was also 
modified and the double window on the second floor facade was replaced by a door. At 
the same time a portion of the front porch was enclosed.

As it appears today, the building is basically Georgian Revival in design. The 
symmetrical facade and plan, hipped roof, double hung windows and doorway details are 
all Georgian Revival characteristics clearly visible through the remodel ings and 
additions.

As one might expect in a frontier situation, the house has little ornament. The 
paired porch columns, which were added as part of the 1909 remodeling, are the most 

prominent ornamental features.

Some general characteristics include clapboard facing, poured concrete foundation, 
and a wood shingled truncated hip roof. Lintels and slipsills appear on most windows. 
Bell caste hip dormers are used on each facade. A single stack chimney appears on 
the roof's rear slope. The rear facade has two enclosed entries on the second level 
and a flight of wooden stairs that lead to them.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Historically, the structure is significant as the first high school in Fort Pierre and 
one of the first in western South Dakota. Therefore, the structure is of educational 
importance to the city.

On May 31, 1892, the Bad River School District #5 purchased the property for use as 
a school site but apparently ran into financial difficulty and disbanded, selling the 
property to the Fort Pierre Independent School District on September 28, 1896. The 
Fort Pierre District paid one (1) dollar for the site and agreed to retire five 
thousand ($5,000) of bonded indebtedness incurred by the Bad River District. The 
President of the Fort Pierre Independent School District at the time of purchase was 
Mr. C. L. Millet.

There is no record that a school building had been erected on this site previous to 
construction of the old High School but it is possible as records do indicate that a 
school was built in Fort Pierre in 1892.

In 1899 the old high school was constructed and began operation. Mary L. Whiting was 
the principal and one of three teachers. From 1899 until 1905 only ten grades were 
offered (two years of high school prep and eight elementary).

In 1902 the school board separated the high school prep and elementary program and 
began the implementation of a full four year high school curriculum. Miss Belle 
Munger was the high school principal.

The old high school continued to function until 1909 when a new building was finished. 
This rapid turnover in school buildings is evidence of the growth of Stanley County 
during the early 1900's.
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