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1- Namft of Prnparty
historic name  Fellsmere Park Parkways, Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston

other names/site number

2. Lnr-ation

Street & number ~ West Border Road, Boundary Road blication
city or town Maiden vicinity
state Massachusetts .code_MA_ county Middlesex .code. .zip code 02148

3. Statft/FftHftral Aipanry Cftrtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this jX(nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
“meets ¢« does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationallyJ29"statewide ~ locally. (OSee cootinu”ioi® she”/Toi;,addjtipnal comments.)

1 -pi /O
Signature of certifying official/Tiltfe Cara H. r\l = State Historic Preservation Officer ' Date/
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property * meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Sen/ire Certification

I, hereBy certify that this property is: jijature ofihe Keeaer. Date of Action
Centered in the National Register .
« See continuation sheet. Uttl k AI | AAA.

« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Fellsmere Parkways
Name of Property

5- Classifiratinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ buiiding(s)
_ public-local jidistrict
jipublic-State _ site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston

6. Fiinntion or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION/CULTURE - outdoor recreation
LANNSCAPF - park, natural feature

TRANSPORTATION - rnad related

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

_N/A

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
.building
sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
RFCRFATION/CUI TURF - nutdnnr rer.reatinn

LANDSCAPF - park natural feature
TRANSPORTATION - rnad related

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation N/A

walls N/A
roof. N/A
other asphalt, concrete, granite, plantings

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

Fellamere Park isasmal, MDC-owned park that was established in 1893 by the city of Maiden,
Massachusetts, located gpproximately /amile south of the Middlesex Fells Reservation which
was etablished a the same time by the Metropolitan parks Commisson (MPC). Thecity of
Maiden transferred the 25-scre park to the MPC  in 1905, Two very short border parkways.
Boundary Road and West Border Road, were etablished in 1913 to define the eestern and
westem boundaries of the park. Fdlamere Park isbisected from north to south by Fellsway Eag,
and MDC connecting parkway that isdiscussed separatdy es part of the Fells Connector
Parkways nomination.

The park is hilly with wooded areasdefining Segp inclinesaround itsedges. The centra feature
of the park, Fellsway Pond, isascenic body of water surrounded by trails and open green spece,
making it popular es arecregtiona areafor the surrounding neighborhoods. Following the
topography of the area. West Border and Boundary Roads are st high upon hills that overlook
Fellamere Park, offering filtered scenic views of the pond and park. Theseroads, the subjects of
this nomination, possesscharacterigtics that are congstent with other border parkwaysfound
within the larger MDC-owned ressrvations such as the nearby Middlesex Fells or BlueHills
reservations. The roads are narrow, about 20 feet wide, without medians, and are very short in
length, each lessthan amile long.

West Border Road, Maiden (from Fellsway East to Fellsmere Road)

West Border Road (#1 on data sheet) isacurvilinear border parkway that travels in a north-
south direction from the westem edgeof Fellsway Eagt a its southem terminus to the southern
edge of Savin Stregt a its northern terminus, aong the eestern edge of Fellamere Park. Theroad,
traveling between 60 and 80 feet above s level, issat into ahill that risesto the west fromthe
park. The hill continues to rise from the west Sde of the roadway. Likeall of the border
parkways in the MDC parkway sysem, the dde of the road oppodte the park is largely
residential, consisting here of one- to three-gtory brick or wood-frame houses that dateto the mid
2" century. Many of the houses are concentrated near the roadway's northem terminus a Savin
Street because the Seep, rocky grade dong the west dde of the road has redtricted residential
development a certain points. Mogt of the houses are set above the road; their lots are fronted by
doneretaining walls and feature sairs that leed down to the sdewaksthat border the roadway in
this area (PHOTO#2). Maiden Hospital, which pre-datesthe park, is st onthe ridge of the hill
that bounds the west Sde of the road and overlooks both the road and the park. Stone dairs,
located near the midpoint of the road where the grade of the adjoining hill is Segpest, were built

(continued)
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from Hospital Road/Savin Street down to West Border Road. Another set of dairs leeds down to
the park from the southeest 9de of the road. Mortared granite retaining walls, the West Border
Road Granite Retaining Wall System (#2 on data shest), intermittently buffer the roadway
from degp drops and rises (PHOTO#1). These granite retaining walls dateto the early 20™
century and are consgdered acontributing feature, as a system, of the parkway.

The 20-foot-wide roadway is bituminous concrete, one lane traveling in eech direction, and hes
no median. Sidewalks are intermittently located aong the roadway, particularly neer resdentia
development at the northem end of the parkway and aong the eestem edge of the parkway neex
its midpoint, where the dairs described above lead down to the adjacent park. Modem pipe
railing a the back of the sdewak bounds the eet 9de of the roadway neer the Sairs. Vertical
granite curbing is limited and generdly gppearsonly where there ae sdewaks. Lighting along
the roadway isof the modern cobra-heed type. Vegetation along the roadway condsts of parsdy
wooded pockets of mixed-type trees. Most of the treesare relatively recent inage. Views adong
Wes Border Road are generdly along the corridor, except where trees have beaen thinned or cut
to permit scenic views of Fdlamnere Park and Pond.

Boundary Road, Maiden (from Fellswvay East to Prospect Street)

Boundary Road (#3 on data sheet) islocated on the east Sde of Fdlamere Park, and Fellsway
East. The roadway begins a an devation of 52 feet above s=a leve a its southwestern terminus
a the eestem edge of Fdllsway Eadt and risesto amaximum devation of 82 feet above s leve
a its northern terminus a the southem edge of Progpect Street. Boundary Road is located
immediatdly to the north of the intersection of Fellsway Eag and West Border Road. About 100
feet of Fellsway Eagt connectsthesetwo roads, but, because this ssgment is such asmall portion
of thefar larger length of Felsway Eag, it isnot included in the present nomination (rather, itis
address=d as part of the Fells Connector Parkways nomination). NOTE: while the 1986 Station
and Segment Plan included with this nomination shows the southem end of Boundary Road
intersecting Vista Street rather than Fellsway Eadt, it actualy intersects directly with Fellsvay
East. The National Regiger boundary for Boundary Road that hes been prepared for the purposes
of this nomination has been drawn to show the actua southwestern terminus of the parkway a
Fellsvay Ead.

Boundary Road borders the eestem portion of the park, which is separated from the west 9de by
Fellsway Eagt. Traveling north from Fdlsway Eagt, Boundary Road curves and rises dlightly,
then followsthe ridge of the eestern border of the Fdlsmere Park. ThisdSde of the park is entirely

(continued)
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wooded and offerslimited, filtered viewsto Fdlamere Park from the roadway. 1t is probable that
this areawas once clear of dense trees and offered viewstoward the pond year-round (PHOTO
#2). The eed 9de of the road congds of denseresdential development dating to the early and
mid 20" century. Like the housss that edge West Border Road, these dmctures are one- to three-
gory brick or wood-frame homes, here st about 10 feet ebove the roadway; the fronts of their
lots are supported by retaining walls, primarily of mortared granite (PHOTO #1), and there are a
handful of garages built into the hillside as well. Housesare generdlly sat high enough above the
roadway and the tree lineto retain filtered views of Felsmere Pond.

Conggtent with other border parkways in the Metropolitan Park Sysem, Boundary Road is
approximately 20 feet wide with no median. It istwo bituminous-concrete laneswide.
Sidewalks, aternately concrete and bituminous concrete, are variable dong the western sde of
the road until the roadway gpproaches Progoect Road a the northeest; aconcrete sdewalk
consistently borders the eest Sde of theroad. Vertical granite curbing occurs intermittently along
the parkway. Metal SStype barriers are located a gegp grades and drop aress dlong the west
dde of theroad. Lighting isof the colratheed type. Houses to the eest and woods to the west
frame views along Boundary Road.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtesare known within the boundaries of the Fellsmere Park
Parkways, dtesmay exist. Four Native Stes have bean recorded in the generd area (within one
mile). Environmental characterigtics of the parkways represent locational criteria (dope, soil
drainage, distance to wetlands) that both support and detract from their potentia to contain
ancient dtes. Prior to roadway construction, both parkways probably included well drained, leve
to moderately doping landforms within 1000 feet of wetlands. Landformsin the vicinity of Wes
Border Road are characterized by the curvilinear characteristics of that road while land surfaces
in the area of Boundary Road are rdatively sraight and flat. Most of the Fellamere Park
Parkways lie within 1000 feet of Fellsmere Pond, part of the Mystic River/Boston Harbor
Watershed. Given the above information, the presence of ancient Native American dtesis
indicated in the Felsmere Park Parkwayslocae.

Documentary sources dso exist that verify afavorable potential for the presence of historic

resources in the parkway locale. Europesn settlement has been documented in the areasince the

17" century and awide variety of domegtic, industrial, and commercia resources are knownin

the region and in the vicinity of neighboring parkways. Additional historical and archaeologica

research can document specific resources located in the vicinity of the Fellamere Park Parkways.
(end)



Fellsmere Parkways
Name of Property
8. Statement nf Signifinanra

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated witli events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is: Nen

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphir.al RfifftranKfts

_Middlesfix, MA_
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Community Planning and DevelopmRnt

Conservation
Engineering

Entertainment/Recreation

Landscape Architecture

Transportation

Period of Significance

Significant Dates

1913-1936 Parkways constructed and reconstructed

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Charles Eliot, Olmsted Brothers, Arthur Shurcliff

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
jLOther State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
Other

Name of repository:

Metropolitan District Commission, Boston. MA
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SIGNIFICANCE

Fellsmere Park was established in 1893 as a 25-acre municipa park located between Boundary
Road and Savin Street in the city of Maiden, Massachusetts Maiden transferred the park to the
Metropolitan Parks Commisson (MPC) in 1905. Eight yeers later the MPC designed and built
two very short roadways, West Border Roed and Boundary Road, to define the park's eestern and
westem boundaries.! Theseroads which are the subjects of this nomination, possess
charecteristics that are condstent with other border parkways found within the larger MDC-
owned reservations, such as the nearby Middlesex Fdls or the Blue Hills Reservation.

The Fdlsmere Park Parkways are significant for their rolewithin the Metropolitan Park Sydem
of Greater Boston. Both the roadsand the park reflect the design principles of Olmsted, Olmsted
and Eliot that were defined for the sysem and, later, thase of Arthur Shurcliff, who weas integral
to the redesign of Felsmere Pak in the 1930s The Fdlsmere Park Parkways possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association. These parkways met
National Regigter CriteriaA and C in the significance areasof Community Planning and
Development, Conservation, Engineering, Entertainment/Recreetion, Landscape Architecture,
and Transportation a the date level. The parkwaysfulfill the Parkways Regidration
Requirements for the associated Border Parkways property subtype, under section Fof this
Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination. The period of significanceisfrom 1914,
when the parkways were congructed, to 1935.

The land of the Fellsmere Park was originaly upland swamp a the beseof the Middlesex Fells
rock ledge, with Quarry Hill and Great Hill in the northeest corner of what would become the
park. The swamp was acquired in 1868 by indudtridist ElishaS converse, who dammed it to
cregte areservoir for his Boston Rubber Shoe Company located to the southeest in thecity's
Edgeworth section. (A duice gatewas located a Vista Stret, a the foot of Boundary Road.)
The City of Maiden was desded the property in 1893 for use as apublic park. The park wes
named "Fellsmere” a the suggestion of Maiden resident and parks advocate Sylvester Baxter,
who with Charles Eliot, oversaw land acquisition for the MPC during itsfirst two years of
exigence. Baxter, ajournalist, was astrong proponent of the importance of urban green goeces
and would be respongible, asthe city'sfirst parks commission chairman, for the creetion of a
citywide Olmged-designed park sysem. While the MPC  did not acquire Fellsmere Park until

(continued)

" Krim, Arthur. Fdlamere Pak, MHC foom H (MHC #928). Augus 2002. Unless atherwise noted, dll
further dates are from this resource
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1905, Eliot's landscape architecture firm, Olmgted, Olmsted and Eliot, was regponsible for the
design of the park on behaf of thecity. The picturesque design of Fdlamere Park reflects the
design principles of the firm and exemplifies the parks and reservations that were developed for
the MPC by Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot during this same time period. The park isdesgned to
follow the contours of Fellsmere Pond, with gently rolling and curving lanes and walking paths
In 1905, the MPC, later the Metropolitan District Commisson (MDC), acquired the park from the
city of Maiden, dlong with additiona land on the west Sde of Fellsway Ead, then called " The
Fellsway" and designated as an automobile parkway. In 1913, the MPC begen surveys and plans
for acquiring land for aroadway on the west dde of Fellamere Pond, and in 1914 it awarded a
congtruction contract for what would become West Border Road. Boundary Road, a short roed
extending eesward from Fellsway Eadt & West Border Road to Progpect Street, was an existing
road acquired in 1914 and redesgned by the MDC as aborder parkway dong the eastern edge of
the park. A 1918 plan for West Border Road shows a 25-foot-wide road, with sepsfromthe
edge of the parkway to Maiden Hospita ebove and the pond below.

In 1935-36, the surroundings of Felamere Park were dmost completely regarded and
relandscaped in accordancewith plans by Arthur A. Shurcliff, alandscgpe architect with the
Olmsted firm who hed trained under Charles Eliot. The park was redesigned in 1935 by the
MDC under the initiative of the Works Progress Administration (WPA), with Shurcliff serving es
the landscape architect. Both West Border Road and Boundary Road gppear on the 1935 plan. In
constructing a sone bagtion overlooking Fellamere Pond and wakways around Quarry Hill, the
WPA used materials and techniques that are resent in other WPA projectsin the area - for
ingance, the rubble and granite masonry with rough cresting used a Fdlsmere Park issimilar to
that used a the park a WaitsMount and Fores Dde Cemetery, both located in Maiden.
Alterationsto the park were mede throughout the sscond half of the 20* century, including a
World War || veterans memorid fountain condructed in 1956. New park shdterswere
condructed in2002. The park and pond are apopular year-round recregtion areafor the resdents
of surrounding neighborhoods.

Alterationsto the Fdlamere Park Parkways snce the send of the period of significance have been
restricted to minor maintenance such as repaving. Both parkways retain ahigh level of integrity.

(end)
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Name of Property County, State

10. Qeographir.al Data
Acreage of Property approx 2 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 328480 4699420 (NE Terminus, W. Border Rd) 3. 19 328400 4699020 (SW Term.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2. 19 328280 4699020 (SW Terminus, W Border Rd) 4. 19 328620 4699140 (NETerm.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title V. Adams, S. Berg, E. Maass, T. Orwig, PAL with Betsy Friedberg, Michael Steinitz, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date  March 20Q3
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone fil7-7?7-S47Q
city ortown  Boston .state MA .zZip code 02125

Additional nnriimfintatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owngr
(Complete this item at the request ofthe SHPO or FPO.)

name. Metropolitan District Commission
street & number. 2Q Somerset Street .telephone  fii7-7?77-5%i4
city ortown. Boston .state_ MA_ .Zip code_ 021Q8

Paperwork Reduction ActStatement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The Fellamere Park Parkways boundaries are drawn to encompass property historically and
currently associated with the roadways. Thisincludesthe parkway corridor and adjacent planting
drips, sdewaks, and retaining walls, where they exist. Where Sdewaks and planting stripsdo
not exist, the nomination includes all the land that extends back ten feet from the current edge of
the parkway. Thetwo roadways, which are discontiguous, are both immediately adjacent to the
MDC-owned parkland with which they are historically associated; the boundary doesnot include
that parkland, however. The specific termini for eech parkway are asfollows:

West Border Road: the southern terminus corresponds to aline of convenience drawn dong the
western edge of Fellsway Eagt in Maden. The northern terminusfor the roadway corresponds to
aline of convenience drawn aong the southem edge of Savin Street in Maiden.

Boundary Road: the westem terminus corresponds to aline of convenience drawn dong the
eedern edge of Fellsway Ead in Maiden. The northem terminusfor the roadway corresponds to
a line of convenience drawn dong the southern edge of Praospect Street in Maiden.

NOTE: while the 1986 Station and Ssgment Plan included with this nomination, the most recent
available, shows the southern end of Boundary Road intersecting Vista Stregt rather than
Fellsway Eadt, it actudly intersects directly with the latter. TheNational Regiger boundary for
Boundary Road that hes been prepared for the purposes of this nomination has been drawn to
show the actua southwestem terminus of the parkway a Fellsway Ead.

(end)



NPS Form | 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-00IS
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regigter of Historic Haces 7k Rkngs

Continuation Sheet Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS
Maiden (Middlesex), MA

Section number photo  Pege

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Emily Maass (PAL)
Date: July 2002

Location of negatives: PAL, Pawtucket, RI

West Border Road

1 View looking southeast dong parkway. Shows curbs and West Border Road Granite
Retaining Wall System.

2. View looking north toward just south of the parkway's northern terminus a Savin Stregt
Boundary Road
1 View looking northeast dong parkway from just east of Fellsvay Eadt

2. View looking north to parkway'sterminus a Prospect Street. Park islocated to the west



FellamerePark Parkways
Metropalitan Park Sysem of Greater Boston MPS
Maiden (Middlesex), MA

Digrict Data Shest

Name L ocation

Wes Border Road  Borders westem edge of

FlameePak
Wes Border Road  Border's West Boarder Rd.
Granite Retaining Wall
Sygem

Boundary Road Borders eestem edge of
Fellsmere Park

Date

late 19"'c.

ealy 20* c.

late 19%0.

Satus

Type



Name: BOSTON NORTH _ Location: 042° 25'41.5" N 071° 05'05 6" W
Date: 8/19/2002 ICNHircct Caption: Fellsmere Park
Scale: 1inch equals 1000 feet Maiden, Massachusetts

Copyright (C) 1997. Maptech. Inc.
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1. West Border Road
2. West Border Road Granite Retaining Wall System
3. Boundary Road
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
March 20, 2003 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Stregt, NW,  floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find the foll owing nomination:

Fdlsmere Park Pakways, Maiden (Middlesex), MA
Metropolitan Park Sygem of Greater Boston (Parkways) MPS

The nomination was voted digible by the State Review Board and been sgned by the State
Historic Preservation Officer. The ownersof the property werenotified of pending State Review
Board consideration 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to
comment.

We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson
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