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Pin-connected, 
steel 

9-panel 
Camelback 

through, 
6-panel 

Pratt 
through and 

5-panel 
Pratt pony trusses

span number:

span length: 
overall 

length: 
overall 

height: 
roadway width 

: 
clearance hgt.:

1 Pratt pony; 
2 Pratt 

through 
3 Camelback through 
160"0"(Camel.); 

100'0"(Pratt) 
753'0"
27'4"(Camel.); 

17'0"(Pratt)
16'6"
10'1"

end/top chrd: 
bottom chord: 
vertical: 
diagonal: 
fir./decking:

substructure:

2 channels w/ cover plate and 
lacing 

(Camelback)
2 rectangular eyebars
2 channels w/ 

lacing 
; 

2 angles w/ 
batten plates

2 
rectangular eyebars; 

1 
rd. 

or sq. 
eyebar w/turnbuckle

asphalt over timber/corrugated 
steel 

deck w/ timber
or steel 

stringers and 
rolled steel 

floor beams
uncased or steel-cased concrete piers; 

no retaining
The 

Prowers 
Bridge 

is actually an aggregation of several 
years' 

trussbuilding, 
contracted 

for by Bent County as 
suc­ 

cessive spans of the original 
bridge were 

replaced. 
First built as 

a 
pile bridge 

in 
1900 by the 

Kansas 
City Bridge 

Company, 
it received its 

first Pratt through truss 
in the 

summer of 
1902, 

erected 
by the Pueblo 

Bridge Company. 
In 

1906 another 
identical 

Pratt through was 
erected 

to 
Pueblo onto 

the south portal 
of the earlier truss. 

Three years 
later three 

long-span Camelback throughs were built on the north 
portal, 

also by Pueblo. 
The final 

span - a Pratt 
pony - was 

added 
in 

1921 after heavy flooding washed away 
the existing 

north approach. 
The 

bridge since that time 
has withstood several 

subsequent floods and, 
other than deck replacement, 

stands 
today 

in unaltered condition.
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Between 

1890 and 
1910 several 

multi-span 
roadway trusses were erected at major crossings 

of the 
lower Arkansas 

River 
in southeast Colorado. 

Placed over the river's wide floodplain at La Junta, 
Las Animas, 

Caddoa, 
Lamar, 

Carl ton and 
Granada, 

among others, 
they were as a 

series 
the state's 

longest trussed crossings. 
All 

have since been removed but 
one - 

this 
bridge at Prowers. 

The oldest remaining 
bridge over the 

lower Arkansas, 
it features 

the most successive 
spans 

among 
the pin-connected 

trusses 
in 

the state. 
The 

Prowers 
Bridge 

is 
interesting 

in 
its 

staged construction and 
is one of only four pinned Camelback 

through roadway trusses 
left 

in public 
use 

in Colorado. 
It is one of the state's 

most significant vehicular bridges.
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