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,Ay~Niszori<z Mare United Electric Co. Building

yo Sry. , '\
Wse: Original offices

Pr esent of fices

Ownership: Qu Private individual
Private organization

Public
Original owner United Electric Co.
DESCRIPTION;
Date i21Q_

Source Building Permit
Style Beaux Arts ClassicCigp
Architect Thomes M. James

Exterior wall fabric Limestone

Outbuildings none

Major alterations (with dates]

1927 - Compatible 3-storv addition at rear
designed by Kirkham s Parlett

Moved No Date
Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre

Setting Urban context; State Street main-

tains its feeling of an urban area, despite

several open lots and new buildings to the
west.
sheets here)



"APTteriSi, Statement

Hi storicPLaces.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGN FH CANCE  (describe inmportant architectural featuresand
evaluate in terms of other buildings within conmunity)

This building is a fine, exanple of the Beaux Arts style, andone of only a few
exanpl es which exist in downtown Springfield. The exterior hasnot been
al tered andretains itsoriginal integrity. Thebold design of the facade i s
three bays wide with two-story lonic pilasters set between the slightly
e o' recessed bays. The two upper floor windows are grouped as round-headed openings
with ornate spandrel panels between stories. The center entrance has a project-
] ing iron canopy with nice detail. Thebuilding has apromnent frieze and
modi | | i oned cornice, above which i s ac*jockface set in Classical fram ng.

HSTOR CAL SIGNFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and hQX the building relates t othe devel opnent of the comunity)

This building was constructed to house the offices of the United Electric
Conpany, which played a major role inprovidingelectricity tothe city from
the 1880's onward. | n1881, the first electricity in Springfield was provided
by Henry Fisk of Blair andFisk, |awnower manufacturers. | n1882, t he
Springfield Electric Light Conpany was organized but soon failed. |t was
re-organi zed and was able to provide electric lighting for the Bostonand

Al bany depot and for Main Street. |n 1887, the United Electric Conpany was
chartered as successor t othe earlier conpany, with capital stock valued at
$110,000. G deon Wells served asitsfirst president andHS Hyde as t he
first treasurer. Here for the first time, was an organizationready t o fully
address the city's demand for electric power.

United Electric in 1887 adopted the Westinghouse system of incandescent
lighting. Wthin the next year, they built their first power plant at the foot
of State Street. | tlater became the No. 1 Station of the Western Masachusetts
Electric Conpany. Electricity was used to pronote and devel op the downtown's
comrercial trade. Forbes &Willace was anong the first conpany t oinstall
street lanps t oattract attention totheir store. 1 n1890, the first electric
trolleys were providing service onMain Street. 1 n1904, United Electric
installed a |000kilowatt Westinghouse steamturbine which greatly increased
production capacity. Longmeadow service was initiated in 1912, West Springfield
in 1914.  The conpany continued to expand it sseorvice and capacity, except for
when i twas put out during the 1936 flood. In 1942, United Electric Conpany
was consolidated with the Western Massachusetts Electric Conpany, the |argest
supplier of electricity i nthe western half of the state.

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Building Permts

The Graphic, June 21, 1894
Springfield Scrapbook, Volune 28, p. 64.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Comnunity: Fam Na

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSON
Office of the Secretary, Bogon 17
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Indicate each itemOTlinventory form vdiich is being continued beow.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

It is an outstanding LocalL exampLe of early twentieth century <classical
revivalism; other related examples include several banking and insurance

offices as well as municipal buildings. Its architect, Thomas M.
James, was a Boston architect noted for his many bank designs.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
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clarity
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dates
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
Clarity

eapplicable criteria

justification of areas
checlted

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other
9. Major Bibliographical References

X10« Oeographical Data
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11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

...... rAhAr-nrn Da.e_Z£Z"E£2"7 Phone: 202 272- 3504

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet
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