
F̂ORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 
3000 117 

Town Sprinqfield 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black § white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 

Address 73 State Stgeefe 
7 

,^y^iszor i<z Mame United E l e c t r i c Co. Building 
yo S ry. ,t^^ 

Use: Original offices 

Present offices 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

"7 

Recorded by Margo Webber 

1̂  

Organizat ion Anderson Notter Finegold Inc . 

Date June, 1981 

Ownership: Qu Private i n d i v i d u a l 
Pr iva te organizat ion 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner United E l e c t r i c Co. 

DESCRIPTION; 

Da te_ i21Q_ 

Source Bui ld ing Permit 

Style Beaux Arts Classici sm 

A r c h i t e c t Thomas M. James 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c Limestone  

Outbuildings none 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates] 

192 7 - Compatible 3-storv addi t ion at rear 

designed by Kirkham s Par le t t 

Moved No Date 

Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre 

Se t t ing Urban context; State Street main­

tains i t s f e e l i n g o f an urban area, despite 

several open lo ts and new bui ldings to the 

west. 
Assessor's Map #307 
UTM Ref: 18/699430/4663480 (Staple additional sheets here) 
Springfield South Quadrangle 



"^PTteriSi, Statement 

• y 
H i s t o r i c P L a c e s . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This bui l d i n g i s a fine, example of the Beaux Arts s t y l e , and one of only a few 
examples which e x i s t i n downtown Springfield. The exterior has not been 

_ a l t e r e d and retains i t s o r i g i n a l i n t e g r i t y . The bold design of the facade i s 
three bays wide with two-story Ionic p i l a s t e r s set between the s l i g h t l y 

' • ••' recessed bays. The two upper f l o o r windows are grouped as round-headed openings 
with ornate spandrel panels between stor i e s . The center entrance has a project-

] ing i r o n canopy with nice d e t a i l . The build i n g has a prominent frieze and 
modillioned cornice, above which i s ac*jockface set i n Classical framing. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and hOK the building relates to the development of the community) 

This bui l d i n g was constructed to house the offices of the United E l e c t r i c 
Company, which played a major role i n providing e l e c t r i c i t y to the c i t y from 
the 1880's onward. In 1881, the f i r s t e l e c t r i c i t y i n Springfield was provided 
by Henry Fisk of B l a i r and Fisk, lawnmower manufacturers. I n 1882, the 
Springfield E l e c t r i c Light Company was organized but soon f a i l e d . I t was 
re-organized and was able to provide e l e c t r i c l i g h t i n g for the Boston and 
Albany depot and for Main Street. In 1887, the United E l e c t r i c Conpany was 
chartered as successor to the e a r l i e r company, with c a p i t a l stock valued at 
$110,000. Gideon Wells served as i t s f i r s t president and H.S. Hyde as the 
f i r s t treasurer. Here for the f i r s t time, was an organization ready to f u l l y 
address the c i t y ' s demand for e l e c t r i c power. 

United E l e c t r i c i n 1887 adopted the Westinghouse system of incandescent 
l i g h t i n g . Within the next year, they b u i l t t h e i r f i r s t power plant at the foot 
of State Street. I t l a t e r became the No. 1 Station of the Western Masachusetts 
E l e c t r i c Company. E l e c t r i c i t y was used to promote and develop the downtown's 
commercial trade. Forbes & Wallace was among the f i r s t conpany to i n s t a l l 
s t r eet lamps to a t t r a c t attention to t h e i r store. I n 1890, the f i r s t e l e c t r i c 
t r o l l e y s were providing service on Main Street. In 1904, United E l e c t r i c 
i n s t a l l e d a lOOO-kilowatt Westinghouse steam turbine which greatly increased 
production capacity. Longmeadow service was i n i t i a t e d i n 1912, West Springfield 
i n 1914. The company continued to expand i t s seorvice and capacity, except for 
when i t was put out during the 1936 flood. In 1942, United E l e c t r i c Company 
was consolidated with the Western Massachusetts E l e c t r i c Conpany, the largest 
supplier of e l e c t r i c i t y i n the western h a l f of the state. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Building Permits 
The Graphic, June 21, 189'4. 
Springfield Scrapbook, Volume 28, p. 64. 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comnunity: Form No: 

117 

Properly N a m e : , E l e c t r i c Ca 

Indicate each item OTI inventory form vdiich is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

I t i s an o u t s t a n d i n g LocaL exampLe o f e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y c l a s s i c a l 
r e v i v a l i s m ; o t h e r r e l a t e d e x a m p l e s i n c l u d e s e v e r a l b a n k i n g and i n s u r a n c e 
o f f i c e s as w e l l as m u n i c i p a l b u i l d i n g s . I t s a r c h i t e c t , Thomas M. 
J a m e s , was a B o s t o n a r c h i t e c t n o t e d f o r h i s many bank d e s i g n s . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S £VAUJATION / RETURN S H E E T 

MH*4 t t a t M 
4atiOMl Parti aarrtca 

United Electric Co. Building (Downtown Springfield  
MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working H6. AAy7/)7s^-^yUr 
Fad. Rag. Data:.^ 
Data Dum- / ^7f 78^ ~ / ^ / ^ - s - / ^ ' 
Action: ACCEPT. Action: ACCEPT ^ 

rasubmission ^ - ^ ^ T I I R M / V^ 'Vt f - ' 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant R E J E C T 
ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy: 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest ,! appeal NR decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

Racom. /Cri ter ia 
Raviawar 
Disclplina. 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: 
technicai corrections cited below 

_ _ s u b s t a n t i v e raasons discussad balow 
1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
•applicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checlted 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

X I 0 « O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 
<N> l l | i • « i n i l i l p i M i r t t 

l j L y > - ^ y ^ n y i n y ^ - ^ ^ 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
o( M* wmmni wmtm mm mmm ta: 

,1 mtnt loe»' 

I IMnuile rrmmmmmmn OIKcm tfnmtun 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

. . . . . . r A h A r - ^ ^ D a . e _ Z £ Z ^ £ 2 ^ Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for any Item may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS Focm IO-900-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the Interior , .m^immma.M m 
National Park Service For NPS UM only 

National Register off Historic Places '^'^ 
inventory—Nominat ion Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page '^'^(A 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Spr ingf i e ld M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

31. Hibernian Block ^'^''^.^^ ^^^^ <^^er ^y^jUA^^u^^AZiy^y ^A^7/ 

Attest ' 
EntereJ Tn tSa ] y ; 

^ 2 . Mcintosh Bui lding National Eeglater "jKeeper /pZUAy^^-^^ iyA^-^ V ^ / Z j ^ ^ 

Attest 
Entered I n t i e , ; Entered in tfie , ^ „ jZ 

^33, Willy's Overland Block National Eeglater fKeeper ^y(y-U^--^A^'y^ 

Attest 
Entere?[ Tn t i e 

'34. Haynes^Hotel Waters ilational Eegistec. ^keeper ZZ>7AA-''-^-^-7^^^<:^^ 

Attest 

^5. Springfield District 5iJiatftIjM2fl^R^^^^ Keeper 4^luc^ M ^ A ^ ^ J ATy/p, 
Count / 

Attest 
Enterea I n IE« i . , ^ 

"^36. Walker Building National Register fiteeper ^x^^U-cA-x^-^^^^^^,^.,.^ Y''A7^J> 

Attest 

Bui lding 

Entered Tn Uy-^ / o ^ 
National Register f i t eepe r ,^/-^-.^»-w-^f;^^>c^t^ 

^ . Radding Bui ld ing NaUonf l^EefSter ' ^ ^ P e r 

Attest 

i 
National Register 

I 

Attest 

Attest 

.39. Springfield Fire & Marine LgtelssrS H^Per ,AAA-.'^^^^7:^p<^ 
Insurance Company ' -

40. Guenther & Handel's ^^"'^^^^g^g^tiXfl Keeper 'fk^^y^'-^X^l'2/^^/'^ " 

Attest 



:^T10NAL R E G I S T E R OF H I S T O R I C P L A C E S CVALUATION / RETURN SHE 

Haattmtma 
denai Paft tarriea 

United Electric Co. Building (Downtown Springfield MRA) 

Hampden County 

MASSACHUSETTS ^ / J^^ ^^C^y 

Working No. /A/o7f^ Fad. Rag. n'at̂ - -g-/^' 
Data Dua- iAyy/i^y 
Action: -j^TAC C E PT Y,A7 

raaubmlaaion Entered In the RETURN 
nomination by paraon or local govarnmant National Register R E J E C T 
ownar objact ion Fadaral Agancy: 
appeal 

Subatantlva Raviaw: aampla ^ . r e q u e s t appeal _ _ N R decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

Racom. /Cr i ter ia 
Raviawar 
Diacipllna. 
Data 

aea continuation sheet 

• Nomination raturnad for: technical corrections cited below 
. . . s u b s t a n t i v e raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary parsgraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

tmai miaimmi 

summary paragraph 
comple teness 
Clar i ty 
-applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
ra lat ionship of i r i tegr i ty 

to signi f icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
othar 

9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

•Ka. ml mm prm 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed D a t e . Phone; 202 272 - 35 : 
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