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The Close House, built in 1874> is the most imposing 
surviving dwelling in Iowa City of the Italianat*'villa style. 
It was, in its original state, a most opulent edifice, with the 
dimensions of a mansion. It is constructed of brick two and a 
half stories high. The principal (southern) facade has a project­ 
ing pavillion (a former oeil de boeuf in the gable has been re­ 
placed with sash windows) with a single segmental arched and a 
double round-headed window on the second floor, and a one-story 
bay and imposing portal on the ground floor. To the north of 
the pavillion are double windows on each floor. The basic form 
is rectangular, with a long wing at the rear. All windows are 
arched, with heavy molded sandstone caps. There was formerly a 
widow 1 s walk, which has been removed, as has the portico and a 
Venetian hood over the window beside it. The elaborately bracketed 
cornice has survived. rn
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This house was built by C. D.'^Close, owner of the Close 
Linseed Oil Works, which stood diagonally across the street 
in the last three decades of the nineteenth century. The 
original cost of the house was $15,000. Mr. Close was also 
the owner of a local glove factory, which also was located 
nearby.

It is significant that even in the mid 1870's, Close built 
as opulent home next to his industrial ventures. This may 
indicate that there was no clear distinction between "work" 
and other aspects of life--a distinction which is now sharp, x

The Close House, now the property of Johnson County, is 
deteriorating and subject to imminent abandonment and perhaps 
destruction by the County.



Keyes, Margaret N., Nineteenth Century Home Architecture 
of Iowa City (lowa City, 1966), pp. 65-67.
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