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DESCRIPTION
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CESCR BE THE PRESENT ANDQR G NAL (IF KNOAY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE
The GAR Hall i safour-storybrick structure of rectangular floor plan, which
occupies almost itsentire buildinglot. Qnthenorth andsouth i ti s separated
from neighboring structures bysix feet wide alleys set approximately five feet
bel ow sidewal k grade level. Totherear (east) i saparking | ot which was formerly
the site of commercial buildings. The GAR Hall's facade i slocated on the
property line, facing asidewalk, i ti sconstructed of pressed brick with rock-faced

sandstone trim, while other walls (north, east andsouth) arebuilt of common brick
without decorative trim. Thebuildingi scovered by anearly flat roof. Al |l facade
w ndows above t hefirst story have bronze finished storm wi ndows (1970*s).

The facade is divided byprojectingbrick piers into twow de outer bays which flank
a narrow center bay. Thepiers rise from bases of dressed granite at t he sidewal k
to ionic capitals at thetopof thethird story; set onthecapitals are rock-faced
sandstone blocks from which thepiers rise (octagonal i nsection) toa parapet.
Recessed i nthecenter bayof thefirst sttory are alum num and gl ass double: doors,
surmounted, by a plate-glass transom Flanking the,entry bay aretwo store fronts,
both of which have bases with vertical board siding, alum numdoor and wi ndow trim,
and vertical boarding i nthepositionof aformer transom Entrance t othe northern
store front i scentered, while that of t hesouthern onei sset north of center.
Extending across thetopofthefirst story andserving asasill for second

story windows i sa course of nolded sandstone. Fenestration of thesecond story
consists of three, grouped wi ndows i neach outer bay andtwo, narrower wi ndowsi n
the center bay, al | of 2/2sash with single-pane transoms. Wndow lintels consist
of rectangul ar sandstone blocks set onsquare blocks at t hew ndows'; corners. These
bl ocks are supported by stylized foliate capitals. At thethird story, windows of
the outer bays aretri-partite, seti narched frames anddivided internally by
wooden stiles with stylized lonic capitals. Thecenter bay contains two narrow

wi ndows with rectangular lintels set onfoliate capitalswhich areidenticalt o
those of t hesecond story. Located beneath these twow ndows i sasemi -circular,
sandstone balcony with afluted base andnolded | i p.

Separating thefacade's third andfourth stories arethree courses of sandstone,

the toponeof which serves asthesill for thefourth story windows. Fenestration
of thefourth storyconsists of groups of three wide windows i n each outer bay and
two narrow windows i nthecenter bay, all with 2/2sash and rectangular lintels set
on blocks at the windows' corners. Over thecenter bay i sasem -circular sandstone
placque inscribed "GEN LANCERS PG5T 5" and"GAR"™ On a parapet above this placque
is a second placque bearing thedate "1885", Above thefourth story windows of the
northern bay i sa rowof circular sandstone medallions; this section has been re-
built i nthesouthern bay andthemedallions removed. A parapet extends thelength
of thefacade andhas a coping of concrete, tinted t oresemble sandstone.

Fenestration of thebuilding's side walls i sirregular. All, however, areset in
frames with |ow arched heads, trimed with brick. Centered ontheeast (rear)
wall i saprojectingfour-story bay which contains arear stairway and, at the

second story, aniron fire escape which leads tothenorth alley.
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The GAR Hall possesses integrity of location, setting, materials, workmanship, -
feeling and association and reflects thepopular nineteenth century institution of
the fraternal brganiza'tion. |t also listed themajority of prom nent Lynn business-
nen as menbers during itspeak i nthelater part of the century.
: L] . I : °

Organi zed onFebruary 27, 1867 at Taylor's Building i n Market Square, t he General
Landers Post'#5 of'th'e-' GAS.'. became aninportant s'ocial force fn'Lynn during ' .
the late nineteenth century and also becane t helargest GAR"fSost in'the United
States. | ntheearly years of itsexistence (1867-1868),Post #5 organized a

nunber of "fairs and bazaars" which drew as many as 20,000 spectators and encouraged
the organization's growth from 227 menbers i n1871tonore than 1,000 i n1885. | n
addition to GAR Hall, thePost #5 built and operated a theater (the Lynn "Coli-
seun; on Surmer Street) during thelast quarter of thenineteenth century.

Limted toveterans of theCivil War, thesize and inportance of theGA R gradually
dimnished i nthetwentieth century with nmenbership decliningtol191 i n 1922.
Eventually, theremaining nenbers established a Board of Trustees t o operate

the building'*s a nised munder theownership of theCity of Lynn, an arrangement

which remains t ot hepresent. ..

Prior totheconstruction of GAR Hall, theorganization occupied "Ckdet'Hall"
(1868-1870), t heMasonic Hall (1870-1871), theCross Building (1871-1881), al |
demol i shed, and, finally, theExchange "Bui lddng (1881-18""', " partially denolished,
all formerly in downtown Lynn. Around 1885, t he Andrew Street | ot was purchased
for $9,275 and ''p¥kns'weirG prepared for theconstruction of athree-story' building
with a mansard roof and small balcony at t hesecond story. For reasons unknown,
these plans, vihich shared decorative details with thepresent structure, 'were dras-
tically altered by October 26, 1885 when t he cornerstone of t hepresent building
was |aid. Contenporaneous accounts state that Frank G Kelley, alocal contractor
and nenber of the GA R, obtained theplans for thestructure but mentionno
architect. (It seems |ikely tiiat thebuildingwas designed by a Lynnarchitect.)
O April 26, 1886, t hebuildingwas dedlcated having cost $18,400 t o construct
and $5000tofurn|sh Lt e -

The Lynn GAR Hall, i saninmportant local exanple of Romanesque Revival archi-
tecture. | tisalso one of thefewlocal buildings of itsstyle pre-dating
the fire of 1889 which destroyed nost of the' cit*'s commercial atea. 1 n addition

to thebuilding's exterior which remains predomnantly intact, the. structure contains
an especially fine hall oni"tsthird flbdr. Measuring 56 feet by 46feet witha
20 feet high ceiling this hall was used asthenmain nmeeting roomfor the General
Landers Post #5of theGand Arny of t heRepublic. Original, unaltered interior
decoration includes decorative stencilling, brass lighting fixture (designed by
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Original Appearance:

Originally theGAR Hall had wooden front doors which were surmounted by a stained-
glass transom Both of thebuilding's store fronts were framed with wood and had
center-entrances. The facade's parapet bore crenellations, except at the center
bay, where thetopof thedate placque rose toa broken scroll pediment (now re-
nmoved) . Medallions also existed above thefourth story windows of t hesouthern
outer bay.
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FW Patten of Lynn) and furniture. Added totherooms walls i nthenineteenth
century i sa wooden grid which contains photographs of al | of the Post's nenbers

and provides a unique portrait gallery of nineteenth-century Lynn. The building also
contains an uncatal ogued collection of Civil Var menorabilia and , i n the

second floor library, an extensive collection of nineteenth century histories

of theCivil War. Furnishings of thelibrary arealso original and include

ornate bookcases built by Frank G Kelley, one of t hePost's nmenbers.
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PHONE REPORT MASSACHUSETTS H STORI CAL GOMM SSI ON

CALL TO FRWM ADDRESS: PHONE #
. , . ; BUSI NESS;
Phil 0'Donnell Speaker MGee's Office HOME
TOWN: ZIP
SUBJECT/ PROIECT NQ DATE
GAR Menorial Building, Lynn 12 February 1979

RECORD G- D SAUSSI ON

The Speaker of t he Massachusetts House of Representatives, Thonas MGee, would |ike
us t oknow of his strong endorsement of the GAR Menorial Building i nLynnfor
inclusion i nthe National Register of Historic Places.

| told himthat t he Conm ssion would bevoting onthe GAR Menorial Building

on Wdnesday and | forsawno problens i ngetting t he Coormission's approval for the

structure.

RECHVED
MR 12 190

NATIONAL
REGISTER

STAFF MEMBER: Kim
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CITY HALL 01901
STUART S. DAVIS JR.

1617) 598-4000
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Antonio J. iIHarino

>N

Febraar:™ 12, 1979 t-"-rolf

-e|lassachusetts Historical CcfrsTussion
294 Wasiiington Street
Boston, Massach'Jisetts

Dear Board :ier?bers:

This letter is to introduce the rembers of the 5oard of
the Graid I-xr.r/ of the Papublic, .'elsnorial Building, 58 Andrew Street,
Lvnn, 'tissadTosetts.

It has ccge to ny attention that these rreirbers have applied
for acceptance of the Grand Arm;' of the Repviblic as a historical
site.

Your consideration rec-arding tiiis riatter v.'ill ]Jy2 greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely,

A: MNOI-JIOOTMAPNO/ : layor



SPEAKER'S ROOM
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133

THOMAS W. McGEE ) o
SPEAKER kpKj~L 9, 1979

MA. IfJIH/am J.UuZitagh

Keeper (O3 the. NatconxZ RegaGteA.
Unitzd Sdtedi Vtpozvbnzwt Ofjthi  Intztlofi
Wtuhzngton, V.C. 20243

VnoA MfL. UuAtagh:

I cmwhAjtlYig. to ifoa tn fizZ"Mfimez to“the, G.A.R.  Halt
and Ma6euj?! tn Lynn,’ H<U6achiu,ztti> and tho/*coMtdiziation oi
lamz ioh.llittng tn the Mattonal Re.gtj>te.A o” Htitoftic  Places.

VouA aon/itdeAatton wtlt be cyiiattij appfizcyiatzd by att
the. cJJJ..zenfiy of) the. Ctty o™ Lynn.
Mtth kind pzA™onal Ae.gaM.d6.

Stncedttty, n A

Thomoi W. McGee
Soeafee- 0" the Hoabe

TWU/h
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ICyin ilBtartrd “artety, 3.

125 GREEN STREET. LYNN. MASSACHUSETTS 01902

TELEPHONE 592-2465

April 9. 1979

Dr. Vyllllam J. Murtasrh, Keeper of theNational Resrister
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

Department of the Interior

Washi ngton, D”. 20243

Dear Dr. Mirtagh,

h behal f of thelynn Historical Society, | amwriting
to express oursupport of theproposal tolist xhe “rand Arny
of theRepublic Hall of Lynn i ntheNational Register, This
-terrtlding" contains theliifiiixdl 1&5 meeting hall of t helLynn
GA R Chapter with all itsfurnishings, as well asseveral
roons which are being developed Into a nuseum of local mili-
tary history. The meeting hall and Itscontents are | nneed
of extensive conservation work which i sbeyond t he neans of
the city budget and which should betaken care of i nthenear
future 1 ftheorlcrinal fittings aret o be preserved. The
lack of cultural resources I nthis city nake theeffortsof
the Tr.ustees toturn the GAR Hall into ahistoric site and
museum particularly comrendabl e and we feel this nomnation
for theregister merits seriousconsideration,

AL Nifierdly,

Faith Magoun”
Director
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aTY & LY\N
CHPARTMENT G- CMUIN TY CEVEH . QAVENT

LYNN CITY HALL - ROOM 315 « LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS 01901
Telephone: (617)598-4000 Ext. 37

EDWARD T. CALNAN
Executive Director In Ry Rfer T
370/J3C:js
Ser. #535
April 10, 1979

M. WilliamJ. Murtagh

Keeper of t he National Register

United States Department of t he Interior
Heritage Conservation andRecreation Services
Washi ngton, DC 20243 n " n

Dear M. Murtagh:

V¢ are pleased t ohear of your intent t oconsider the Grand
Arnmy of t he Republic Building forlisting i ntheNational Regis-
ter of Historic Places. ~

The GARpost was thelargest i ntheUnited States andi s one
of thefewleft i nthecountry. Thebuilding nowserves as a
memorial t ot henmen who fought i ntheCivil War. The GAR's ori -
ginal meeting hall i svirtually intact, andi soneof theCity's
most i mportant Victorian interiors.

The Lynn Department of Community Devel opment has supported
the efforts of the GAR trustees t orestore andmaintain this urban
historic asset. DD funds have been expended t oenhance the GAR s
val uable exhibits andincrease access toit. Ve wholeheartedly
lend our support t ofuture activities which would provide increased
recognition of this historical entity andurge yout ofavorably
consider listing the GAR memorial building i ntheNational Register
of Historic Places.

I'f we canbe of further assistance with regard t oadditional
information, please do not hesitate t ocontact this office.

Sincerely,

Edward T. Cal nan
Executive Director

cc: M. Gilbert J. Lauzon,
Acting Chairman
GAR Trustees
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TIWerm”-frettAm*. chairman ELEANOR GUTHERIE, Tmsfee

JOSEPH E. SHANAHAN, Corresponding Secretary D. JOSEPH CONNERY, Trusree

EDMUND T, GIRARD. flecorcf,ng Sec/-e(ary JAMES O. WILLIAMS, Trustee
GILBERT J, LAUZON, Trustee

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
GRAND ARMY MEMORIAL BUILDING
58 ANDREW STREET
LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS 01901

TELEPHONE: 599-3055
VIL.WtMtojn  JJ.kiAtagk Ap/itl 13,1979
Keeper the. national  V.zgt6tsA
HezUXage. Coiuezwa-tion S V.e.cAe.ation SeAvtae,
VzpaAtmtnt oi tht  InteAloA
WaZzZ)htngton,V.C.

Vevi VoctoA HuAtagh
Tt woi, m:h a gAzat dual o) pZtaMLAe,pAtdt and hops, that T

opzntd youA ZetzttMi of) the. tu)tntlexh ojxd'ivaKd'tliat OVLA ptta tn 1/ouA capahta ka.nd&.

The. BooAd o/t TAu.ittez> {\e.eZ that the.. "(}Aandanmy oi thz Re.pahltc." UmoAtaZ BuUl.d"~~~'~-s
tng ihouZd be, on the. Motional Tle.gt&teAyLS-a~ZMting memoAixL| to tht bAavt mtn oi Lijnn,
Mho 60 nobly At*pondtd to thelJi govtAmntnti call .to oAjn*tn 1S61.

AccoAding to -tht tatt VA ZidioAd Halt, AAdtivtit i0A .tht itatt oi Ha"“6achLiittt6,
OUA EiuZdZng tA tht la&.t GAAR Eutlding tn tht itatt that. ~ &ttt matntatntd j'lUt
a6 tt i/Ja& whtn thty la&t mit htAt and ,iaAtheli, ont oi tht -lait tltOvittn 6uch
Bixtldtngi -ttit tn tht uAoZt coixntAy.

Tht C-ity oi Lynn haj> WAy, wtAy ZMttZt Itit oi 6tgntitcanat IvUtoAtc. valut and
t!"ul> ti, ont o OUA main Ata6on6 i0A OuA Atgat™tng that tt bt pZactd on tht
Mattonal lititoAit  Sttz> Ltz>ting &o that o0aA cl-dJidAtn, gAandditidAtn and tht
dUtdAtn ol tht iatuAt mtglvt havt 6omttking to Aemtnd thtm oi tht "?at/U.ottém",
and "Loyalty" oi thelJA I0At-iatheJU.

| am tncZo&tng a aoapit oi tnttAt6tU.ng aAttclez> about tht Baildtng tluvt T ftope
wtlZ iiiAthtA atd ouA humblt  AtqutAt.

Tht BooAdoi TAiutteA lotshti to -thank uoii 10A youA conz>tdtAatton and hopt tliat
QUA dAtami, and hopti lotlZ bt Ataltzd tn tht WAy ntoA iatuAt.

Thank tjoa
aa MayOA HoAtno JOSEPH E. SWAUAHAU,ScAeXaAy
Ttlt BooAd oi TAiutteZ)

the- 3












NICtIOLAS MAVROULES DISTRICT OFFICES:
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/Ny €onm™ d tieWinth goee 'TACTTOI9y

WAFNGION CFHCE ANO UMt OfMPXtittItUutilit& {@ﬂ%m

1204 LxHeGwoRTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILOINO MASSACHUSETTS

"aod's™Maas™ fflia«tim3ton, 39.C. 20515 (1) 272474 9]

my 2?2r

April 18, 1979

Dr. Wiilliam J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service

Department of the Interior

Pension Building, 440GStreet, NW

Washington, DC 20243

Attn: NM
Dear M. Murtagh:

| amwriting t ourge yout oinclude the Grand Arnyof
the Republic Memorial Building, which is locatedi n
Lynn, Massachusetts, onthe National Register of
Historic Places.

| have visited this building onoccasion and found

it fascinating. | nthe past, i tplayed a central

role i nthe conmmunity andeven today, i t continues

as aunique andimportant symbol of the history of Lynn.

This builidng was constructed i n 1885 by the nenbers
of the General Lander Post #5, GAR - the largest
veterans organization inanycity inthe United States.
Many nmenbers of that Post were |eading nenbers of the
community - sonme of whomnade the initial efforts which
brought electricity andultimately. General Electric,
to the city of Lynn. Their photos, memoribiliaand
records, which are still ondisplay inthe Grand Arny
of the Republic Building, provide aremarkable collection
of primary historical sources aswell as enhancing

a sense of continuity andheritage t othe citizensof
Lynn.

The Grand Arny Building served as a meeting house, for
minstrel shows. New England bean suppers and sporting

events. | tis believed t obethe last such building
in Massachusetts andoneof the remaining 13in t he
country. I twould truly be atragedy i f steps are not

taken i nthe near future t opreserve andprotect this
structure.



Dr. VJilliam J. Murtagh
April 18, 1979
Page 2

Incredible steps have been nmade i nrecent years toward
the revitalization and redevel opment of Lynn. Al |

who arefamiliar with thearea areoptimistic and
excited over thecity's progress. | believe that

your decision tolist theGand Arny of t heRepublic
Memorial Building on theNational Register would
further support thecity's redevel opment efforts

and likewise, thecity's efforts will greatly enhance
the status of the Building.

| urge youtocarefully consider ny remarks regarding
this situation. | would be grateful i fyou would
keep ne informed of thestatus of your decision

Wth warmregards.

Sincerely,

Ni chol as Mavroul es
Menber of Congress

NM cr h
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WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS., CHAIRMAN

HARRISON A. WtLLIAMS. JR. N.J JAKE GARN, UTAH

ALAN CRANSTON, CALIF. JOHN TOWER, TEX.

ADLAI E. STEVENSON. ILL. H. JOHN HEINZ 111, PA,
N, N.C. WILLIAM L. ARMSTRONG. COLO.
LE, JR., M[i NANCY LANDON KASSEBAUM. KANS.

A N A\ i
ITg;iRyDA,LA RICHARD G. LUGAR, IND. CnHCb I Cd ea Cn al e
IGAS, MASS.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING. HOUSING, AND
KENNETH A. MC LEAN, STAFF DIRECTOR URBAN AFFAIRS
DANNY WALL, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR
MARY FRANCES DE LA PAVA, CHIEF CLERK WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

April 23, 1979

M. WIilliam J. Mirtagh

Keeper of t he National Register

United States Departnent of the lnterior
Heritage ConservationandRecreation Service
Pensi on Building

440 G Street, NV

Washington, DC 20243

Dear M. Murtagh:

The Board of Trustees of theGand Arny Menorial Buildingi n
the City of Lynn, Massachusetts, hasrequested ny support f or
the placement of t heRepublic Menorial Building on the National
Regi ster of Historic Places.

| heartily endorse theefforts of theBoard of Trustees and
hope that youwill favorably consider the”om nation.

Paul E Tsongas

PET: dsj

“oK-yifl;
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Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e James U. Shannon Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski

Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washi ngt on Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
NR Byers/bjr 5/ 8/ 79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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Honorabl e Paul E. Tsongas
United States Senate
Washi ngton, D C 20510

Dear Senator Tsongaa:

Thank you f or your Inquiry of April 23, 1979, concerning t he nom nation
of the O.AR Hetaorial Uall, Essex CountY. Masachaaetts. tothe National
Regi ster of Ristorlc FiAces. ' "ot

He arepleased tolnformyouthat the GAR Msiorlal Hall was entered
In the national Register onMy 7, 1979. Enclosed | sa leaflet which
describes the National Register.

If we canbe of further assistance toyou, pleasel et us know W
appreciate your Interest i nhistoric preservation.

Sincerely,

Chris Therral Del aporte
Di rector

Encl osure

cc: Ms. Patricia L. Wsl owski

Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 \Washi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

bcc: Director's Reading File
Chi ef, OGP
FHR Lunpki n
AR
a/ RrR- 7181

AR B Frandsen: | w 343- 6401

("ASCFILE RETANDD I N N\R
ESSEX GANTY, MSSACHEETTS
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Honarable Nidhdats Mavradet
House of Representatives
Washingon, D.C. 2815

Dear Mr, Mavroules

Thtttic you for yaur inquiry o April IS, 1979, to Dr. ViHiam J. Murtagh concerning
thenomination of t#> CA.  Hal ~MBMy*i County, Massachusetts,
to the Natimukl p-p'-tT ™' —A " ' "I

We arepleasad to inform you that this property ?/asentered in the National
Regiger on May 7,1979. Endosed isafact sheat which describestm Itational
Regiger program.

If wecan be d further assstance to you, please let usknow. We ai*jreclate
year inten»t in historic prawmration.

Sncerdy,

ChrisTherra Ddaporte
Director

Endoaure

CCJ

Mrs Patricia L. Wedow”?
Executive Director

M assachusatts Higorical CommisdMi
29 Wadhingon Street

Bogon, Mawachusts 210S

bet

FHR-CL / ~ ~ i OH
DirectctM” Reading File y»
FHRi S UGHTNER:wci 95/R/79: iky-fA®
\Y BA&C FILE RETAINED IN NR



