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Set on a large flat parcel of farmland, surrounded to the
east, north, and west by the South Branch of the Raritan River,
the Huff Farmstead has remained wholly intact and basically
unaltered since the buildings' construction in 1842. The farm
itself consists of some 200 acres.

The Huff House is a 2 1/2 story L-form domestic Greek
Revival farmhouse.

The main unit of the building is a 2 1/2 story rectangular
5 bay clapboard structure with a gable roof that has a short
overhang in the front. The roof has wooden shingles. There
are double chimneys on each gable end facade. The west facade
has exposed brick firebacks.

The center hall entranceway has the typical Greek Revival
rectangular sidelights and fanlight. Appended to the front
facade is a one story porch over three bays, said to have been
built shortly after the house's construction. This porch has
four support columns of the Ionic order; three of which are
original, the fourth a crude modern simulation.

The windows of the front unit are 6/6 sash with the second
floor having louvered shutters and the first floor paneled
shutters.

Most of the East facade (gable end) is shielded by a
one story woooden porch with four columns. The columns have
crude flat Ionic capitals and the entire porch appears to
have been added either in the late 19th or early 20th
century. A side doorway, appearing to be late Victorian,
has been added to this gable end facade, further giving
credence to the theory of the later addition of the porch.

The foundation is constructed of roughly coursed rubble
stone, indigenious to the region.

The interior of the main unit is very simple; having a center
hall with two rooms to either side of the hall. The stairway in
the hall is off to the side, against the partition of the east
rooms. The front rooms are somewhat larger than the back rooms
and all have fireplaces with Greek Revival mantels. The upstairs
floor plan is identical to the first.

The roof, with its hand hewn rafters, is mortise and
tenoned at the ridge line, but lacks a ridge pole.
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The wing to the rear of the structure is a long 4 bay
two story clapboard unit which probably functioned as kitchen
facilities, as it does presently. This unit creates the L-
form of the farmhouse. The wing is not as high as the main
unit and has a lower pitched gable roof. The windows are
all small paned 6/6 sash with louvered shutters. The brick
chimney with corbeled cap is near the end, between the first
and second bays. There is a full length one story wooden
porch along the linear facade of this wing. The northern
third of this porch is enclosed. The opposite facade has a
smaller one story wooden porch covering the first three
bays; two of which are doorways. The foundation of the
entire wing is rubble stone.

The interior of the entire buidling has been little altered
throughout the years. Only the most necessary improvements
have been completed.

Electricity, of course, was added, probably in the 1930's.
And the kitchen is also of that period. Sanitary facilities,
however, are not provided in the structure. 1Instead, a 1930's
detached outhouse exists just to the rear of the wing.

Other buildings on the farm include two large two story
barns with double sliding barn doors on the linear facade. 1In
addition, there are several smaller sheds and outbuildings, all
dating from the late 19th or early 20th century, to complete this
farm complex.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
" Agriculture

This farmhouse and outbuildings, by their few exterior
alterations, reflects the relative stability of New Jersey
farms throughout the second half of the 19th century and first
half of the 20th century.

owned and operated as a farm by the Huff Family until .
1972, a member of the Huffs still resides in the house, acting
as caretaker to the premises.

Tunis Huff (1797-1850's) constructed the house in 1842.
In 1850 Huff, a farmer, owned 175 acres of improved land and
25 acres of unimproved land valued at $13,000. Not a major
agricultural farmer, Tunis, was typical of the numerous
agricultural farmsteads of the mid-19th century. Fast
disappearing throughout New Jersey the survival of this farm-
stead in its original configuration, even down to the acreage,
is somewhat of a rarity in the county and township.

According to the 7th United States Census Huff possessed
7 horses, 8 cows, 2 oxen, 2 cattle, 20 sheel, 17 swine - live-
stock valued at nearly $1,000 in 1850. He also produced 350
bushel of wheat, 75 bushel of rye, 1500 bushel of corn, and
800 bushel of oats. The relative size of Huff's farm was
somewhat larger than the average farm within the township, but
not exceptionally huge, by any means.

Abraham T. Huff, son of Tunis, according to the 8th United
States Census owned the farm ten years later. While essentially
the same acreage, the farmstead was then valued at $17,000;
indicating either an increase in real estate value or an
inflationary spiral.

Political

While Tunis Huff was not known to hold any political office,
Abraham was a surrogate for Somerset County during the 3rd quarter
of the 19th century, an officer in the Franklin Agricultural
Society of Somerset, New Jersey (Inc. 1857), vice-president of
the Farmers and Manufacturer's Association (Inc. 1870), and a
member of the New Jersey Assembly in 1868; further indicating
the regional importance of the farmstead and its owners.
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