
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

•MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of form  
Photo number | Q (^J - 5" 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

30M-5-77 
A 

In Area no. Form no. 

mc 
MID CAMB. I I B U 

1- Town c.arr^hr'i,^^^ 

A'^dress 21 K i r k l a n d S t r e e t 

Name T r e a d w e l l - S p a r k s House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y 

3. Description: 

Date 18 3 8 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style Regencv/Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect W i l l i a m S a u n d e r s / b u i l d e r  

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) s t a b l e - now garage 

Other features t w o - s t o r i e d , w i t h ve ry 

wide p i l a s t e r s on s t r e e t f acadeS . 

Altered 

Moved 

No Date 

Yes Date 19 6 8 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage \hO 

Approximate distance of building from street 

6. Recorded by Rober t R e t t i g 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm, 

Dat _ 196_8 ^ 

OTH- 6cat)io {A^i 



7. Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use 

Daniel Treadwell 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

JL 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Xx 
Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

XX 

This conservative wide-pilastered^" 
Regency/Greek Revival house was b u i l t i n 1838 
at the corner of Quincy and K i r k l a n d Streets 
f o r Daniel Treadwell, i n v e n t o r and Harvard 
professor. H i s t o r i a n Jared Sparks bought the 
house i n 184 7 and l i v e d there while president 
of Harvard (18U9-53). Subsequently owned by 
the New Church Theological School, the property 
passed i n 1966 to Harvard U n i v e r s i t y . The 
U n i v e r s i t y moved the house and i t s stable_(now ^ 
a garage) t o i t s present l o c a t i o n . The b u i l d i n g s 
p i l a s t e r e d end facade faces toward the s t r e e t 
w i t h the entrance facade f a c i n g the side of the l o t , 
d u p l i c a t i n g the o r i g i n a l s i t i n g . 

The p r e s e r v a t i o n of the s t a b l e and accurate 
p o s i t i o n i n g o f both b u i l d i n g s when they were moved 
approximately one hundred yards i n 1968 m i t i g a t e 
the e f f e c t s o f t h i s move. Despite the move, the_ 
b u i l d i n g ' s a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l associations 
make i t worthy o f r e c o g n i t i o n . 

The Treadwell-Sparks House enbodies the distinctive 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 

characteristics of the Regency/Greek Revival style such as 
cubical form, f l a t linear surface treatment, and wide p i l ­
asters, and so meets criterion C. I t was evaluated by the 
Canbridge survey as a local masterpiece. 
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NATI^SJAL M OF HISTORIC PLACES 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Ufittad StatM Pwpartmwit of th* IntMfor 
Nattonal Parts Sarvica 

Property: 
Stat*, rounty y^y^- /ZuyAyAZto^ 

Federal Agency: 

DOE/OWKER OBJECTIQN J 
Working No. ZZ^ z¥-/b- ySrri JL. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: A/7ArX-
Actlon: ACCEPT-

A 
resubmission 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 
^appeal 

s 
Substantive Review: 

photos_2L 
maps 

RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

A-Z£z^ 

^ sample request , appeal NR decision 

(0 ' 

I 
2 

Reviewer's comments: 

^^tuJl^rno:X-l-^ J i i o i t ^^UXJUJO Z(XKA& yAA-: , 

\}^c{M Qy/-plA^ i A u d J^KAUL^Ajy^tAo ^ 

Recom./Criteria f S m ^ 
Reviewer yatAk^h Airtrki^KA 
Discipline-
Date L 

.see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5 . Loca t ion of L e g a l Pescr ip t ion 

6. Representa t ion In Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

la Descr ip t ion 

(H lMM 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/Integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



>. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clar i ty 
applicable c r i te r ia 
Justi f ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integr i ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bib l iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 
• t n m l n M p r o p w t y 

» l i t 1 l 

11 . F o r m Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e H is tor ic Preserva t ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
lh»maaamm*H^mm»itttim>l*gmpatlt mm*ii ma mma Im: 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn icCCuzJ) /j/kli/AJ 

Signed 
rta»a ^ ' / ( ^ ' K-^m Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 



<!;^SACEUSiTTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
30 B0TL2T0N STIIZET, BOSTON, MA 0211G 

Lridae 1 I I B 4 

USGS Map ?25 

Town 
Canbridge, Mass, 
Cambridae MRA 

Address 21 K i r k l a n d St ree t 

His tor ic Naae Treadwell-Sparks House 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to l e f t side o£ form 

Photo ausber 79-5 

SZE7CH MA? 
Show property's locatioa in relatioa 

to aearest cross streets aad/oc 
geofraphical features. lodicata 
a l l buildings betveen inventoried 
property and aearest intersection, 
ladicate aorth. 

Use: Preseat r e s i d e n t i a l 

r e s i d e n t i a l Original 
I 

I DESCHPTION:  

' Date 1838 

Source t a x records 

j g y j ^ Regency/Greek Rev iva l 

li^^fhi r.mtrt. W i l l i a m Saunders/bui lder 

Exterior wal l f abr ic ' wood 

Outbuildings s t ab le - now garage 

(See At tached Map) 

Major altsratioas (vith datss)_ None 

Recorded by Rettig/T. Alduino 

Oryaaization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 1968/1985 

Moved Yes Data 1901/68 

Approx. acreage^ .0116 acres 

Setting Surrounded by HarvardAcademic 

Buildings: Memorial Hall, Lowell 
Lecture Ha l l , The Busch-Reisinye^-
Museum, and The Science Labs; set i n 
a larce lawn. 

UTM 19/325830/4693560 
USGS Quad: Boston South 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARC-'-F'rnj-RAL SIGNIFICANCE CBescribe iiuportant architectural features and 
e^Sate in tenns of other buildings within the ccmmity.) 

(See Attached Sheet) 

HISTORICAL SICâ IFICANCE (Explain the role owners played "^^^^54,°^^!!^^ > 
histoiy how the building relates to the development of the cannmity.) 

(See Attached Sheet) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or PEFERENCES (naoe of publication, author, date and publisher) 

(See attached standard b i b l i o g r a p h y ) 

S p e c i f i c References: 

Report Four: Old Cambridge, p. 95. 

R e t t i g , Robert. " H i s t o r y of the Jared Sparks House". A paper 
on f i l e at the Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission. January 15, 
1968 ( T y p e w r i t t e n ) . 

lOA ' 111* 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
O f f i c e of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 
Cambridge, Mass, 
Caml)ridge MRA 

Form No. 

M.C. 

Property Name: Treadwell-SparHs 
House 

In d i c a t e each item on in v e n t o r y form which i s being continued below. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The Treadwell-Sparks House was b u i l t i n an inn o v a t i v e c u b i c a l form 
w i t h austere aeometric d e t a i l s . I t r i s e s two s t o r i e s from a g r a n i t e 
foundation to^a wood shingled, h i p r o o f w i t h t a l l , t h i n end w a l l chimneys. 
i ? r t S o main e l e v a t i o n s (east and south) are flushboarded enhancing the 
s e v e r i t y of the design. They are d i v i d e d v e r t i c a l l y by wide p i l a s t e r s 
w i t h o i t c a p i t a l s , and h o r i z o n t a l l y by a f r i e z e and molded beltcourse wnich 
l i s o series as a heading t o the second and f i r s t f l o o r winaows respec-
t i v e l f ?he facade i s a symmetrical three bays wide w i t h a s i d e l i g h t 
eitry'^recessed i n t o the second bay. Flanking f i r s t f l o o r - n ^ - ^ 
contain 6/9 sash w h i l e second f l o o r windows c o n t a i n 6/6 The south eie 
vaTion , which faces K i r k l a n d S t r e e t , i s four bays wide (each s U g n t l y 
nar^ow;r than those of the sout h ) ; windows w i t h 6/6 sash are located i n 
e l c h H y at both s t o r i e s . The secondary n o r t k and west ele v a t i o n s are 
clapboarded and asymmetrically t r e a t e d arfciiougii:V^eneralLy f o u r bays i n 
widt h . 

The Treadwell-Sparks House i s one of the f i n e s t Greek Revival 
s t y l e houses i n Cami^ridge, and c e r t a i n l y one of i t s most i n n o v a t i v e . 
I t was one of the f i r s t houses i n the c i t y t o employ a three bay racade 
and was both e a r l y and e x c e p t i o n a l l y severe i n i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
geometric, English Regency forms. Less than a dozen of these_conserva­
t i v e broad-Diiastered houses were b u i l t i n Cambridge, mostly i n .he 
1840's; the'Sparks House i s the e a r l i e s t and most d i s t i n g u i s h e d exam.ple. 
As such i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n C. 

H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The Treadwell-Sparks House was b u i l t i n 18 38 f o r Daniel Treadwell, 
i n v e n t o r and Ruir.ford Professor a t Harvard, by Cambridge b u i l d e r William^ 
Saunders at the corner of Quincy and K i r k l a n d S t r e e t s . In 1847, Nathanial 
Silsbee of Salem bought the pr o p e r t y as a g i f t f o r h i s daughter, Mary 
Crowninshield Silsbee Sparks, w i f e of Jared Sparks. Jared Sparks (1789-
1866) i s the acknowledged f i r s t scholar of American h i s t o r y . He was also 
a m i n i s t e r and e d i t o r of the North American Review, from 1832 to 1829. 
He was appointed McLean Professor of Ancient and Modern History at Harvard 
i n 1839 and was President from 1849 t o 1853. Sparks l i v e d i n the house 
now a t 21 K i r k l a n d Street from 1847 u n t i l h i s death. His ne i r s sold the 
house to the New Church Theological School i n 1889. In 1901, the school 
turned the house 90 degrees and moved i t f u r t h e r south on i t s l o t at 
48 Quincy Str e e t to make way f o r the Church of the New Jerusalem. I n 
t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s were also made by the school d u r i n g i t s long period 
of ownership (1889-1966). I n 1966, Harvard acquired the property. Since 
the land was needed f o r the new Gund H a l l , the house and barn were moved 

Continued 

Staple t o Inventorv form, at bottom 



•INVENTORY ir'UKM uuNTllNUATJiuiN snr^m 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
O f f i c e of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Cambridge MRA 

Form No. 

M.C. 
. I I B 'I 

Property Name: Treadwell-

I n d i c a t e each item on in v e n t o r y form which i s being continued below. 

H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e (cont'd) 

i n 1968 t o 21 K i r k l a n d S t r e e t and r e f u r b i s h e d as the o f f i c i a l residence 
of the Preacher of the U n i v e r s i t y . On i t s new l o t , the b u i l d i n g was 
then p o s i t i o n e d w i t h i t s entrance t o the driveway, d u p l i c a t i n g the 
s i t i n g p r i o r t o the 1901 move. 

As the p r i n c i p a l residence o f Jared Sparks during the most pro­
ductive years of h i s l i f e , the Treadwell-Sparks House i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
under C r i t e r i o n B. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION 5HEBT 

'w^AQ^i^cUS HISTORIC^ COMISSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

CominLinity: 
Cambridge, Mass, 
Cambridqe MRA 

Form No: 

Cambridge Multiple 
Property Najner^gg^^^^e T̂ ĝa 

Indicate each item on inventor/ form whi A is being continued belcw. 

Harvard University, iSSo 

canibridge H i s t o r i c a l Cormission | ^ , ^ , | f f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
History i n Cambridge. Cambridge: The MIT Press. 

^ —Reoort oAW: East Cambridge 1965) 
Reoort Two: Mid Cambridge (19°^) 
gprxT^ ^KTOO. cambridgeport 1971) 
ReDort Four: Old Cambridge (197 3) 
Report Five: Northwest Cambridge (1977) 
,,• ^.^v-^r-ai Qoriptv Proceedings. Cambridge, Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l sociery, - ̂ -̂ ^ . a— 

1906-Dresent 

•.m^.ti fiaefeff^ '-^ 
Paige, L . R . , H i s t o r v o f Cambridge. Boston: H.O Hougton and 
Company, 1877 

M T P(i " i s t o r v of Cambridge 
^ k A : A ^ ' < ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ' • T H ^ r l d g r H l I ^ c a l 
S o c i e t y , 1930 

R e t t i g , R.B., Guide to Cambridge Architecture. Cambridge: 
The MIT Press, 1969 

s t i l l m a n , W.J., ed.. Poetic L o c a l i t i e s of Cambridge. Boston: 
James R. Osgood and Company, 1876 

woods, R.A., and Kennedy, A.J.; Warner, SB ed., T^e Zone 
of Emergence. Cambridge: The MIT Press, 1962 

zaitzevsky C. , w i t h the advice of t.he Review Committee 
members I h e H^vard University Stud^ of M l ^ g ^ 
A r c h i t e ^ t ^ l Properties m the Environs ot C a m b r i ^ , 
l A p r i l 1983 - December 1984) 

Staple to Inventorv form at bottom 
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144 
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NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-81) 

Uni ted Sta tes Depar tment of the Inter ior 
National Park Service For NPS UM only 

National Register of Historic P laces | ^ 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For NPS UM only 

^ i v e d 

date entered ^ ^ ^ H 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 7 ^A'^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State MS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

Valentine Soap Workers Cottages J Keeper / # U - 6 - / ^ V ^ / / ^ A 
(101 Pearl S t . ) ~̂  ' ^ - A y ( / ^ 

Substantive Revl«v Attest 

A . Opposition House ^'^J^^^^ntt,-. Pey..,.- / Keeper / / . / W U « . V.fJ-S^' 

Attest ' 

63. Frost, Walter, House ^.^iiia-s-^viv.Vv- Keeper /.JyZca^ /Ad^A-oU^ ^.i3 9;u 

Attest 

" ' " " ^ ^ Attest Z ^ ^ s ^ •:^. Aa</ i~<.e^ *?/ 

65. Francis, Ebenezer, House - *-̂ ':*» , . ir^^r>«-

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION 
Attest 

66. Lo7vering, J^epJ. Hc^^^^ j W ^ /AIJIMAO ^ j l ^ l ^ l 

^^:::^^^^0E,6miER OBJECTION f ^ ^ s ^ . Attest 

^.IfAtwood, Ephlram, House .^^^.^.^ ^ . ^^^^ v Keeper J ^ ^ j L - f j y J / J f A 

. Attest 

^./Buildings at 104-106 Hancock St. ^Keeper - J l A i ^ j J z ^ J v k 

^ ^ ^ ^ : - X r ^ r*^ . . - Attest 

/ - 64. Colburn, Sara Foster, House it,t- £~_n- - w , ,' y /> ^ 
Ba^8^an¥Ive HevfewKeeper f^)y//j ^ / / i W ' W f ^. / k j 

^ wz-iHeuaft • If I 
BTO8Ts*BtiTff iwrTei f . 7l T 

70. Brooks, Luthe^QE^^,^^^^ OB J ECT10 I ^ f ^^P^^ . J y ^ A ^ h k ^ Y ^ 

Attest ^ / g L > ^ . ^ > c / r n ^ f/z^/g;. 



WASO Form - 177 
( " R " June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

66 OG^ 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Treadwell-Sparks House (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission ^«/*^ 'i)OlA'tt^y*^&^ , 

• nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 

• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample d l request 

JUL 3 0 1986 
Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: . 
Date Due: S^A^cf^ — 9 / y 
Aaion: t-AA.E?! f y A X - ^ j ^ 

RETURN 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal O NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: ly ' / 

u^.yLylo-^c^ -SAy.jyH^y cw.^,,^^ '4f/cf(ty ^( 
/ ^-iyyiy.^-^- yye.e- f (_^ continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

c n good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

m i unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

c n altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

cn original site 

moved date _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity . 
cn applicable criteria 
cn justification of areas checked 
cn relating significance to the resource 
• context 
cn relationship of integrity to significance 
cn justification of exception 
cn other ' 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
cn Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


