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The Concord MDnument Sqviare-LexingtDn Road Historic District covers approximately 
46 acres and is about .3 mile long. Located i n the center of the Town, i t 
extends from the Colonial Inn, on the west, to the Concord Antiqxjarian Museum, 
on the east. Ihe district includes a typical New England Green, and a tree-lined 
Street of mostly 18th century hoxases. Properties in the district are excellently 

- preserved and used mainly as residences and small businesses. The Square con­
sists of two churches, an early cemetery, the Town Offices, the Colonial Inn, 
and a Georgian Revival office bmlding. Ihe district displays an architectural 
progression of styles from the early 18th through to the late nineteenth centuries, 
including exanples of Greek Revival, Italianate, and Second Empire. The Lexington 
Road section is predominantly early 18th century houses. Ihe nineteenth cen­
tury structures blend easily with the older houses. One stone Gothic cottage 
is particvilarly noteworthy. An inportant aspect of the area is i t s role as 
a continuous link between the Old North Bridge and the I4inuteman National 
Park. TWo of the properties in the district, the Emerson House and the VTright's 
Tavern, are listed in the National Register. 

At the center of Mjnument Sqviare (47) is a rusticated obelisk erected in 1866 
as a memorial to the Tom's Civil War dead. I t is set in a small green. 

Ihe Colonial Inn (1) faces the Square and is located on the westem end of 
the Green. I t is conposed of three connected houses, a Georgian, a Federal, 
and a Second Enpire hoijse. Ihe earliest was bmlt about 1716. Ihe blending 
of the three styles was successfully accomplished. 

Ihe Dr. Bartlett House c. 1820 (38) is opposite and behind the Inn, on Lowell 
Road. I t is a two story Federal style house, five bays wide, with a hipped 
roof and a Greek Revival entry porch. 

On the southem side of the Green, facing the monument, is the Masonic Temple 
c. 1820 (35), a two story Greek Revival house. Ihe facade is three bays wide, 
with a center entry. Fenestration is six over six sash, and capped by a f l a t , 
projecting pediment. In elevation, the f i r s t two floors are brick bearing 
walls; the attic pediment is matchboard. The entablature has a small comice 
with open returns on the facade pediment, and a dentil cotrrse. 

The Town H i l l Burying Ground (7) is at the northeastern comer of Monument 
Sqxaare. I t is noted for i t s brick tonbs and slate headstones with their curious 
epitaths and elaborate inscriptions. 

Running east down Lexington Road, from MDnument Square, are several notable 
houses, a church, and an early tavem. Wrist's Tavem 1749 (32) (N.H.L.) 
is two stories h i ^ , five bays wide, with a center entry, and a high hip roof. 
On the westem end is a 1% story gable roofed wing. The tavem is open to the 
piiDlic year round as a g i f t shop. 

First Parish Church (31) was originally b t i i l t in 1844 and rebuilt in 1900 
after extensive f i r e damage. The aiiditorium is four bays deep with a gable 
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Concord M onument Square-Lexington Road H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Concord, Massachusetts 

Sketch Map # 

1 (Colonial Inn) 

2 (Country Store) 

3 (The Wood Shop) 

4 (Middlesex Mutual Fire 

Insurance Company) 
5 (Town Hall) 

6 (St. Bernard's R.C. Ch.) 

Property Owner 

^ydolonial Operating Company c/o Mr. David B e l o i t , 
48 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

yThe Country Store,Inc. 
15 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

I Colonial Operating Conpany c/o Mr. David Be l o i t 
48 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

^Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
34 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

i^own of Concord 
00 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

,/ Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston, Sole Corporation, 
2121 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, MA. 02135 

7 (Town H i l l Burying Ground) ^Town of Concord 
00 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

8 (Brick End House) 

9 (Pellet House) 

10 (Cyrus Pierce House) 

11 (Greek Revival) 

12 (Johnathan B a l l House) 

13 (Thomas Dane House) 

14 (Capt. John Adams House) 

15 (Seth Ross House) 

16 (Peter Bulkeley Esq. 
House) 

17 (Brown-Beaton House) 

18 (Sellers House) 

19 (Concord Antiquarian 
Society) 

^.Barbara Keizer 
1 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

Johnny Tremain Corporation 
Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

v ^ ^ d i t h F. Sellers 
Lexington Road, Concord, MA, D1742 

t^eharles A.S. & Beverly D. Heink 
29 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

K5OTicord A r t Association 
37 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

I Louise G a r f i e l d 
47 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

Daniel Brand '• 
57 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

UiJames Healy 
69 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

uMr. & Mrs. Mark M. Walter 
77 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

•1/ 
I Edith F. Sellers 
145 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

,^ 
' Edith F. Sellers 
145 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

Concord Antiquarian Society 
200 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 
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Sketch Map # 

20 (Ralph Waldo Emerson House) 

21 (Gunhouse) 

22 ~ 
70 Lexington Road 

23 (Queen Anne Cottage) 

24 (Yellow Block House) 

25 (Yellow Blcok #2 Hse.) 

26 (White Store) 

27 (Robert Cuming Block) 
19 Lexington Road 

28 (Robert Cuming Block) 
20 Lexington Road 

29 (Robert Cuming Block) 
23 Lexington Road 

30 (Robert Cuming Block) 
25 Lexington Road 

31 F i r s t Parish Untiarian Church 

Road H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Property Owner 

< ,̂R.W. Emerson Association 
Cambridge Turnpike, Concord, MA. 01742 

Town of Concord, Department of Natural Resources 
Town H a l l , 00 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

Whiting F. Hays 
70 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

U^obert A. & P a t r i c i a E. Kane 
62 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Rice 

54 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

Mrs. Raymond Parrott 
48 Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 
F i r s t Parish Unitarian Church 
Lexington Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

32 (The Wright Tavem) 

33&34 (Church H a l l and other bldgs.) 

35 ( Masonic Hall/Thoreau School-
house) 

36 (Christ ian Science Church) 

37 (Conservation land) 

38 (Dr. B a r t l e t t House) 

39 ~ 
41 Lowell Road 

40 ~ 

41 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston, a sole corporation 
2121 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA. 02135 

^ Masonic Corporation 
58 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

Christian Science Church 
Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

Town of Concord 
Town H a l l , 00 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

1..̂ Rene Aelion 
35 Lowell Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

Leroy P. Houck 
41 Lowell Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

P a t r i c i a O'Donnell 
47 Lowell Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

yEleanor French 
J 57 Lowell Road, Concord, MA. 01742 
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Sketch Map # Property Owner 

42 (Cutler-Hosmer House) 

43 — 
32 Lowell Road 

44 — 

18 Lowell Road 

45(Inn Cottage) 

46 (Inn Outbuilding) 

47 (Concord Town Green) 

Mr. S Mrs. William D. Locke 
40 Lowell Road, Concord, MA. 01742 

Colonial Operating Company c/o Mr. David Beloit 
48 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 

/̂ JJtown of Concord 
^ Town H a l l , 00 Monument Square, Concord, MA. 01742 
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roof. Ihe facade is a free-standing tetrastyle Doric portico. Behind this 
is a vestibule. A clock tower rises at the jmction of the two roofs and is 
topped by a two stage cupola with dome, set on a hexagonal base. 

Across the street form the tavem is the Brick End House c. 1817 (8). Ihis 
Federal house is two stories h i ^ , five bays wide, with a center entry, and 
distinguished by brick side elevations with bridged chiimeys. Ihe Pellet House, 
c. 1728, (9) is a five bay center entry Georgian structure with a ganbrel 
roof. The facade is stuccoed and scored to resenble dressed stone. Ihe core 
of the original house is the kitchen which was added to in 1728. Ihe Cyrus 
Pierce House c. 1850, (10) is one and a half stories. At the comers of the 
random stone walls are sinple pilasters also in stone. Ihe gable of the roof 
faces the street and the deep eaves are omamented by narrow barge boards 
with trefoils. Next to the Pierce House is a sinple Greek Revival house (11) 
of about 1840, Icnown as Ihe Richardson-Wheeler Hoxjse. I t is five bays wide 
and 2% stories h i ^ . Ihe gable faces the street to create a pediment. Ihe 
center entry is framed by single open pilasters and sidelights and capped by 
a f l a t , projecting pedirrent. Ihe John Ball House, c.1753, (12) now houses the 
(Concord Art Association. I t is a two and one half story doiible Georgian house. 
Ihis main section is six bays wide with a center entry in a projecting enclosed 
porch, with a gable roof that forms a triangular pediment. Ihe door is framed 
by single pilasters. On the eastem end of the house is a wing, two and one 
half stories h i ^ and two bays wide. Ihere is a center chirmey i n the main 
section of the house, and a dentil coxjrse across both sections on the facade. 
Fenestration is framed by a sinple, s l i ^ t l y projecting molding. Ihe White 
Store, c. 1810, (26), across Lexington Road, is a single bay wide and three 
large bays deep. Ihe gable faces the street. Ihe store is sheathed in clap­
boards and the entrance, on the facade, is to the l e f t of the single windcw. 

Ihe Peter Bulkely Esq. House 1667 (16), on the northem side of I^exington 
Rd. was built by the grandson of one of the original settlers of Cbncord. Ihe 
house is two stories h i ^ , five bays wide, with a center chiimey, and a center 
entry with enclosed gabled pordi. Ihe entrance is framed by double pilasters 
and topped by a pedimented gable. Mr. Bulkely brou^t master craftsmen to 
Concord to work on his house and consequently i t is more sophisticated than 
most other homes in the district. 

The Emerson House 1828 (20) (NHL) is located opposite the intersection of 
Lexington Road and the Clanbridge Turnpike, at the end of the district. I t 
is a Federal house, two stories h i ^ , five bays wide with a center entry, and 
topped by a hip roof. 
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Property Map Key 

1. Colonial Inn, (1716), 48 Monument Square 
2. Country Store, (c.l850), 15 Monument Square 
3. The Wood Shop, (c.1800), 48 Monument Square 
4. Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Company, (1851,1900), 34 Monument Square 
5. Concord Town H a l l , (1851), 0 Monument Square 
6. Saint Bernard's Roman Catholic Church, (1842), 60 Monument Square 
7. Town H i l l Burying Ground, (1635) 
8. Brick House, (1750), 1 Lexington Road 
9. Pellet House, (1728), 5-7 Lexington Road 
10. Cyrus Pierce House, (1851), 23 Lexington Road 
11. Richardson-Wheeler House, 1802, 29 Lexington Road 
12. Concord Art Association/John B a l l House, (1753), 37 Lexington Road 

V 13. Thomas Dane House, (1653), 47 Lexington Road 
14. Capt. John Adams House, (1817), 57 Lexington Road 
15. Jonathan Fiske House, (1724), 69 Lexington Road 
16. Peter Bulkeley House, (1667), 77 Lexington Road 

-, 17. Heywood House, (1719), 105 Lexington Road 
18. Sellers House, (c.l900), 145 Lexington Road 
19. Concord Antiquarian Society, (1930&1635), 200 Lexington Road 
20. Ralph Waldo Emerson House, (1828), 28 Cambridge Turnpike 
21 Gunhouse, (c.l900), ISO Cambridge Turnpike 
22. Whiting Hays House, (1880), 70 Lexington Road 
23. Alder Jenkins House, (c.l850), 62 Lexington Road 
24. Yellow Block House, (1700), 54 Lexington Road 
25. Yellow Block #2, (1700), 48 Lexington Road 
26. White Store, (c.l700), 9 Lexington Road 
27. Robert Cuming Block, (c.l700), 19 Lexington Road 
28. Robert C\iming Block, (c.l700), 20 Lexington Road 
29. Robert Cuming Block, (c.l700), 23 Lexington Road 
30. Robert Cuming Block, (c.l700), 25 Lexington Road 
31. F i r s t Parish Unitarian Church, (1900 reconstruction), Lexington Road 
,32. The Wright Tavern, (1747), 1,6, and 8 Lexington Road 
33. & 34. Church Hall and other church buildings, 60 and 70 Monument Square 
35. Masonic H a l l , (c.l900), 58 Monument Square 
36. Christian Science Church, ( 1843), Momoment Square 
37. Conservation Land 
38. Dr. josiah B a r t l e t t House, (1830), 35 Lowell Road 
39. Nathan Hosmer House, (1828), 41 Lowell Road 

I 40. John O'Donnell House, (c.l885), 47 Lowell Road 
41. The Block House, (c.l650), 57 Lowell Road 
42. John Stacy House, (1828), 40 Lowell Road 
43. James Gordy House, (1880), 32 Lowell Road 
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44. Loring Grimes. House, (c.l900), 18 Lowell Road 
45. Inn Cottage (1800), 24 Lowell Road 
46. Inn Outbuildings (c.l700), 48 Monument Square 
47. Concord Town Green (1635 established) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
• 

Ihe Ctoncord I-fcniijment Square-Lexington Road Historic District is an area of 
unique national significance. I t is the site of one of the f i r s t English 
settlements on the Bay Colony's westem frontier. The area and several of its 
buildings figured in the events vdiidi preceeded and occurred on April 18 and 
19, 1775. In the nineteenth century, the district was the home of many inportant 
American literary figures. Ihe district, in the early 20th century, was the 
scene of events inportant to the development of the fine arts in America. 

Ihe town of Concord was f i r s t settled in 1635; Ihe Reverend Peter Bulkeley and 
the Reverend John Jones were i t s fomders. The core of The Block House (41) 
is believed to be the home of the Reverend Jones. I t was built about 1635 and 
is thovi^t to be the oldest ho\Jse in the town. 

Many of the town's early settlers are buried in the Town H i l l Burying Ground 
(7). The oldest headstone is that of Joseph Meriam and dates from 1677. 

During the 18th centijry, Lexington Road was the commercial center of the town. 
A grovip of stores arose aromd the chiirch. In one of these, the Robert Cuming 
Block (29), William MDnroe made the f i r s t lead pencils in Anerica, in 1811. 
Wridit's Tavem (32) housed a baker. The John Ball house was occipied by a 
goldsmith. DHTer houses on Lexington Road contained other trades and craftsmen 
siich as saddlers, blacksmiths, shoemakers, cordwainers, joiners, hoiosewri^ts, 
and others essential to the town. Later the conmercial center moved to the Jlilldam. 

As the tension between the colonies and Britain grew. Concord played an increaingly 
inportant role. Ihe First Provincial Congress was held on the site of the First 
Parish Chinch (31). The Second Provincial Congress was also held here and was 
conducted by John Hancock. Four days after the Second Provincial Congress adjotimed, 
the British marched to Concord to destroy gun powder stored there and to arrest 
Hancock and Samuel Adams. On the eve of the arrival of the British regulars, 
the local resistors met and organized in Wrist's Tavem. Ihe next day, April 
19th, the British occqpied the tavem and Major Pitcaim swore here that he woiiLd 
s t i r the blood of the darned Yankee rebels." Reviben Brown, ̂ o had broxaght the 
news of the occurrences of Lexington, lived in the Peter Btilkeley House (16). 
Ihe British occupied his house and used i t to hold prisoners, and althou^ they 
torched i t , i t was saved. Dr. Ezekiel Brown, vho owned the Pellet House (9) 
was in prison in Boston, Oiere he had been placed by the British in 1772 for non­
payment of taxes. He remained in prison until the British evacuated the city. 
Some of the arms and munitions the British had come to destroy were stored in 
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the oldest section of t±ie Colonial Inn (1) . The British had marched vp Lexington 
Road, thro\j^ the Monument Square area, and up vhat is now Mjnument Street. 

During the 19th century the John Ball House (12) was the home of a veteran of 
the Battle of Bunker H i l l , served as a post office, and was a stop on the under­
ground railroad. Many of the changes in American society were reflected in 
Concord in the MDnument Square-Lexington Road District. The f i r s t Catholic 
Mass in Concord was held in the Yellow Block (25). Built in 1750, the Yellow 
Block had for many years housed a gunsmith; ̂ en the coimiercial focus shifted 
to the Milldam, the block was converted to tenements for the poor. In 1865 
the Catholic congregation of Concord bou^t the abandoned Ihiversalist Chiarch 
and after sane refurbishing and remodeling, they rededicated i t as Saint 
Bemard's Church (6). Despite opposition, the congregation later purchased the 
County House (34) to use as a rectory. 

In the f i r s t half of the nineteenth century Concord was the Shire town of Middle­
sex County. The County House (34) was built pre-1772. In 1785, John Richardson 
traded i t to the County for a site on the comer. This house was used as the 
jailer's residence and a stone j a i l stood to i t s rear. The Middlesex Matual 
Fire Insurance Company (4) was built in 1851 as the County Courthouse; i t 
was rebtailt after a fi r e in 1900. When the courts were moved to Lowell and 
Canbridge, the town auctioned the building off, reserving, however, one room 
for the district court. The president of the insurance conpany was presiding 
judge of the covirt at the time. 

The Concord Town Hall (5) was also built in 1851, but one townsman noted, " ( i t 
lias) neither beauty nor convenience, poorly finished inside, the chimneys bad, 
roof leaking, plastering cheap, and the vhole arrangement xjnsuitable for the 
purpose." Repairs costing $3,000 were made. Bronson Alcott, îfcio normally did 
not believe in goveinment,arrived, amidst great ceremony, to cast his ballot 
for Abraham Lincoln. Enerson Lised a room in the Town Hall as a stixiy after a 
fire in his home. 

The Masonic Tenple (35) was built in 1820 as a schoolhouse to replace an earlier 
one that had bumed to the ground. Ihe Masons met on ttie second floor. Henry 
David Thoreau tau^t at this school in 1837, after he had gradmted form Harvard. 
When he was told he must flog the students or "the school woiiLd spoil," he gave 
up teaching there. Thoreau's family lived for many years in the house that is 
now the eastem end of the Colonial Inn (1). 

Ralph Waldo Emerson lived in the Emerson House (20) f r m 1835 until his death in 
1882. Henry Da-'/id Thoreau lived there too, for a short -while. ̂ OtheY'literary 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

OCT 2 7 1976 RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED SEP 1 3 1977 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2 

Nunber 8 

figures associated with the area are the Alcotts, Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
Franklin B. Sanbom, and William Ellery Channing. 

The Concord Art Association was organized in 1917 by the outspoken American 
artist, Elizabeth Wentworth Roberts. In 1923, the association moved into 
the John Ball House (12). A show was held to celebrate the opening of the 
new gallery. I t included the works by George Bellows, Frank Weston Benson, 
Cecelia Beaux, Mary Cassat, Arthur B. Davies, Thomas Dewing, Childe Hassam, 
Robert Henri, Rockwell Kent, Emest Lawson, Claiade MDnet, and John Singer 
Sargeant. Sculpture represented included work by Alexander Calder, and Daniel 
Chester French. Daniel Chester French served as president of the association 
at Miss Roberts' insistence. The premanent collection, thanks to the bene­
ficence of Miss Roberts', includes works by John Singleton Copley, Benjamin 
West, and Thomas Sully. Additionally, there are prints and etchings by Mary 
Cassat, Whistler, Renbrandt, Millet, and others. 

The Concord Antiquarian Society (19) includes period rooms from the New England 
colonial era and the lantem used at old North Chxirch to signal to Revere, 
Dawes and Prescott. Also on view is Emerson's stxidy and Thoreau's flute and 
other articles from the latter's Walden Pond cabin. 
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of 200 Lexington Road, northerly along said l i n e to Lexington Road, across said 
Road, thence westerly along the northeim easement of Lexington Road to the easterly 
property l i n e of 145 Lexington Road, thence northeasterly along said l i n e to the 
northeast corner of said property, thence northwesterly along the rear property 
lines to Bedford Street, thence across said street to the rear property l i n e of 
34 Monument Square, thence northeasterly along said l i n e , thence northerly along 
said l i n e , thence across Court Lane, thence along the northem easement of said 
lane, thence northeasterly along the easement of Monument Street, thence along the 
northerly property l i n e of 48 Monument Square, thence northwesterly along the 
rear property l i n e of 32 Lowell Road, thence northwesterly along the rear pjjoperty 
l i n e of 40 Lowell Road, thence southwesterly along the side property l i n e of said 
property , thence northwesterly along the eastem easement of Lowell Road to the 
o r i g i n a l point. 
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