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MATERIALS

1927
Limestone over metal frame

FENESTRATION 3-part, rectangular; round-arched: square

ARCH
•STYLE. Neoclassic Commercial

OIST. FEATURES Corner pavilions, tall round-arched windows on main banking floor 
Nothing of significance
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This somewhat ungainly, conservative office building is by virtue of its size ! 
and elaboration a dominant element in Davenport's business district. 
Architecturally, the bank reads as an unsuccessful attempt to combine Beaux-Arts 
Neoclassicism with the tall office building, culminating in a clocktower more 
appropriate found on a county courthouse. Its construction two years after the 
nearby Kahl Building (3-W326) illustrates the lingering sentiment for classical 
symbolism that remained among certain local architects and clients - well into 
the 20th century.
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oNIFICANCE The building is associated with several aspects of Davenport's commer­ 
cial history. First, the general prosperity of commerce, especially finance, in the 
city between 1900 and 1930 and, second, the influential position of the American 
Commercial and Savings Bank, later known as Davenport Bank and Trust Company, in 
Iowa finance circles. The building has been a much used symbol of Davenport's commer­ 
cial importance since its erection in 1927. H 
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DESCRIPTION In 1869, the German Savings Bank of Davenport was established with 
Henry Lischer, (Pres. 1869-1893) and H. H. Andersen (Cashier 1869-1893, Pres.-1901) 
figuring prominently in its early years. The size and prosperity of Davenport's Ger­ 
man community contributed to the bank's success. In 1906, Citizen's National Bank 
was absorbed, a new building was erected in 1911-12 and by 1916, German Savings Bank 
was the largest bank in Iowa.

Xenophobic nationalism caused the bank to change its name during W.W* I, be­ 
coming American Commercial and Savings Bank. Nevertheless, prosperity continued and 
the Iowa National Bank, Citizens Trust & Savings Bank and Farmers and Merchants Bank 
were absorbed. Bank clearings in Davenport increased tenfold between 1909 and 1929. 
Growth was also evident in larger deposits, capital stock, surpluses and new bank 
buildings. American Commercial and Savings Bank erected this hew building in 1927, 
a sign of the company's prosperity.

SOURCES Banking Stands on Firm Basis,"
Davenport Centennial & Times Fiftieth Anniversary Edition, Davenport Times

July 11, 1936 
Christiansen, T.P., "An Industrial History of Scott County, Iowa." Annals
of Iowa (July, 1940) -.

'German Savings Bank of Davenport, Iowa" /,: »,c. . 1912 Pamphlet Collection 
Putnam Museum, Davenport
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